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Man impersonated his brother to get taxi licence 



Report by Carl Jackson 


A TAXI driver has been jailed 
for more than two years after 
impersonating his brother to 
get a licence and carrying out 
hundreds of jobs while dis¬ 
qualified. 

Moshin Zeb was banned from the 
road in September 2013 for danger¬ 
ous driving. 

But last year the 24-year-old gave fraudulent 
papers to Walsall Council to gain a licence to 
drive taxis and private hire vehicles in the bor¬ 
ough. The documents were in the name of his 
brother. Between February 7 and March 16 he 
racked up more than 500 pre-booked taxi jour¬ 
neys, all for profit, despite the fact he was not 
allowed to drive and was not insured. 

But his elaborate ruse was foiled when a 
member of the public tipped off the council who 
discovered Zeb was not who he said he was. 

He was charged with five counts of fraud in 
relation to the documents he supplied the au¬ 
thority between January and April last year. 

He was also charged with driving whilst dis¬ 
qualified and driving without a licence. 

Insured 

Zeb, of George Road in Erdington, later 
admitted the allegations in court. At Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court on Thursday he was 
sentenced to 28 months in prison for the mul¬ 
tiple counts of fraud. He was also sentenced to 
four months for driving whilst disqualified and 
four more months for having no insurance, but 
all sentences are to be served concurrently. 

Zeb was also disqualified from driving for 
three years and six months. 

Judge Wassail told him he had put hundreds 
of passengers at risk knowing that they would 
not have been insured. He added that he had 
placed members of the public in an ‘insidious 
position’. Councillor Ian Shires, culture and 
leisure chief, said: “He knew exactly what he 
was doing when he started impersonating his 
brother; taxi drivers are in a position of trust 
and the public have a right to feel safe each 
time they use their services. 

“The fact that Mr Zeb was disqualified for 
dangerous driving says it all really. 

“This case highlights the important work 
that our enforcement officers do to ensure that 
taxis are a safe transport option for the public.” 


27 YEARS ON - TOY FAIR STILL MODEL OF SUCCESS 



Ann Benton from Wednesbury with her model vehicles at the Oak Park Active Living Centre 



Co-organiser Geoff Price, at the toys fair 



Inside the hall of the centre at Walsall Wood 


A TOY fair that began 27 years ago is still go¬ 
ing strong, after collectors flocked to pick up 
everything from rare Star Wars figures to jig¬ 
saws. Linda and Geoff Price have held their 
toy and collectibles fair since June 1991 - and 
like a fine wine, it has improved with age. 

With visitor levels just shy of 500 last week¬ 
end, the pair are now looking to continue 
events in Oak Park Active Living Centre in 
Walsall. 

Linda Price, aged 62, from Walsall, said: “It 
has improved - we started off in the old Oak 
Park Leisure Centre in the small hall and 
then we progressed to the larger hall. 

“Over the last 12 months they have opened 
a big new living centre - it is a big hall again. 

“We have over 80 tables of collectibles for 


the public to see, we are dealing with the 
traders who have been following us for many, 
many years. 

“For us that is about right for this time of 
year, this is the first one we have done since 
Christmas. 

The next one is March 18 - we do March, 
May, September, November and January. 
Collecting is a luxury rather than an essen¬ 
tial, we get a lot of senior people in but we do 
get the families as well.” 

Linda’s husband, Geoff, 67, has been col¬ 
lecting metal buses since the age of nine when 
his parents bought him one for Christmas in 
the 1950s. 

Now, still collecting, he has amassed 14,200 
metal buses, which he keeps at home. 


Mr Price said: “At the moment it is about 
14,200. I have been collecting since I was 
nine-years-old and I am 67 now - a long time. 

“Collecting has changed over the years, we 
get more older people in now than younger 
ones. It is nostalgia for the older ones now 
and these collector fairs give you the opportu¬ 
nity to buy very old models. 

“We cover all sorts of toys, Star Wars fig¬ 
ures, Lego, jigsaws, books and metal railway 
sets. 

“The support is there for it and the custom¬ 
ers are coming in and spending.” 

The pair also run fairs in Cannock, Lich¬ 
field, Brierley Hill, Wolverhampton, Stour¬ 
bridge and Dudley. For details go to www. 
transtar-promotions .co.uk 


MONEY 

Card skimming 
device is found 

A BANK card skimming device was found 
on a cash machine at a bank in Aldridge 
after a customer smelled glue. The ma¬ 
chines work by capturing data from the 
magnetic strip. It was handed in to the 
branch on Friday. 

North Aldridge Neighbourhood Watch 
moved to warn people about the device. 

A Facebook post from the group said: 
“Using a cash machine today in Aldridge 
or other places - Be Warned. A resident 
reports the following: Took this opposite 
Wetherspoons in Aldridge this morning. 
Looks like it’s made to catch your card 
before comes back out. Luckily I noticed 
it looked a bit dodgy. Could still smell the 
glue so hadn’t been put on long.’” 

POLICE 

Three arrested 
after crime tip-off 

TFIREE people have been arrested in 
Walsall following a crime crackdown. 

As part of Operation Vibrant West 
Midlands Police raided a property in 
Monarch Grove and two addresses 
at Webster Road around 1.30pm last 
Tuesday. 

The force confirmed they acted fol¬ 
lowing tip-offs from the public. 

They recovered cannabis, cash, jew¬ 
ellery and a suspected stolen car. 


MUSIC 

Pop star Ezra joins 
Forest Live line up 

POP sensation George Ezra will play this 
year’s Forest Live. The 24-year-old sing¬ 
er-songwriter from Flertford will play the 
Cannock Chase show on the last of the 
event’s three days, on July 1. 

Tickets to see Ezra go on sale tomorrow, 
Friday at 9am, priced £34.50 each. Call the 
Forestry Commission on 03000 680400, or 
buy online at forestry.gov.uk/music 


INSIDE 


Strum thing for 
charity coffers 



abbey blinds abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller • Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

WS3 2HW 

www.blind8byabbey.oo.uk 
showroom 0am-5pm Mon-Sat 

0800 0194655 
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instagram video led to harassment case 


A MAN filmed himself hurling abuse 
at his autistic neighbour before up¬ 
loading the video on social media. 

Ryan Perry went outside his home 
in Chantry Avenue, Bloxwich and 
started hurling insults at the victim 
and his father who were washing a 
car. 

The 22-year old-was prompted to 
do it after looking out of his window 
and seeing the young man was acting 
‘stupidly amusingly’, Walsall Magis¬ 
trates’ Court heard. 

But the unprovoked tirade which 
took place on December 5 unravelled 


when Perry put the video on Insta¬ 
gram prompting a backlash from peo¬ 
ple who thought it was inappropriate. 
One of them was the victim’s cousin 
who told fellow family members. 

Perry was arrested by police and 
charged with ‘harassment without 
violence’. Prosecutor Mr Tim Tal- 
bot-Webb said: “The victim in this 
case is a young adult who suffers with 
various learning disabilities, particu¬ 
larly autism. 

“On 5 of December he was outside 
his house helping his father clean his 
car. The defendant went outside, he 


is a neighbour, and started making a 
number of offensive comments. 

“He uploaded that on Instagram. 
the injured party’s cousin was made 
aware of it and told the family.” 

In applying for a restraining order. 
He said the victim now felt even 
more vulnerable because his father 
had passed away since the incident 
occurred. 

A solicitor speaking on Perry’s be¬ 
half told the court he was unaware 
of the victim’s condition and he re¬ 
moved the video an hour later be¬ 
cause of the reaction. The lawyer also 


said he was hugely apologetic. Perry 
admitted the charge which he com¬ 
mitted days before a conditional dis¬ 
charge for criminal damage was due 
to expire. Magistrates handed him a 
12-month community order which 
requires him to carry out a 10-day re¬ 
habilitation activity and 100 days of 
unpaid work. He was told to pay £135 
in costs and an £85 victim surcharge. 

The magistrates also granted the 
restraining order meaning Perry can¬ 
not make any contact with the victim 
or put anything on social media relat¬ 
ing to him. 


Appeal over murder 
of pensioner renewed 


POLICE investigating the murder 
of a pensioner have renewed a 
£10,000 appeal for information 
- with officers desperate for one 
caller to get back in touch. 

Arthur Gumbley, aged 87, died three 
weeks after being badly beaten during 
a violent robbery at his home in Little 
Aston. 

A major public ap¬ 
peal for information 
had been well sup¬ 
ported, said Stafford¬ 
shire Police Det Insp 
Dan Inson. 

But he called for 
more help and urged 
a person who got in 
contact on Decem¬ 
ber 18 to come back 
to them. Four people 
were last month arrested on suspicion of 
the pensioner’s murder. All were released 
on bail while investigations continue. 

DI Inson said: “I first want to thank the 
public for the support we have had, but 
there is one person who contacted us on 
December 18. They have specifics which 
will assist our investigation. Part of my ap¬ 
peal is for that person to get in touch with 
us as soon as they can. I want to assure 
them it is anonymous and they can com¬ 
municate with us in a number of ways That 
person provided named people who could 
have been responsible.” 

The robbery took place at Mr Gumbley’s 
home in Endwood Drive on November 21. 
He later died on December 12. 

Several items taken in the robbery have 
been recovered, but some, including a 
watch and bracelet are missing. 

As part of the appeal Crimestoppers of¬ 
fered a £10,000 reward for anyone with 
information leading to the arrest and con¬ 
viction of the offenders.Anyone with in¬ 
formation has been urged to call 101 and 
quote incident number 828 of November 
21. Crimestoppers can also be contacted 
anonymously by calling 0800 555111. 



Mr Gumbley 


Pets food-bowled over by support 



Qualified Veterinary Nurse Amy Duncalf with pet owners’ ‘Give a Pet a Christmas Dinner’ donations 


A VET practice in Great Wyrley in¬ 
vited clients to contribute to their 
December ‘Give a Pet a Christmas 
Dinner’ campaign, and has collect¬ 
ed 496 tins and pouches of cat and 
dog food and over 83kg of dry pet 
food to support local homeless cats 
and dogs. 

This is the fourth year 387 Veter¬ 
inary Centre have run the month¬ 
long initiative. This year, donations 
are being shared between Sunny- 


side Kennels, Ravens Rescue, Ru- 
geley Cats Society and Ashmore 
Rescue for Cats (ARC). 

“We’re constantly touched by 
the incredible generosity of our cli¬ 
ents,” said vet and Clinical Direc¬ 
tor of 387 Vets, Hamish Duncan. 
“Whilst food donations were on a 
par with previous collections, this 
year we’ve received many more pet 
toys and treats, as well as blankets 
and bedding. Pets will love playing 


with their new Christmas gifts and 
we hope the donations will help 
to make the wait for a new loving 
family fly by.” 

More information about the 
above charities can be found on 
their Facebook Pages, or for Sun- 
nyside Kennels and Ravens Res¬ 
cue, visit their websites at www. 
birminghamdogshome.org.uk and 
www.ravensrescueuk.weebly.com 
respectively. 


REVIEW 

Harmonious 
performance 
in debut slot 

Aquire 

Forest Arts Centre, Leamore, Walsall 
Monday December 18, 2017 

THIS was the debut solo concert for a 
choir which has only existed for a few 
months. Its founder, James Maddison, 
who works as choral leader and sing¬ 
ing teacher for the Walsall Music Hub 
says that he invited people who share 
his passion for close-harmony singing to 
join him, in the belief that they ‘could 
accomplish anything’. 

The 15-strong group certainly vindi¬ 
cated his confidence with this polished 
performance of an extensive, Christ- 
mas-themed list of mainly a capella 
pieces, containing testing harmonies 
and vocal accompaniments. They were 
remarkably well-disciplined and sang as 
one throughout with apparent ease. 

The entire group had the opportu¬ 
nity to show their skills in a variety of 
individual items, which were delivered 
to the same high standard as the choral 
numbers. 

The presentation was, in the main, 
informal, and was most ably introduced 
by leader, James Maddison, in a manner 
that suited the atmosphere created by 
the audience’s table and chair seating. 

BRYAN TILL 

Motorist admits 
to causing death 

A 24-YEAR-OLD man has admitted 
causing the death of a cyclist through 
dangerous driving. Kade Scrivens was 
at the wheel of a BMW when the hit and 
run accident occurred in Midland Road, 
Darlaston, at 3.20am on November 22. 

Mr Nicholas Harrison, 59, was pro¬ 
nounced dead at the scene after being 
knocked from his bike, police said later. 
The defendant, from Booth Street, 
Handsworth, later handed himself in. 

Scrivens admitted the offence when 
he appeared at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on January 3 but the case was ad¬ 
journed by Judge John Wait so relatives 
of the deceased had an opportunity to 
attend when sentence was passed. The 
defendant was remanded until January 
23 when he is expected to be sentenced. 

Families invited 
to try out cycling 

FAMILIES are being invited to enjoy 
the great outdoors. The Wheel We Make 
It cycling club, based in Walsall, hosts 
regular Saturday morning and Tuesday 
and Thursday evening rides. 

This Saturday the ride starts from 
Oak Park Leisure Centre in Walsall 
Wood at 9.30am. The group is also join¬ 
ing forces with Walsall CTC group for 
a number of rides. Visit www.chasecy- 
cling.co.uk for more details. 
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Fury over 
plans for 
manufacture 
of sleepers 

NEIGHBOURS are ‘up in arms’ 
about proposals to build a factory 
which will create 600,000 railway 
sleepers a year, and have vowed to 
fight the plan. 

Network Rail wants to develop the 
manufacturing plant at the railway 
sidings at Bescot, which falls into the 
Friar Park area of Wednesbury, on 
the border with Walsall. 

The site sits directly alongside the 
M6 southbound just south of Junc¬ 
tion 9. Network Rail announced the 
scheme last year saying it would se¬ 
cure 100 jobs in the region but resi¬ 
dents have expressed fears about the 
impact, in particular noise, the visual 
appearance and effect on the environ¬ 
ment. 

They will get the chance to voice 
their concerns at an exhibition to be 
held at Friar Park Millennium Centre 
on Wednesday from 6pm. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, who 
represents the ward, has backed res¬ 
idents. He said: “Residents who live 
in Tiffany Green back on to the site. 
They have had enough as they already 
experience problems with the big Lidl 
there due to the visual impact and the 
noise. They also have to put up with 
the motorway and the big signs there. 

“There is massive opposition to 
this, the residents are up in arms and 
I am on their side.” 

Announcing the scheme last year 
Martin Frobisher, route managing di¬ 
rector of Network Rail’s London and 
North Western route, had said: “Net¬ 
work Rail remains committed to the 
West Midlands economy which is why 
Bescot has been identified as our pre¬ 
ferred location for the new factory.” 

Police appeal 
over incident 

A MAN is wanted by police for alleg¬ 
edly exposing himself to two teenage 
girls. West Midlands Police has reis¬ 
sued an appeal for a suspect believed 
to have committed indecent exposure 
in Walsall last year. 

Two teenage 
girls said the man 
approached them 
on Stephenson Av¬ 
enue in Beechdale 
around 3.45pm on 
Saturday, October 
28. The force has 
released a picture of 
a man they want to 
speak to in relation with the incident. 
He is black and in the picture is wear¬ 
ing a black baseball cap with a red Mi¬ 
chael Jordan logo, a red T-shirt, black 
trousers and a dark blue or black pad¬ 
ded jacket with a hood. 

Anyone with information should 
contact DC Nigel Smith at Bloxwich 
police station on 101. 



The image 


Level crossing to shut down permanently 



An overhead view of the crossing 


BLOXWICH level crossing is to per¬ 
manently close as Network Rail 
continues to upgrade the railway be¬ 
tween Walsall and Rugeley Trent Val¬ 
ley. The upgrade and electrification of 
the line, part of the Railway Upgrade 
Plan, means that trains will be faster, 
more frequent and quieter through 
the area. 

To keep local people safe and reduce 
risk, the crossing will be permanently 
closed from midnight on Saturday. 

Network Rail has worked closely 
with Walsall Council to plan the clo¬ 
sure and provide alternative ways 


of crossing the railway. A new road 
bridge at Central Drive provides ac¬ 
cess over the railway for motorists. A 
pedestrian footbridge will be built and 
is due to open in summer 2018. 

While the crossing is closed and the 
footbridge is being built, a free shuttle 
service will be provided for pedestri¬ 
ans who need to cross the railway. 

Eddie Hughes, MP for Walsall 
North, said: “Although the level 
crossing is closing, in the interim, 
Network Rail will be providing a min¬ 
ibus service to ferry people from one 
side of the crossing to the other be¬ 


fore a footbridge is installed. This will 
cause some inconvenience in the short 
term however in the long term there 
is going to be a tremendous amount 
of benefits, as it will mean faster and 
more frequent trains with improved 
safety.” 

Martin Tiller, sponsor for the 
Chase Line upgrade for Network Rail, 
said the move would ‘make it safer for 
local people to cross the railway’. 

For more information visit www. 
networkraiLco.uk/running-the-rail- 
way/our-routes/lnw/chase-line-elec- 
trification-rugeley-to-walsall/. 


Fund to continue Jill's 
campaign tops £20,000 


By David Banner 


MORE than £20,500 has been donated 
towards setting up a trust carrying on 
the legacy and work of rape campaign¬ 
er Jill Saward as the first anniversary of 
her death passes. 

Husband Gavin Drake has revealed that he hopes 
a charity will now be launched this year in his wife’s 
name. Ms Saward, aged 51, from Hednesford, be¬ 
came a victims’ rights campaigner after being raped 
at her father’s Ealing vicarage in 1986. She was the 
first rape victim to waive her anonymity. 

The mother-of-three died a year ago in Wolver¬ 
hampton’s New Cross Hospital following a stroke. 
In an emotional New Year’s Eve blog, her husband 
has told of his ‘own personal annus horribilis’. He 
wrote that last new year he said on social media 
‘2017: If you thought 2016 was bad, you ain’t seen 
nothing yet.’ 

The blog added: “This was a sentence that haunted 
me all year: three days later, on 3 January, my wife 
Jill was rushed into hospital after collapsing. She 
had suffered a stroke - a subarachnoid haemorrhage. 

Decided 

“She died two days later without regaining con¬ 
sciousness. The remainder of 2017 has been awful. 
My own personal annus horribilis. I can’t wait to see 
the back of it. Don’t get me wrong: there were some 
good points to the year: and without fail, they all 
had one thing in common: the love, the care, and 
the compassion shown to me by members of my fam¬ 
ily, my friends, and even strangers - and especially 
strangers who became friends.” 

He talked about how he and his wife had lived in 
many places during their marriage including Wal¬ 
sall, Stafford, Liverpool and Telford but had decided 
to put off any further moves until their youngest 
son had left secondary school, although they had 
discussed where they would like to go. 

But, he said: “Now, the idea of moving no longer 
appeals. It isn’t just because here is where I have 
so many memories; it is also because planning for 
the future now meant planning for a future without 
Jilly, I know that my future is without her. 

“But facing that, and planning for it, are two dif¬ 
ferent things. I can face up to the first; I struggled 
with the second.” Jill’s sister and niece have moved 



Jill and Gavin - ‘Jilly was such a big part of me 
that when she died, so much of me did too’ 


into the house in Hednesford which he described as 
‘an absolute life-saver.’ “Jilly was such a big part of 
me that when she died, so much of me did too. I had 
no reason to live. I had no reason to be.” 

Helping look after his niece had given him some¬ 
thing to do, he said. Gavin described how hard 
Christmas had been - her favourite time of year - 
ahead of the anniversary of her death on January 5 
and what would have been her birthday on January 
15. He added: “This year, I have been defined by 
losing Jill. It has more than changed me. The loss 
was me. But now, as we approach 2018,1 can once 
more look ahead.” 

Freelance journalist Mr Drake, who is also the 
Walsall FC matchday announcer, said he was now 
starting a full-time job having had months of 2017 
when he could do virtually no work. Almost 600 



Jill died a year ago in Wolverhampton’s 
New Cross Hospital following a stroke 


people have donated to the JustGiving fund aiming 
to raise enough money for a trust in the name of 
Jill and to carry on her work as a fierce campaigner 
for justice and for specialist support services for 
rape survivors. 

Robbers broke into her home at a vicarage in Eal¬ 
ing, London, in 1986, and raped her then seriously 
assaulted her father, the Rev Michael Saward, as 
well as her boyfriend at the time. 

The attackers received a lenient sentence and 
her fierce campaigning led to direct changes in the 
law. Mr Drake said in a radio interview that it was 
‘fantastic’ that so much money had been donated 
and the charity would continue Ms Saward’s work 
campaigning and speaking out on behalf of victims 
of sexual violence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Spate of crime 
over a few days 

RESIDENTS have been hit by a spate 
of burglaries and car break-ins. West 
Midlands Police has released details 
of seven incidents. Between 6-9pm on 
Friday December 29, a thief smashed 
a car window in Sneyd Lane, Blox¬ 
wich, stealing a dashboard camera. 

Another vehicle was targeted in the 
same road during the early hours of 
New Year’s Day. Also on the Friday 
a burglar smashed their way through 
the front door of a home in Gainsbor¬ 
ough Crescent in Pheasey around 6pm 
but fled when they were disturbed. 

Around about the same time intrud¬ 
ers got in to a home in Charlemont 
Road but left empty-handed. 

Eleanor blamed 
for disruption 

RESIDENTS’ bin collections were de¬ 
layed by a week due to Storm Eleanor. 

Walsall Council stated that the in¬ 
clement weather had damaged the 
main waste disposal centre at Fry¬ 
ers Road, Bloxwich. It meant sev¬ 
eral collections due to take place last 
Thursday were cancelled until today 
(January 11). 

The council was still playing 
catch-up from the heavy snowfall and 
subsequent icy roads over Christmas. 

A Facebook post said: “Storm Elea¬ 
nor has caused structural damage to 
the facility at Fryers Road.” 

Gloucestershire 
walk for group 

RAMBLERS will be heading off to 
Gloucestershire on Sunday, in a 
change to the walk published in their 
programme. 

Following their 7.5 mile ‘Wrekin 
Romp’ circular walk last week, the 
Walsall Group of the Ramblers are 
getting their walking boots out to 
sample the delights of Dymock, near 
Ledbury, for a 9.5 mile circular walk. 

Non-members are always welcome, 
contact the walk leaders on 01922 
691167. More general details are 
available at www.walsallramblers. 
org.uk, also on Facebook and Twitter. 

Traveller sites reduced 
after court injunctions 

THE number of illegal traveller en¬ 
campments reduced last year on the 
back of Walsall Council securing a 
number of injunctions. 

Despite high profile sites popping up 
in 2017, the total number of camps on 
council land fell from 71 in 2016 to 63 
last year. 

The council secured a landmark 
county court injunction in 2016 grant¬ 
ing greater powers to remove travel¬ 
lers from 12 sites more speedily. 


Fantastic savings on bedrooms this week 
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75% off 
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NEW PATIE 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you ai 
and in full time educi 
- or are under 18 . 


• Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 

• 2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry-get the 
smile you always dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 

• Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 


£150 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately! 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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Ratings issued after inspections of nearly 1,000 premises 



New Oriental Garden, in Beeches Road, Bloxwich Surti News, Broadway West, Walsall Taste of Home takeaway in Moat Road 

Council takes action 
on food firm failings 



Blakenall One Call Peri Peri Chicken, in Blakenall Lane Aunt Sally’s Caribbean takeaway in Bridge Street 


COUNTY NEWS 

Best in Brum 
to be awarded 

AN awards ceremony recognising the 
achievements of Birmingham people 
has returned for another year. 

Nominations are now open for the 
Pride of Birmingham Awards, run in 
partnership with TSB. Entry closes on 
January 26, before the winners will 
be announced at a glitzy-star studded 
event at The Great Hall in Birming¬ 
ham University on March 8. 

Dawn Megginson, area director 
TSB West Midlands says: “There are 
thousands of ordinary people right 
across Britain who do extraordinary 
things every day to help others in 
their local communities.” Visit www. 
prideofbritain. com/birmingham 

Splashing the 
cash on treats 

PEOPLE in the West Midlands would 
be willing to fork out £107 for an ex¬ 
tra week’s holiday allowance at work, 
a survey reveals. 

They would also spend £103 for a 
month of nice weather and £82 for 
someone to deep clean their home. 
A personal shopper to buy all their 
Christmas presents was also high on 
the list, with people willing to pay £71 
to offload the task. 

Those interviewed would part with 
£68 for someone to sort out and man¬ 
age their bills and the survey, by loan 
provider Wonga, also revealed people 
would splash out £49 for an extra hour 
in bed. 

£100 waiting 
for best room 

A STAFFORDSHIRE-based home 
furnishing business is running a com¬ 
petition to find the UK’s best spare 
room. Terry’s Fabrics is encouraging 
people from the Black Country and 
Staffordshire to get involved with the 
competition. 

The winner will receive £100 worth 
of Terry’s Fabrics products. A team of 
judges will choose the winner based on 
originality and uniqueness. To enter, 
share a photo of a spare room at www. 
terrysfabrics.co.uk with a caption. 

University's open 
day next month 

THE University of Wolverhampton is 
holding an open day on February 17 
for all would-be students interested in 
gaining more qualifications to further 
themselves or chase certain careers. 

Visitors can look around facilities, 
meet lecturers and see the student ac¬ 
commodation for themselves. For fur¬ 
ther details on the open day, contact 
the enquiries team on 0800 953 3222 
or email enquiries@wlv.ac.uk 


By Carl Jackson 


SCORES of food businesses 
failed hygiene inspections 
in 2017, while seven were 
temporarily shut down, four 
were prosecuted and anoth¬ 
er caused a salmonella out¬ 
break. 

Walsall Council officers visited 
nearly 1,000 premises last year. 

Food Standards Agency records 
show that the authority dished out 
six basement zero ratings demanding 
‘urgent’ improvement and more than 
70 level one ratings requiring ‘major’ 
improvement. 

Dozens more including a school club 
were given a two rating falling below 
‘satisfactory’ standards. The findings 
come as an Environmental Health 
report for the borough has been pub¬ 
lished for the last 12 months. 

Infestations 

It reveals for the first time that nine 
people fell ill last from salmonella 
after eating kebab meat and salad 
which was traced back to a takeaway. 

The council would not reveal the 
identity of the firm, which has since 
closed, stating legal action was pend¬ 
ing. 

The document also states that seven 
businesses were served with Hygiene 
Emergency Prohibition Notices order¬ 
ing them to close due to serious rat or 
mice infestations. 

They were Willenhall Supermarket 
on Walsall Road, Bangla Store on Mil- 
ton Street, Shake & Grill on Stafford 
Street, High Street Cafe in Walsall 
Wood, F B Supermarket on Milton 
Street, Chicken.com on Stafford Street 
and Pizza Cottage on Caldmore Road. 
All but Willenhall Supermarket ad¬ 
dressed the issues and have re-opened. 

The council took four businesses 


to court during 2017 - East End 
Tandoori on Hawes Close, was fined 
£2,400, hit with £1,600 costs and a 
£40 victim surcharge; Beijing House 
on Bloxwich Road was fined £400 and 
told to pay £1,500 in costs and a £40 
surcharge; Bucaresti in Caldmore 
Green, faced a £1,800 fine, £2,497.50 
in costs and a £180 surcharge; and 
Pool Street Chippy was given a £400 
fine, £1,837 costs bill and £48 sur¬ 
charge. 

The council chose not to issue no¬ 
tices to those they handed a zero 
hygiene rating stating they simply 
required them to address the issues. 
Those businesses were Blakenall 
One Call Peri Peri Chicken on Blak¬ 
enall Lane, New Oriental Garden 
on Beeches Road, Aunt Sally’s on 
Bridge Street, Surti News on Broad¬ 
way West, and The Taste of Home on 
Moat Road. 

In total 86 per cent of businesses in 
Walsall are rated satisfactory or bet¬ 
ter - level 3 to 5 - including those that 


were inspected last year. Councillor 
Ian Shires, communities and leisure 
chief, argued that the authority was 
very active on cracking down on hy¬ 
giene. 

He said: “We take the safety of our 
residents very seriously and are a 
comparatively tough, as well as dili¬ 
gent, authority when it comes to en¬ 
forcement and numbers of premises 
inspected. 

“We have rated 89 per cent of prem¬ 
ises - 10 per cent more than the re¬ 
gional average of 79 per cent. 

“I’m pleased to report that less 
than half a per cent of businesses in¬ 
spected were awarded a zero rating, 
whilst some 45 per cent received the 
maximum rating of 5. However, the 
situation is ever changing. As new 
owners take over businesses they are 
re-rated, businesses close, new busi¬ 
nesses open and every time officers 
inspect a premises, the rating could 
go up, go down or stay the same. 

“The current position is 403 prem¬ 


ises in the borough saw their rating 
improved, 158 saw their rating go 
down whilst some 670 remained the 
same. Clearly it is in the businesses’ 
own interest to ensure they comply 
with regulation and produce safe food 
as a better rating should give them an 
advantage over neighbouring busi¬ 
nesses.” 

He added: ”We have set the bar 
quite high and have seen a great deal 
of improvement over time. People 
will know what to expect when they 
walk into somewhere to buy food. In 
the last 12 months we have been more 
proactive in publishing stuff, getting 
the outlets to be proud of what they 
do, if they are doing good they should 
be shouting about it. 

“It is not about trying to catch peo¬ 
ple out it is about raising standards.” 

He added: “It is about raising 
standards through transparency.” 

• Visit the the story at Expressand- 
star.com for a list of the firm rated 
below satisfactory during 2017. 


Tip workers 
help woman 
find thrown 
away £1,000 

THERE were tears of relief for one 
woman after binmen helped find 
£1,040 she had accidentally thrown 
away in the rubbish. 

The woman went to the Household 
Recycling Centre on Shidas Lane in 
Oldbury to throw away some black 
bags filled with waste after decorating 
her baby’s bedroom. 

What she didn’t know at the time 
was that she was also throwing away 
a roll of £1,040 of her own cash, which 
she had accidentally swept into one of 
the bags alongside the rubbish. In a 
panic the resident came back to the 
depot the following morning before it 
was due to open. 

Serco waste team members Gary 
Smith, Tom Holland and Jason 
Timmins immediately stepped in to 
help, opening up the skip and hunt¬ 
ing through mound upon mound of 
household rubbish. 

After nearly three hours of fruitless 
searching, they eventually found the 
£1,040 of missing money right at the 
bottom of the skip, tied together with 
a rubber band. Overjoyed to be reu¬ 
nited with her cash, the woman, who 
didn’t want to be named, burst into 
tears with relief and hugged the team. 

She later returned to once again ex¬ 
press her gratitude, giving the team 
a gift of a tin of biscuits and a box of 
samosas for their trouble. 

Serco Sandwell boss John Mason 
said: “When the team saw how upset 
the resident was they immediately 
volunteered to help. Hunting through 
piles of rubbish for nearly three hours 
is no-one’s idea of fun, but they said 
the look on the lady’s face when they 
finally found the money definitely 
made it all worthwhile.” 

School demolition 
plan thumbs up 

A PROPOSAL to demolish and re¬ 
build a primary school has been given 
the go-ahead, despite concerns about 
road safety. 

The Department for Education had 
put forward the scheme to expand 
Rivers Primary Academy in Bloxwich. 

It will see it increase from a 1.5 
form entry to a two form, while a 
52-place nursery will also be built. 
Walsall Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee gave ‘delegated approval’ to the 
scheme on Thursday evening mean¬ 
ing it will go ahead but officers have 
issues to resolve around a new access 
on to the busy Goscote Lane. 

Councillor Angela Underhill, dep¬ 
uty chairman of the committee, said: 
“More consideration needs to be given 
around the safety of the new entrance 
off Goscote Lane.” 


TAYLORS [aa] 
AUTO 13 . 

Our Promise, aJJSIand 

not only do we ciass7Vans 

guarantee you an 
honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 29.99 

(Servicing & tyres available) 

Tel:01543 3 7 2 6 73 

Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, 
West Midlands WS9 9BU 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge I 




5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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FUNERAL SERVICE 


FREE! With every funeral arranged: 

A PERSONALISED KEEPSAKE 
AN ON-LINE MEMORIAL 

For your friends and family to share memories and photos. 

A FUNERAL NOTICE 

Giving funeral information and directions, 
for you to share instantly with all your phone contacts. 


We’re local, we’re independent and we care! 


PELSALL 

01922 685999 

63 Norton Road, Pelsall. 

Here for you - 24 hours a day! 

Part ofTamworth Co-operative Society Ltd. Not connected with any other business in the area. 


GREAT WYRLEY 

01922419090 

164 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years 

Make Your 

0„1, £ 95.00 (no VAT to ]j }y) 

Per person for couples, Mirror 

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT t ay) 

A home visit at a convenient 

For information and appointrmnf cal^ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
Goodwills also offer probate services 
Members of the riters 


























































Poundland 
celebrates 
best ever 
Christmas 

POUNDLAND, the Black Coun¬ 
try-based discount retail giant, has 
revealed its best-ever set of Christmas 
figures. It’s flagship store in Wolver¬ 
hampton was one of 121 nationwide 
that racked up sales of £100,000 in a 
single week. 

Over the festive period bar- 
gain-hunting shoppers stripped 
Poundland’s shelves of more than 
five million rolls of wrapping paper, 
a million units of tinsel; over 26 mil¬ 
lion Christmas Cards and 28 million 
Christmas tree baubles. 

And the Willenhall-headquartered 
company hailed its controversial “Elf 
Behaving Badly” social media cam¬ 
paign, saying it had pulled in ‘signifi¬ 
cant numbers of shoppers’ during the 
final week, with more than 200,000 
‘bad’ elves sold. Other best-sellers 
included a range of light-up wine 
bottles, novelty £1 mugs and almost 
250,000 items from Poundland’s new 
Nooky range of sex toys. 

Poundland sold out of its 500,000 
own label chocolate bar Twin Peaks 
while sales of Toblerones also rose to 
3.3 million over the three months to 
Christmas Eve - enough to stretch up 
and down the M6 2.5 times. Total con¬ 
fectionery sales increased by nine per 
cent, or £3.5 million. 

Managing director, Barry Williams 
said: “This Christmas, sales have even 
exceeded our high expectations.” 

library opening 
hours boost bid 

OPENING hours at half a dozen li¬ 
braries across the borough could be 
expanded in a move which would 
allow visitors to go along when the 
buildings were unstaffed. 

Walsall Council stated work is ‘on¬ 
going’ towards installing the ‘Open+ 
access control system’ at libraries in 
Aldridge, Bloxwich, Brownhills, Dar- 
laston, Willenhall and Streetly. 

It is hoped the scheme could be 
rolled out in phases across the sites 
within the 2018/19 financial year. 

Culture chief, Councillor Ian Shires, 
said: “It is about trying to make the 
service more user friendly. People 
would have a card to get in, that’s how 
it tends to work in other places in the 
country we have looked at.” 


Police seek rider 

AN appeal has been issued for a 
moped rider involved in ‘suspicious 
activity’. 

West Midlands Police wants to 
track down a ‘teenage boy’ seen on a 
black bike, wearing a black and yellow 
helmet, who has ‘caused alarm’ in the 
Aldridge and Streetly areas. Call po¬ 
lice on 101. 


Blakemore 



A cheque presented to Central Youth Theatre 


grants boost for causes 


FAMILY business A F Blakemore 
& Son has awarded a dozen good 
causes a grant of £1,917 each. 

They have been given through 
its charitable trust, the Blakemore 
Foundation, marking last year’s 
centenary of the Willenhalll com¬ 
pany. 

It launched a 1917 Heritage 
Grant Scheme to support local 
good causes, not only in the Black 
Country, but across the UK. 

The company accepted applica¬ 
tions over spring and summer. 

Among those helped was Central 


Youth Theatre in Wolverhampton. 

A F Blakemore community af¬ 
fairs oficer Kate Senter said: “A 
F Blakemore & Son has a long 
history of supporting local good 
causes and the 1917 Heritage 
Grant Scheme has complemented 
this perfectly. 

“The 1917 Heritage Grant 
Scheme received more than 400 
worthy requests from good causes 
across the UK. 

“It is hoped that each grant 
will support the local good cause’s 
sustainability for years to come in 


recognition of the company’s com¬ 
mitment to growing sustainably 
for the benefit of staff, customers 
and the community.” 

The company also marked its 
centenary year in 2017 with a 
series of focus weeks and charity 
birthday parties 

The Blakemore Foundation was 
established by the Blakemore fam¬ 
ily in 1992 and over the last decade 
has donated more than £1.7 million 
to good causes across the compa¬ 
ny’s trading area, which stretches 
across England and Wales. 


Manor ordered to scrap 
ops to help free up beds 


WALSALL Manor Hospital has been 
ordered to cancel operations in a 
desperate bid to free up beds and 
medical staff. 

In an unprecedented move, NHS Eng¬ 
land has told Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust to delay pre-planned operations 
and routine outpatient appointments 
until the end of the month due to severe 
winter pressures. 

But bosses have vowed to press ahead with 
surgical procedures, and say priority will be 
given to urgent cases. 

Roseanne Crossey, the trust’s head of busi¬ 
ness development and planning, said the hospi¬ 
tal had ‘opened up additional capacity’ to meet 
extra demand. “We are where we expected to 
be at this busy time of year,” she said. “Our 
primary concern is the safe care of our patients, 
whether they are in the hospital, at home or 
being treated in the community. 

“Our surgical procedures are going ahead 
with priority being given to cancer and urgent 
cases.” Additional support put in place by the 
trust includes longer hours in GP surgeries, 
while efforts are ongoing to discharge patients 
more quickly. 

Trust bosses have also warned patients to 
stay away from the hospital’s A&E depart¬ 
ment unless their conditions require urgent 
treatment. The trust came under increasing 
strain in the run up to Christmas, posting bed 
occupancy rates that were among the highest 
in the country. 

NHS England said that across the coun¬ 
try up to 55,000 operations could be delayed 
this month, although cancer operations and 
time-critical procedures should go ahead as 
planned. Rules banning mixed sex wards have 
been temporarily lifted, while consultants with 
cancelled operations on their books have been 
asked to help man the doors of A&E wards. 

Officials said it was hoped that the measures 
will free up senior hospital doctors to triage 
more patients in A&E, be available for phone 
advice for GPs and ensure that patients in 
hospitals are reviewed twice each day to help 
timely discharges. 


Saddlers’ £2,000 boost for Isabella 
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Isabella, next to Walsall FC mascot Swifty, with friends and family Luke Leahy donates his money 


A FUNDRAISING campaign to 
get a 10-year-old girl to America 
for life-saving treatment has al¬ 
most reached half-way. 

Isabella Lyttle’s story has 
touched the hearts of the com¬ 
munity, including at Walsall FC 
where supporters donated £2,000 
on Saturday. Player Luke Leahy 
also gave his match appearance 
fee of £100. So far, around £70,000 
has been collected for the school¬ 
girl, who needs treatment in New 


York for neuroblastoma. But, de¬ 
spite closing in on the half-way 
point, much more is needed to 
meet the £155,000 cost. 

Father Mark Lyttle said: “We’ve 
had so much support which we are 
grateful of, but we still need much 
more. Getting this far has made 
us believe we can do it.” 

The next fundraiser for Isabella 
will be held at Walsall’s Tesco 
store. A day of bucket collections 
will take place after the supermar¬ 


ket got onboard the campaign. Is¬ 
abella is also to travel to London 
in February for radioactive ther¬ 
apy. 

Mr Lyttle said: “We are having 
a break from public fundraising 
for her treatment but we hope the 
support keeps coming in.” 

Donate to Isabella’s campaign 
at justgiving.com/campaigns/ 
charity/ s olvingkidscancer/isab ell- 
alyttle. Pledges can also be made 
by texting ISLY88 £1-10 to 70070 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Masterpiece at 
Walsall gallery 

A MASTERPIECE from the National 
Gallery is coming to the New Art Gal¬ 
lery in Walsall. 

Hans Holbein’s A Lady With a 
Squirrel and a Starling will be the 
centrepiece in the family gallery from 
tomorrow, Friday. It is being shown 
alongside works from the Walsall gal¬ 
lery’s permanent collection. 

A preview night is due tonight, 
Thursday, from 6pm to 8pm. 

On February 8 at 2pm Dr Susan 
Foister, deputy director of The Na¬ 
tional Gallery, will be visiting to dis¬ 
cuss the painting. It is free to attend 
but places need to be booked on 01922 
654400. 

Ex-Walsall player 
Alan Deakin dies 

FORMER Walsall FC and Aston Vil¬ 
la player Alan Deakin has died. The 
Birmingham-born winger bagged 50 
appearances with the Saddlers joining 
in 1969 and playing until 1972. 

He had arrived at Walsall from the 
Villans where he had featured much 
more prominently racking up 270 
matches in a decade from 1959 to 1969. 
Walsall FC confirmed the 76-year-old 
had died, tweeting: “Walsall Football 
Club are saddened to hear of the pass¬ 
ing of our former player Alan Deakin. 

“Our condolences go out to Alan’s 
family and friends at this sad time.” 

Fewer traveller 
sites in borough 

THE number of illegal traveller en¬ 
campments reduced in the borough 
last year on the back of Walsall Coun¬ 
cil securing a number of injunctions. 

Despite high profile sites popping up 
in 2017, notoriously including Walsall 
Arboretum and Aldridge Airport, the 
total number of camps on council land 
fell from 71 in 2017 to 63 last year. 

While those on private plots 
dropped to 16 from 27. 

The council secured a landmark 
county court injunction in 2016 grant¬ 
ing greater powers to remove travel¬ 
lers from 12 sites more speedily. 

Blues stalwarts at 
city's Guildhall 

BRITISH blues stars Paul Jones and 
Dave Kelly will perform in Stafford¬ 
shire on Saturday. 

Former Manfred Mann singer Jones 
and guitarist Kelly are also members 
of The Blues Band. The duo will be 
on the Lichfield Arts calendar, in the 
Guildhall, Bore Street, at 8pm. 

For further information about 
ticket prices and their availability for 
the show call the box office direct on 
01543 262223. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Whkh?) Trusted 
Trader 
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All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 
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Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Protest: It’s 
lettuce 
leaves at 
the ready 

THINGS aren’t looking too good for 
Carlinis, a new Italian restaurant in Al- 
brighton, where the chef boasted on 
Facebook about “spiking” a vegan’s 
meal. 

Laura Goodman has now quit, after 
militant vegans reportedly threatened 
to target the restaurant. You can always 
spot militant vegan protesters. They only 
throw lettuce leaves and lentils. 

□ □□ 

THAT said, I now find myself eating 
more vegan-friendly food than ever be¬ 
fore, after being told at one of those 
routine mid-life health checks that my 
cholesterol is too high. Not dramatical¬ 
ly, but I do need to improve my diet. It 
seems cream crackers in the morning, 
bread-and-butter seasoned with a cou¬ 
ple of pork scratchings for lunch, and mi¬ 
crowaved meatballs and spuds at night 
won’t really cut it any more. 

In the past I would have shrugged this 
off, but a few deaths over the past few 
years - some close - have made me 
ponder how fleeting life can be. So I now 
consume an extortionately-priced health 
drink each day, as well as five portions of 
fruit and veg. 

Now I’ve always been a five-a-day 
sceptic, mainly because I don’t like glib 
soundbites trotted out by the sort of peo¬ 
ple who think there is a place in the Eng¬ 
lish language for terms such as “stake¬ 
holders” and “outreach”. And it’s time 
consuming. 

The initial plan was to buy an appropri¬ 
ate selection of fruit and veg, and stick 
it in the blender to make one disgusting 
drink which I could wolf down once a 
night and be done with. If only. 

Unfortunately, liquefied food can only 
account for one of the five. So a glass of 
orange juice seems less bother. 

Then there is the question of what con¬ 
stitutes a “portion”. Government guide¬ 
lines say 80g, but I suspect that means 
as little to you as it does to me. 

An apple counts as one, which I can 
eat while I work, although peeling and 
slicing it the night before to avoid losing 
teeth is seriously tedious. 

I hoped a large box of chopped swedes 
and carrots would be the answer, but you 
have to eat half the packet for it to count 
as one of the five. No wonder there’s an 
obesity crisis. 

So my nights now consist of glugging 
orange juice while the peas and carrots 
simmer in the pan. Then, after News at 
Ten, its time for some fruit - usually straw¬ 
berries (no sugar) or pineapples - washed 
down with a bottle of Benecol to make it 
taste nicer. Can’t tell you how much I’m 
loving life at the moment. 


Interesting phrase, hardly used, and a little bit weird 



Kim Jong-un and “I’ve got a bigger 
nuclear button than you” contest 


Lord Adonis - wants to be free to campaign 
for a second EU referendum 


Hattie Jacques - we get all wistful about 
some legendary golden nursing age 




Bearing the brunt 
of this quirky word 


QUIRKY phrases department. It was reported 
this week that coastal areas “bore the brunt” of 
Storm Eleanor. Interesting word, brunt. Nobody 
really knows where the word comes from and 
we hardly ever use it except when something or 
someone is bearing it. Brunt. The more you say 
it, the weirder it sounds. 

ABOUT 1,400 cars were destroyed in the 
spectacular car-park fire in Liverpool. I wonder 
how many insurance different claims will be 
made. 

THE wonder is that such fires are so rare. If 
you take the gloomy view, a multi-storey car 
park is basically a pile of petrol bombs parked 
closely to each other with its sides open to the 
wind and with ramps helpfully providing a route 
for an inferno to grow and spread. It sometimes 
occurs to me that if the internal-combustion 
engine were invented today, it would never get 
past the health-and-safety people. So, Mr In¬ 
ventor, in order to refuel these so-called cars of 
yours, you will need 100,000-gallon petrol tanks 
buried in the centre of all our towns and cities, 
and you will park these cars in thousands of 
high-rise crematoria? Not a chance. 

IT is hard to rejoice at the 70th anniversary 
of the NHS when we have spent the past sev¬ 
en decades moaning that it has never been as 
good as it used to be. We get all wistful about 
some legendary golden age, usually involving 
tightly-folded bedsheets, carbolic and Hattie 
Jacques. The big difference between 1948 and 
2018 is the nature of patients and their illness¬ 
es. Seventy years ago the sick were, by and 
large, ill as a result of things done to them by 
the establishment.They were the wounded and 
shell-shocked of two world wars, the victims of 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


damp slums, dangerous factories, dusty coal 
mines and malnutrition. They were the hapless 
customers who believed the all-pervading prop¬ 
aganda that smoking was not only fashionable 
but good for you. Today, NHS waiting lists are 
stuffed with people who are bombarded with 
healthy-living advice but prefer to ignore it and 
are ill as a result of lifestyle choices. And while it 
may be wrong to ration or refuse NHS treatment 
to those who have screwed up their own health, 
you can’t help thinking what the hungry, bron¬ 
chitic, war-wounded patients of 1948 would 
make of the obese, hungover patients of today. 
They might well ask: “What are you doing in the 
queue?” 

ONE of my New Year resolutions is to be kind¬ 
er to the generation usually described as millen- 
nials, hipsters or snowflakes. But I’m putting it 
on hold for a while, having stumbled across a 
report on an assortment of twentysomethings 
moaning about how they cannot afford to get 
on the property ladder. One is described as “a 
part-time writer and illustrator” while another 
says she is a “marketing and lifestyle blogger.” 
Listen, kids. These are not jobs. They are, at 
best, hobbies. This explains why the building 
society manager’s eyes do not light up when 
he gets your mortgage-application form. Get a 
proper, full-time job, put in all the overtime you 
can, save a few grand and try again. 

ONE of the enduring mysteries of the internet 
age is that people who are already online will 


email or text about an issue without first making 
an elementary check on Google. For those who 
harangued me on the subject, there is nothing 
blasphemous, lazy or ungrammatical about the 
term Xmas. 

OH, dear. Donald Trump has got into an “I’ve 
got a bigger nuclear button than you” contest 
with Kim Jong-un. Whatever next? 

MEANWHILE, it is revealed that thousands 
of medical emergencies are being answered 
not by paramedics but by specially-trained fire¬ 
fighters. “Hello, is that 999? I’ve got this burning 
sensation.” 

ADONIS wants to be free to campaign for a 
second EU referendum. He thinks remaining in 
the EU is a good idea. Mind you, he also thinks 
HS2 is a good idea. His solution to Britain’s 
transport problem is to pour thousands more 
commuters into London each day by driving a 
new railway 100 yards wide through some of the 
most beautiful English countryside, demolishing 
properties and farms and blighting thousands 
of homes. And to what end? To cut 20 minutes 
off the time from London to Brum. The Adonis 
cure for our housing shortage is equally bru¬ 
tal, to concrete over half of southern England, 
plonking a million new homes in a vast arc from 
Oxford to Cambridge. He is one of those people 
who is entirely driven by the notion of ‘growth’, 
who genuinely cannot understand that most of 
us would rather spend 20 minutes longer on 
the train than rip up a single ancient forest. The 
‘growth’ brigade’s only strategy is to lay more 
concrete, erect more buildings and allow Brit¬ 
ain’s population to grow to 80 or 100 million. 
There has to be a better way. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Companies 
are never 
really at 
our service 

IT baffles me why these departments are 
called Customer Service as that seems to 
be the last thing they do. I called recently 
regarding a delivery I was expecting - to 
replace a damaged item. This was due to 
be picked up and a new one delivered. 

I had called once to report the item as 
damaged. Twenty minutes later after try¬ 
ing to get to the appropriate department 
and listening to irritating music while the 
girl with the annoying voice said “Your 
call is important to us, we appreciate your 
patience etc, etc”, I hung up. 

Companies are always very careful to 
say your call is being recorded. Is that just 
in case you hurl abuse down the phone? 

Anyway, when I had a bit more time I 
tried again. Eventually after going through 
the list of options, none of which suited 
my query - option 3 then option 5 and 
back to option 2, aagh! - I opted for the 
sales line, knowing that would be the one 
most likely to be answered. Five minutes 
later I actually spoke to a PERSON! She 
told me it wasn’t really the correct depart¬ 
ment but she would put me through to the 
right one. I begged her “Please don’t let 
me be holding on for so long” and she as¬ 
sured me I would be put straight through. 

I still had to wait five minutes! 

Finally the annoying music - played so 
loud you have to hold the phone away 
from your ear - stopped and a woman 
answered. I gave her my order number, 
name, address, postcode etc and she 
tracked me down on the computer. She 
was very sorry and a replacement would 
be sent and the damaged one picked up. 

The following week, I received a text 
saying one company would collect my 
damaged parcel but no mention of de¬ 
livering the new one. Back on the phone 
- this was a drawer unit for the bedroom 
and, having removed the old one, I was 
fed up of piles of clothes all over the floor. 

Again I was passed around only to be 
told the new one would be delivered by 
another company. Delivery day came and 
went but no replacement item, although 
the old one had gone from the car port. 

Next morning at 8.05, minutes after the 
department opened, I rang to complain. I 
explained that nothing had arrived. They 
claimed they had tried to deliver it but no- 
one was in so they left a card. Rubbish! 
My son and two builders were there and 
no card was put through the door. 

But don’t worry, it would arrive and I 
would get something as a ‘goodwill’ ges¬ 
ture. Eventually it did turn up, dumped 
by the front door in full view of the street. 
Goodwill gesture? You guessed it - noth¬ 
ing - but then again I would have been 
happy to just sort out the problem at 
my first attempt. Customer service? You 
must be joking! SUE ATTWATER 



Lets make it happen this year - with the No.1 made to measure experts 



Add /alue to your home with our amazing concept 



DON’T throw out 
costly cabinets 
when you can 
re-use them! 

We Can 
Replace 
the 

Doors 
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On song for good causes to the tune of £1,200 


WILLENHALL Singers were in con¬ 
cert on Saturday November 18, we 
hope our audience enjoyed our concert 
and our guests the Walsall Brass Band. 

We raised a total of £1,200 at the 
concert for our charity, local branches 
of Dementia Care and the Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

We would like to thank everyone 
who supported us from the local areas 
of New Invention, Short Heath, Blox- 
wich, Willenhall and Wednesfield and 
further afield. 


The choir had a wonderful time and 
enjoyed performing for you. So thank 
you to the organisers, the choir, our 
MD and accompanist and everyone 
who helped behind the scenes or do¬ 
nated raffle prizes and refreshments. 

Well done everyone! 

Following this we have been out and 
about carol singing and were amazed at 
the generosity of shoppers in Wednes¬ 
field Sainsbury’s and Wolverhampton 
Asda for their kind donations. 

We also thank Sainsbury’s and Asda 


for allowing us into their stores to en¬ 
tertain the shoppers and help to raise 
funds. 

The final cheque was presented on 
Thursday 14th December at a concert 
in St John’s church Wolverhampton 
for £2,220 to the Alzheimer’s Society 
and dementia care. 

We would like to thank everyone in 
our local area who gave so generously 
to this charity. 

PAM PROFFITT 
Chairman - Willenhall Singers 


A good pub 
has unique 
social role 

DRY January? No-one can 
condone excessive drinking 
and for many people, includ¬ 
ing Camra friends of mine, 
‘dry’ January will provide 
a sensible pause. However 
there is another side to this 
story. 

It is two years since the 
Chief Medical Officer, Dame 
Sally Davies, proposed a 
limit so minimal it would 
place reasonable, respon¬ 
sible drinkers well into the 
excessive consumption zone. 

However, it is now ac¬ 
knowledged that pubs can 
provide the social contact 
necessary to promote well¬ 
being and mental health. 
Personally I know of no bet¬ 
ter tonic than a good pub. 
The greatest social centre 
ever devised is the tradi¬ 
tional British local. It can 
accommodate a quiet read 
of the E&S, a pub game, a 
conversation, a debate and 
sometimes an instant party. 

A great leveller of race 
and class, it is a place where 
excessive consumption is 
monitored by management 
and by peers. 

Unlike drinking at home. 
KEITH WATKINS 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can story, write to The Editor, 
be seen at www.ipso. Chronicles, 51 -53 Queen 

co.uk. If you are unhap- Street, Wolverhampton, 
py with the accuracy of a WV1 1ES 



Merging surgeries 
will be detrimental 

A SCHEME has been proposed to merge a number of sur¬ 
geries in Walsall and resite them in a new building near 
to the Arboretum junction. This over-centralisation will 
mean that patients attending the Limes Surgery and the 
one at Sycamore House will have much further to travel 
and will find inadequate parking when they get there. 

For those who depend on public transport, particularly 
the elderly, it will make access to what will be a less pa¬ 
tient-friendly venue much more difficult. I do not believe 
that the premises at the existing surgeries and the Lichfield 
Street surgery are so inadequate that this plan should be 
implemented. The cost of the proposed new building will 
be enormous and to waste money on such an idea when the 
NHS is desperately short of cash seems senseless. 

JOHN LESTER 
Walsall 


Is football 
managing 
to survive? 

ONE of the best parts of the 
festive season has been the 
time to enjoy attending or 
viewing the wide choice of 
football over the holidays. 

Thousands travel across 
the country to support their 
teams. Hours are spent on 
channel searches for that 
special match. Well done to 
all the players and fans who 
play and attend local foot¬ 
ball too. 

England’s national sport? 
There is so much enjoyment 
and passion. Sadly there is 
also complacency in football. 

The managers rounda¬ 
bout is harming English 
football. Managers such as 
Pulis, Pardew, Allardyce, 
Redknap, to name but a few 
ricochet from club to club. 

It would be better to cul¬ 
tivate younger managers 
from lower leagues. Give 
new names a chance. En¬ 
courage talent. 

Time for a change in foot¬ 
ball management and at 
directors-level policies. Sav¬ 
ing cash on untried less ex¬ 
pensive managers may also 
allow fans to pay less at the 
turnstiles. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 

Walsall 



"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 
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Which? 


www.suddz.co.uk 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 
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service 


0 % 


*Terms & 
Conditions Apply 


c^uddz /bathrooms & /kitchens 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 
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CASTLE? 

WINDOWS 


9.89 OUT OF 10 


4 / 
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s trade.com 

Where reputation matters 
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FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

(Authorised and regulated by Unit i, Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

the financial Conduct Authority) Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 
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Custom 


Step 2 

Select from 50 designs 
all available as corner 
sofas and bed sofas 


Choose from over 
2000 fabrics 


Bring your sizes 
to our showroom 


made to 
measure 
sofa 


Leave only a 10% 
deposit on your sofa 


Pay the remaining Save hundreds of pounds 
balance on delivery when buying direct 
from the manufactures 


Hear our radio advert 
on Signal 107.7FM 
and Smooth Radio 
105.7FM 



Buy British for Superior Quality 



20 Years of Quality Manufacturing 


Thomas Street, Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 

Open; 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Sun and Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 


©01902 425 225 


Teenagers 
locked up 
for Co-op 
robbery 


TWO teenagers brandishing a gun and an 
axe threatened a terrified shop assistant be¬ 
fore escaping with a swag of cash, cigarettes 
and alcohol, a court heard. 

The pair, who were both 16 at the time, have been 
locked up for the ‘well-planned, well-oiled’ robbery 
at the Co-op store in Tipton last March. 


A third youth, who car¬ 
ried a knife, is still at large. 

The gang jumped on to 
the counter at the Upper 
Church Lane branch and 
ordered the lone assistant to 
open the tills. One of them 
pointed the gun in the face 
of the employee who was 
so panic-stricken, he held 
open a carrier bag - used 
to deposit the cash - for the 
robbers. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard how the shop 
was not busy. They also 
went with a change of cloth¬ 
ing and covered their faces, 
said Mr Walter Bealby, pros¬ 
ecuting. 

But the two defendants, 
who cannot be named be¬ 
cause of their ages, were 
arrested just five days later 
after one was spotted out¬ 
side their former school 


By Marion Brennan 

with a knife identical to that 
used in the the raid. 

Clothing found dumped 
near the Co-op by an em¬ 
ployee contained DNA 
which also incriminated 
them. 

CCTV footage played to 
the court showed the gang 
entering the shop just after 
8.30pm on March 23. At 
least £300 cash was taken. 

The pair, from West Bro¬ 
mwich, each pleaded guilty 
to robbery. The younger of 
the two, who also admit¬ 
ted possessing an offensive 
weapon, was sentenced to 41 
months in a youth offender 
institution. His accomplice, 
who also admitted possess¬ 
ing a firearm with intent to 
cause fear, was sentenced to 
32 months detention. 


Smile for Joel gets a 
royal seal of approval 



The Duchess with her Smile for Joel wristband 


PROUDLY holding up a Smile for Joel wristband, the 
Duchess of Cornwall has given a royal seal of approval to 
the Black Country organisation. 

The fundraising charity was set up by Suzy Evans and 
her son Owen Richards after their family was torn apart by 
the 2015 beach terror attack in Tunisia. 

Suzy’s teenage son Joel Richards, aged 19, her brother 
Adrian Evans, 49, and father Patrick, 78, all died while on 
holiday together. 

Tens of thousands of pounds have been raised by Smile 
for Joel since its inception. 

Dozens of celebrities have thrown their backing behind 
the group’s efforts - with the Duchess the latest. 

A Smile for Joel statement says: “Thank you to everyone 
for all your amazing wristband pictures. 

“For our last one for 2017, we would like to share a spe¬ 
cial one. Thank you to HRH the Duchess of Cornwall.” 



£l£i Britannia 


Pine & Furniture 


Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, 
Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 
A huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
fantastic two storey showroom 


Bespoke Hallway Units - made on premises 

J • • W 

K ° 

Vermont Light Oak Range 




Bespoke Kitchens - made on premises 


SALE PRICE - 2 & 3 SEATER SOFAS FROM £399! 


FIREPLACES 
ALL 48" MARBLE £599 
ALL 54" MARBLE £699 

INCLUDING FREE SELECTED 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE! 


BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Single Divan & Mattress 


from only 

£79 


WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE GUARANTEED! 


71 Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

Telephone: 01922 473880 

OPENING HOURS Monday-Friday 9am-4.30pm Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday Closed 

SAVE ££££££££3£' S m 


Kensington Chunky Oak Range Zenn 100% Solid Oak Collection 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our ESSHs hop: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: britanniap@aol.com 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

_www.britanniapine.co.uk_ 























































woman spared jail after 
grandfather 'terrified' 


Rock night raises MS cash 



Chris Plumbly, front left, with organiser Doddy White along with musicians 
Blade Edwards, back left, and Connor Emms from the band New Saints 


MORE than £1,000 was raised for 
charity in a rock ‘n’ roll event. 

More than 100 people filled the 
Duke of Cambridge pub, Coltham 
Road, Willenhall, to listen to dif¬ 
ferent acoustic rock performers 
throughout the afternoon. 

The money went to MS Society 
in the Black Country - a group of 
local people suffering with the neu¬ 
rological condition, their family, 
friends and carers who support one 
another. 

Landlord Chris Plumbly, aged 


58, from Willenhall, suffers with 
MS himself. 

He said: “I was working behind 
the bar but it was absolutely bril¬ 
liant. There were quite a few people 
in and out the door, it was an ab¬ 
solutely cracking atmosphere. For a 
small backstreet pub for one after¬ 
noon, I was very pleased with the 
money we raised.” 

The event was staged from 4 to 
10pm and was arranged by Doddy 
White of Facebook fan group Rock¬ 
ers Through the Ages. 


A WOMAN who forced her naked 
grandfather to jump 15 feet to 
the ground, breaking his leg, has 
been spared jail. 

Jade Brindley was armed with a 
cricket bat which was used to smash 
her way into the Burntwood home of 
Geoffrey Witton, a judge heard. 

The 29-year-old held a grudge against 
him after an alleged incident involving her 
mother Sharon who subsequently stabbed 
him and is now serving a 14-year jail sen¬ 
tence, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

Mother-of-four Brindley shouted to him 
from outside but he had not seen her for 
many years and failed to recognise the 
woman, said Mr Tariq Shakoor, prosecut¬ 
ing. She had sent a text message to a friend 
saying she was going to confront her grand¬ 
father after ‘losing everything,’ continued 
the prosecutor. 

Mr Witton phoned a relative as the de¬ 
fendant broke glass in the back door to gain 
access when refused entry at 7am on July 
29. Mr Shakoor said: “He was naked and 
climbed out of the bathroom window onto a 
roof and, when he heard her coming up the 
stairs, jumped 15 feet onto concrete, feet 
first. He was terrified.” 

Mr Witton fractured his leg in two places 
and, said in a statement, he suffered flash¬ 
backs of the incident. 

Brindley, from Eremon Close, Rugeley, 
admitted possession of an offensive weapon 
and taking revenge on the basis she had not 
intended to cause injury and could not have 
foreseen her grandfather would jump. 

The defendant had spent six months in 
custody on remand after her arrest and, 
Miss Alison Downs, representing her, said: 
“Her life had fallen apart.” 

Brindley, who was freed on bail last 
month, now has supervised access to the 
children every fortnight and is drug free, 
the court heard. She was given a 20 month 
jail term suspended for two years. 
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I^LIDEOUDE 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 



EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 




: 

v 
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www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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Insulated compact electric roller 
door in white 2300mm wide x 
2300mm high overall sizes 
Painted Colour Curtain £45 
Supply Only 


£493 

Fitted Priced 

£669.99 


40mm insulated sectional 
door free painted colour 
choice free motor 
Supply only 

• £739 

Supplied and fitted 

£1049 


all in white 
Supply Only 

£599 

Supplied, fitted with frame 

£685 


Garador Georgian steel 
canopy door in black 

Supplied and fitted 

£587 

White steel frame 


Aldaridge 
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£100 OFF ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 



OSMSEBSiE® 
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excludes fires without ; 

surrounds 



£65 

Inc Vat 



AN ADDITIONAL £100 OFF ANY FIREPLACE 
UNTIL SATURDAY 20th JANUARY* 

l3»« 


1 


Windows at an additional cost 

*AII doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VATj 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 


*Bring voucher to claim discount 

Visit our website for full details of Products and services 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

www.aldridgefireplaces.co.uk 
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WALSALL FIREPLACES 

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest: Choice at; the Lowest Prices 

“FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 

‘Expert Fitting Service Available” 



Full fireplace package 

Choice of Gas or Electric Fire 
Was £1038 °° 


MANY OTHER 
DESIGNS 

AVAILABLE IN OUR 
SHOWROOM 


/j Walsall 
* Fireplaces 

rn AniTifMu a i r trn 


TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. 
Sunday Closed 


79-80 Ablewell Street Walsall WS1 2EU Tel: 01922 644407 

www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 


Charity's record year as 
125 greyhounds saved 



At Bark Inn, Cheryl Jones, Michelle Owen, Juls Farnsworth and Lorella Greenhill 


A DOG charity is celebrat¬ 
ing a record year after it an¬ 
nounced it had rehomed 125 
greyhounds during 2017. 

Aldridge-based Bark Inn Ken¬ 
nels has seen a major surge in 
the number of people looking 
to give rescue dogs a new home, 
with bosses keen to build on this 
success by breaking the 150 mark 
over the next 12 months. 

Backed by Wolverhampton-based 
C&D Consultancy, the organisation 
takes in retired greyhounds and lurch¬ 
ers, with each space costing them £800 
per year for accommodation, vet bills 
and food. 

Founder Michelle Owen said: “In 
2016 we managed to rehome 92 dogs 
and we thought that was an amazing 
achievement. We had reached that fig¬ 
ure by October and have gone on to 
add another 30 plus. 

Greyhounds 

“There definitely seems a move 
from buying puppies to instead look¬ 
ing at rehoming dogs and I’m sure our 
move to our current site in Aldridge 
has also made us more visible.” 

She continued: “Finally, we have 
really benefited from the backing of 
John Woodward at C&D Consultancy. 

“Not only has he rehomed two grey¬ 
hounds for us, but has also put on 
numerous fundraising events to raise 
money and even donated a van to help 
with transporting our dogs around.” 

Bark Inn Kennels was established 
in 2009 by Michelle and has grown 
into one of the largest greyhound re¬ 
homing centres in the West Midlands. 

The management team is supported 
by 10 volunteers, who help with dog 
walking and looking after the kennels. 


It also offers overnight boarding, 
which helps generate important funds 
for the rehoming service. 

“We made the announcement dur¬ 
ing our Kennel Walk on New Year’s 
Day, which attracted more than 100 
people and their dogs. It was a great 
way to start 2018 and we hope that 
all the interest in what we do will see 
more beautiful animals given loving 
homes in the future,” said Michelle. 

C&D’s John Woodward said: “You 
can’t help but be impressed with what 


they achieve at Bark Inn Kennels, es¬ 
pecially with the small team involved. 
They even slept in the kennels with 
the dogs during the recent cold spell 
to make sure they were okay. 

“Michelle is always looking for more 
volunteers and other businesses to 
support them. They’re rehomed more 
than 600 dogs so far and it won’t be 
long until they hit the magical 1,000 
mark.” For further information go on¬ 
line to www.barkinnkennels.co.uk or 
follow @barkinnkennels on Twitter. 
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Topside/Silverside £1.99lb 
Sirloin Steak "1 
Rib Eye Steak 7 61b for £20 
Rump Steak J 

Plus Great Reductions on every cut! 

Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 1935 

38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tei: 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.edmundhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

JE Like us on Facebook 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS * LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury | I Wooden huge I Summer free | I Concrete FREE 
Garden Room Sheds RANGE Houses FITTING Garages F|T ™ G 



771 


Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 

• Old Buildings Removed 
•Asbestos Disposal 


A huge range in stock A huge range in stock A huge range in stock 

from £274 from £599 from £1657 

• Base Laying Service • Made to Measure • Quality at Competitive Prices 

• Free Quotations • Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 



m ail 



THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS EVERY MONDAY 

Express & Star 





















































Ex-Goodyear workers in donations 



Cyril Barrett, Barrie Malia, and Mark Jenkins, with equipment they have donated, at Green Park School, Bilston 

Charities urged to get in 
touch for projects help 

FORMER Goodyear workers who They have already supported 25 not hand out cash donations but will 
have funded a host of charity projects different projects during the past 12 instead purchase vital equipment 
across the Black Country are looking months and Mr Barrett said they were or other items that will benefit their 
for more good causes to support. now keen to hear from other charities work. 

A pot of money is available from the believe they too could benefit a recent example of this saw the 

5/344 Transport and General Work- i rom the fund. former Goodyear employees handover 

ers Union Benevolent Fund to benefit have some money left and £2,000 worth of outdoor toys for pu- 

registered charities that are helping we wou i(j be delighted to help other pils at Broadmeadow Special School in 
vulnerable people in our communities, charities that are helping the most Wolverhampton in November. 

Cyril Barrett, who worked at the vulnerable people in the community Charities can send details of their 
tyre plant for almost 40 years, said in Wolverhampton and the Black project to heather.large@expres- 
they are looking to create a ‘living Country,” he added. To be considered sandstar.co.uk and details will be 
legacy’ to the shopfloor workers who for support, organisations must be forwarded on to the group for consid- 
donated to the fund over the years. registered charities. The group does eration. 



NEW YEAR SPECTACULAR GIVEAWAY 
GENUINE DISCOUNTS CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 

Longford Road Industrial Estate, Longford Road, Bridgtown, Cannock WSII 0DG 


Orangery and Conservatory Specialists 



High security locks 
as standard 


Conservatories 

Orangeries 

Windows 

Composite 

Doors 



• Bi-fold doors 

• Guardian Roofs 

• Cone Furniture 

• Extensions 

• Garages 


Is your conservatory 
going to be cold this winter? 
Fit the No 1 replacement tiled 
roof and feel the difference. 




_ i 



New designs now available now 
even more choice 


Specialists in replacement roofs 



HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS 


As heard on Signal Radio 


Superb Showrooms 
FREE Quotes & 
CAD Design 


Tel: 01543 505100 


Opening times - Showroom Monday to Saturday 9am-4.45pm, 

Out of hours appointments available | Just 500 yards off A5 in Cannock 

email: info@spa-conservatories.co.uk | www.spa-conservatories.co.uk 
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Electrical 

Superstore 


II Borshchelectric www.borshchelectric.co.uk MfcfTBTi 



Birmingham 

Dudley 

Erdington 

Walsall 

Upper Trinity Street, 

Pear Tree Lane, 

1-41 Sutton Road, 

Unit 17-19 Victorian 

Birmingham B9 4EG 

Dudley DY2 OQU 

Erdington B23 6QH 

ArcadeWSI IRE 

0121 773 6361 

01384 571 879 

0121 448 0202 

01922 279927 

Extended guarantee available • Minimum 

12 months guarantee • Local delivery & installation • IER Best Large Independer 

it Retailer of Domestic Appliance 2017 


COOKING I LAUNDRY 



REFRIGERATION I HUGE SELECTION AVAILABLE 



PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 


FREE DELIVERY F< WITH THIS VOUCHER 50 BORSHCH 

_ within a 15 mile_radius__ T’s and_Cs Ap^ly_ d 


Geoff s tribute to Forces 
charity after sight loss 


“I KNOW I’ve got a lot to look 
forward to this year because 
despite my sight loss I’m a 
true soldier. I never say I’m 
defeated.” 

Army veteran Geoff Deaney has 
come out fighting after losing his 
sight and the 70-year-old has paid 
tribute to the charity that helped 
him overcome many of the chal¬ 
lenges and learn new activities 
8tnd skills 

Geoff, from Bentley in Walsall 
started receiving support from Blind 
Veterans UK this time last year. 

He said: “Finding out I would be¬ 
come blind was a real kick to the 
stomach. But over the past year Blind 
Veterans UK have proven to me that 
there is still a lot to be excited about. 

“It’s been a fantastic year and I 
looking forward to seeing what 2018 
has to offer.” 

Posted 

Geoff joined the 3rd Batallion Par¬ 
achute Regiment (3 PARA) in 1963. 
During his 24-year career in the 
Army Geoff served in Australia, Can¬ 
ada, Malta, Germany and Northern 
Ireland. He was also deployed to the 
South Atlantic during the Falklands 
War. He said: “My dad was in the 
RAF and so when I was younger we 
travelled with him wherever he was 
posted. I think that’s what gave me a 
taste for Forces life.” 

Geoff was discharged as a Warrant 
Officer in 1987 and went on to work in 
security. He began to lose his sight due 
to macular degeneration around seven 
years ago. 

“First I noticed that I was having 
real trouble reading, and then I had 
to stop driving because it was too 
dangerous. Now I rely entirely on my 



Geoff Deaney with his son Andy 

peripheral vision because I can’t see 
anything out of the centre of my eyes.” 

Geoff was registered severely sight 
impaired in 2016 and referred to Blind 
Veterans UK by Wolverhampton Eye 
Hospital. Soon afterwards, he at¬ 
tended an introduction week at one of 
the charity’s rehabilitation centres in 
Llandudno. 

“It’s ironic but that week at the 
Blind Veterans UK centre was a real 
eye opener,” he said. “I took part in all 
sorts of activities that I never thought 



Geoff before his first parachute jump 

you could do if you were blind - like 
archery! I also met some inspirational 
blind veterans who showed me how 
much can be achieved if you set your 
mind to it.” 

Geoff has also received regular visits 
at home from one of the charity’s dedi¬ 
cated community support workers. He 
has been given equipment like a one- 
cup kettle to help him avoid scalds, 
and a mobile phone with voice com¬ 
mand so that he can call his friends 
independently. 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


furniture 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm I Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
































TYRECITY 


Prices not available online at tyrecity.co.uk 


New £1 m factory is taking shape 


Accord is moving from Beechdale to a 56,000 sq ft facility in Aldridge, with production to start in the spring 


1,000 timber homes per 
year target at premises 


A £1 MILLION factory where thou¬ 
sands of timber-framed homes will be 
built is taking shape in Walsall. 

Accord will move 25 staff from 
Beechdale to a new 56,000 sq ft manu¬ 
facturing facility in Aldridge. 

Alan Yates, executive commercial di¬ 
rector at Accord, said: “We have ambi¬ 
tious plans for our new factory, which 
is now under construction and which 
will enable us to increase annual pro¬ 
duction to over 1,000 homes per year.” 

Once working to its full capacity the 
new factory will need around 60 extra 


workers. Mr Yates added: “We are ex¬ 
periencing real growth in the business 
by working in partnership with other 
housing associations and local author¬ 
ities across the country. 

“Accord is investing over £1 mil¬ 
lion in developing the new factory, 
including high-value manufacturing 
equipment, and we will be able to both 
meet future orders and create more 
jobs for local people too.” The LoCaL 
Homes factory in Aldridge will go into 
production in the spring and, in addi¬ 
tion to manufacturing more homes, 


the new factory will also manufacture 
additional products and components. 
Dr Chris Handy, Chief Executive 
of Accord, said: “With this amazing 
new factory facility, we will be able 
to commence manufacture of our own 
windows and our new “H-pod” - an 
integrated kitchen and bathroom 
unit that will sit within the panelised 
structure. Our investment has been 
enhanced by grant funding provided 
by the Black Country LEP and the 
Homes and Community Agency, and 
supported by Walsall Council.” 


NEW YEAR! NEW YOU! 


FREE 1 DAY GUEST VISIT 

ADMITS TWO 




Cl LADIES, I AM SO EXCITED 
TO BRING MY 30 MINUTE 
WEIGHT AND INCH LOSS 
CONCEPT TO YOU JJ 


Gymoptiobics 

Fouoci&r 


JOIN NOW 

AND GET YOUR FIRST MONTH 

FREE 

PLUS 1 MONTH FREE VIBRATION TRAINING WORTH £15 

OFFER CLOSE DATE 28TH FEB 


I 14 ft] N+ 


/Mc+*bri««J*cwrt ff.fw 
/ Iw JtT uric u erox cr*wr 

/Ot n y* tvta c*rr 4«« 
/ Ox *rts*x lew nsf c4n 


Kiwvcr £ 

/Frtf ndbte *0 
testvitf pndai 


Make that first step and start your ^ymophobics 
journey today, call 01922 278700 for your 

FREI no obligation consultation. 


www.gymophoblcs.co.uk 

Aldridge 01922 278700: 1 Rookery Lane, Aldridge, WS9 8NN 
Cannock 01543 466679: Watling Street, Orbital Plaza, Bridge Street, Cannock WS11 0DG 


DAWN 


EILEEN 


TYRES FROM £ 26.99 


spy 


V i 

BEFORE AFTIR 


£29.99 

£30.49 

£34.49 


TYRECITY 

LOW PRICES ♦ FAST FITTING 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 
PEUGEOT 206 
VAUXHALL C0RSA 


TYRE SPECIALS FROM... 

e26 .99 PEUGEOT 307 e28 .99 FORD FOCUS 

£27.49 VW GOLF £28.99 FORD FIESTA 

£27.49 F0RDM0NDE0 £29.49 BMW 3 SERIES 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 6pm 
Sat 8:30am - 5pm 
Sun Closed 


V. 01922 666145 


WALSALL 

Stafford Street, WS2 8EA 


Call or drop in today 
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Mick working as a safety officer down the pit 


Mick Drury with Councillor Alan Dean at book launch 


Eastern Europeans waiting to go down the mine 



The mines rescue team at Valley Colliery 


The pits? No l loved it 
says ex-miner Mick 


IT was a job worked in dark¬ 
ness and surrounded by dan¬ 
ger. But for ex-miner-turned- 
author Mick Drury it was the 
best job ever. 

And now the 81-year-old from 
Hednesford has released his mem¬ 
oirs of more than 30 years spent 
at Littleton Colliery, in the village 
of Huntington. 

The colliery closed in 1993 and was 
the last working coal mine on the Can¬ 
nock Chase Coalfield. Mick’s book, 
aptly entitled ‘Boots All My Life’, tells 
tales of his daily life as a miner and 
includes fascinating images of his time 
down the pit. 

He said: “I look back with such fond 
memories despite it being hard work. 
We were moving 22 tonne of coal a 
day. I never realised that everyday 
that was happening. There was great 
comaraderie and the humour in the 
pits kept us going. I went all through 
working on the coalface. 

“Boots All My Life will now be my 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Clare Butler 


10th book. Among the others, I have 
written about the coal board and com¬ 
munity life in ex-army barrack huts, 
which I had to do a lot of research on, 
but this is my memories about my time 
at the colliery.” 

Mick could easily have seen his fu¬ 
ture guided in another path away from 
the coalface had it not been for the 
death of his father. 

Redundant 

“I started in the mines straight after 
I finished school in 1951,” he said. 
“I was originally going to work as a 
printer but my father died in an acci¬ 
dent. It left my brother and mother at 
home without a penny, so I thought I 
can’t let this go on. 

“I went down to the pit and got a job 
within a week.” 

Mick said from that moment on the 
only time he was not down the pit was 


when he was in the Army as a me¬ 
chanic for three years until 1989. 

“I was made redundant in 1989 but 
I still see a lot of people I know around 
the town,” he said. “I have kept in 
touch with most of the men who used 
to work there, despite some of them 
sadly passing on now, but we still try 
to have our gatherings.” 

The book has taken 16 years to 
write, on and off, before finally mak¬ 
ing it to publication. It was originally 
to be left just to Mick’s family and was 
never intended to be put out for the 
public to enjoy. 

“Back in the 70s I met with an au¬ 
thor from Hednesford who said that 
I should write down about my time 
at the mines,” added Mick. “Then, 
in 2001, I formed the Mining Society 
in Cannock Chase and realised that I 
had come across books about different 
mines but there was nothing about 
Cannock. 

Boots All My Life is available 
from Councillor Alan Dean on 01543 
275638. The cover price is £14 or £10 
for members of the Mining Society. 



Mick giving a demonstration in 2010 
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INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 

















































































Police release CCTV image to 
track down masked robber 

A MASKED robber armed with a hammer stole thou¬ 
sands of pounds from a post office last month. West 
Midlands police are now appealing for information 
to find the man who was wearing a black balaclava 
when he robbed the branch on Wolverhampton Road. 

The incident happened at 8.10am on November 
26 and police have released an image of the offender 
from CCTV footage. He is wearing a black balaclava 
as well as a black jumper with a hood that has a green 
and red emblem on the left side. 

It is believed the culprit is a white man aged in his 
early 20s from the local area. He threatened a staff 
member working at the store and stole several thou¬ 
sand pounds in cash and cigarettes. Anyone with in¬ 
formation has been asked to call police on 101 quoting 
crime number 20WS/255876R/17 or contact Crimes- 
The CCTV image toppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 



Factory shops boost butcher Crawshaw's 
performance as sales up by 0.6 per cent 


15 


VALUE butchers group Craw- 
shaw, which has sites in 
Bilston, Cannock and West 
Bromwich, saw sales rise 0.6 
per cent for the 15 weeks to 
Christmas Eve. 

The performance was under¬ 
pinned by the strength of the 
growing factory shop format, in¬ 
cluding one at Dudley Street, West 
Bromwich, which helped to offset 
the impact of lower footfall on the 
high street. 


Group sales in the week leading up 
to Christmas reached a record £1.8 
million and almost 3,500 meat ham¬ 
pers sold. It opened two more new 
factory shop units in the 15 weeks to 
complete the five planned for 2017 tak¬ 
ing the total to 10 factory shops within 
the 54-shop estate. 

The factory shops accounting for a 
quarter of group sales in the period. 

A partnership with the Birming¬ 
ham-based 2Sisters Food Group is 
progressing well with core poultry 
supply routes well established and a 
framework for successful new product 


category tests landing over the festive 
period. 

Crawshaw is looking to expand this 
type of activity to increase the basket 
spend of existing customers and to at¬ 
tract new customers. 

Chief executive Noel Collett said: 
“On balance, this was a solid core 
Christmas trading performance 
against what remains a very tough 
high street environment. Our biggest 
ever Christmas week and the record 
number of meat hampers sold clearly 
demonstrates the trust our customers 
place in us for their most important 


meat spend of the year. This gives us 
a solid platform to improve trading 
momentum going into 2018. We con¬ 
tinue to focus on strengthening Craw- 
shaw’s position as the country’s best 
value butcher. We are excited by the 
performance of our factory shops and 
by the progress of our 2Sisters supply 
agreement and, while there is much to 
do, we remain confident that this com¬ 
bination will be transformational for 
the long-term growth of the company.” 

The opening of the 2.600 sq ft fac¬ 
tory shop in West Bromwich in June 
2016 created 20 jobs. 



LOUIS LEANER MIRROR (69 X 35") 


ARCHIE 
TUB CHAIR 


Parker Knoll 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to 


. All balances must be 


REST ASSURED MEMORY 800 DOUBLE PLATFORM TOP 
DIVAN WITH DRAWERS & MEMORY FOAM 
Normal £729 | Sale £549 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


New year offers 

To finish our junior stylists portfolio 
we are offering these services at fabulous 
prices from January until end of March with Casey 


Shampoo & rollers 

£6 

Bouncy blow dry 

£8 

Hair ups & plaiting 

£8 

Colour cut & finish 

£30 

Foils cut & finish 

£45 

Perms cut & finish 

£25 


20% off all services in 
January with Lauren. 

Shellac Nails £10 for 
January with Lucy 

62 Leighswood Road Aldridge 
New Telephone Number 01922 455005 


MNA Recruitment 




FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT 
FROM ONLY 

£895 +vat 


SMART SEARCH ISA 
RECRUITMENT AGENCY SERVICE 
AT A FRACTION OF THE COST. 

This fully account managed service actively searches for 
the best candidatesfor your vacancy. Your job listing will be 
posted on local/national job boards to broaden the exposure 
of your roles; dedicated resourcing teams will search from 
over 100 sources including social media for candidates 
matching your criteria saving you time trawling through 
irrelevant applications. You will have direct access to pre¬ 
screened candidates - with CVs remaining available to you 
for 1 year with full access to candidates information. 

FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Full colour display advert in the 
Express & Star 

• Full colour display advert in a local free weekly 
newspaper of your choice 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
Jobs for 5 nights 

• 4 week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com and jobs. 
shropshirestar.com 

• Smart Search (two weeks) 

£895.00 + VAT 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email: tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 

SMART 

SEARCH ► 


At (ousins we've got a really big 
store full of Citt£e wofuAcri... 

Don't miss your final opportunity to take advantage of 
extra discounts off all sale prices throughout all departments. 

There's never been a better time to save on furniture, carpets, 
beds, homewares and much more, including all the 
famous brand names. 

Pay nothing for a year, no deposit, interest free. 


WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

Offer ends this 










£799 


- >- - — ._- 


OVATION CORNER GROUP (INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4899 | Sale £949 


1 ■ 




£399 


£449 


iHALO 




njim* 


Q>usins 


0°/c 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Established 1985 


) yA P P^ date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials 
and in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in 
S E NTATIV E this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 14.01.18 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 

LARGE STOCKS ***** 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ‘eefo ^ 
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Manor Farm, a 


community at heart! 



Getting to grips with fitness in the gym Gary Bird, Manor Farm Community Association chief executive 


Commercial feature 

January 2018 sees Manor Farm Community 
Association kick off the year celebrating 
a whopping 41 years of providing a wide 
range of much needed quality services and 
activities for the people of Walsall! 

Registered as a charity way back in 
January 1977, the organisation has justifiably 
established an enviable reputation as a top 
provider of community provision for people of 
all ages. 

Gary Bird, chief executive of the charity for 
34 years, says the aim of the charity is really 
simple - to do all it can to make life better for 
each and every member of the community in 
any way possible. In practice this has resulted 
in the development of a wide and multi-faceted 
range of ‘cradle to the grave’ services for 
Walsall people. 

Services now include childcare and activities 
for children and young adults, vocational and 
recreational adult education opportunities, 
leisure and sporting facilities and activities, 
social and conference facilities and much, 
much more from its four main sites of delivery 
across Rushall and Pelsall. 

With over 4,000 users a week the charity 
continues to expand its services and with much 
needed support and funding from the BIG 
lottery, the charity in particular has increased 
its provision for the ever-increasing number 
of older, isolated and vulnerable people in our 
society who need help to improve their lives 
wherever possible. 

By providing a ‘one-stop Silver Service’, Gary 
said the charity aims to help to keep older 
people happy and healthy and living in their 
own homes, out of hospital and residential 
care. Gary paid tribute to the fantastic support 
the charity receives from a dedicated team of 
long serving trustees, staff and, more recently 
from the growing army of incredible volunteers, 
without whom, the charity just couldn’t do 


what it does on a daily basis. He said: “Our 
volunteers really do a tremendous job out there 
in the community and they really do make a 
positive difference to people’s lives.” 

So what does 2018 have in store? 

Work will soon commence on two new 


initiatives for the new year; first up is a state- 
of-the-art £250,000 floodlit 3G soccer training 
facility and changing rooms that will be built 
at the Manor Farm Centre and ready for the 
summer and use by the hundreds of local adult 
and children’s football teams. 


That will be closely followed by the 
refurbishment and reopening of the recently 
closed Rushall Library which is planned to 
be a community charity shop, tea room and 
information centre! 

Gary already has his mind set on the next 



Love learning at Manor Farm 


big project for the charity - the redevelopment 
of the derelict swimming pool at Manor Farm 
although he’s not exactly sure what for yet. 

Whatever it turns out to be it certainly looks 
like Manor Farm Community Association will be 
around for some time! 



Make 2018 your 
year to learn a new 
skill, get fit and 
make new friends... 


BRING YOUR CLUB TO 
MANOR FARM! 

Whatever your sport or activity we’ve 
got the facilities for you! Make Manor 
Farm your new home! 


Floodlit MUGA 
and a New 3G—I 
Pitch 2018! 

With a choice of two fantastic outdoor 
floodlit training facilities with changing 
rooms to match. Manor Farm is the 
only place to bring your football, rugby, 
tennis, netball or hockey team 

Book now to avoid 
disappointment! 


Health and Fitness Room 

New Year Special Offer 

Jan/Feb only £15 per month - no joining fee 
Our fantastic air conditioned health and fitness 
room has all the equipment you need to get in tip 
top condition, lose a few pounds or get buns of steel! 

Open hours: Weekdays 8.30am-10pm, 
Saturdays 9.30am-3pm, Sundays 9.30am-1 pm 


Huge range of courses including 

• Teaching Qualifications 

• Teaching Assistant Qualifications 

• ICT Qualifications 

• English and Maths 

• Childcare Qualifications 

• Food Safety Certificates 

• First Aid Certificates 

• Design and Craft Certificates 

• Sports Qualifications 

• Recreational Courses 

• Art, Floristry, Electronics, 

• Digital Photography, Computing, 
Sugarcraft, Confidence building, 

plus many more. 



manor farm 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Celebrating 41 years 



ROOMS FOR HIRE! 

Looking for a great place to base your organisation or 
community enterprise? We have just the space you 
are looking for with both office space and meeting 
rooms available for hire on a fixed or occasional basis: 

• Large free car park • Manned reception and 
waiting area • On-site catering and coffee bar 

• Access to free internet • All inclusive price, 

nothing more to pay! 


THE MANOR 

Looking for a quality licensed venue at an affordable 
price in Walsall? Look no further! 

PARTY, PARTY, PARTY! 

We are also the ideal place for your family celebration, wedding or 
birthday. Book your party now! 

Coming Soon.... a top quality calendar of entertainment, including 
tribute nights, variety and comedy 



To find out more about the many courses and 
services we offer: 

www.manorfarmca.com 


To Pelsall lo Lichfield 


How to find us: 

King George Crescent, 

Rushall, Walsall WS4 IEU 

Telephone 01922 614316 
Email info@manorfarmca.com 







































Police lagging behind 
crime detection rates 


MORE than three quarters of 
all crimes recorded by po¬ 
lice in the Black Country re¬ 
sult in no action being taken, 
shocking new figures have 
revealed. 

And in almost six out of 10 cas¬ 
es officers fail to even identify a 
suspect, according to official data 
from West Midlands Police. 

The figures show that WMP is lag¬ 
ging behind when it comes to detection 
rates, with other forces in the country 
proving far better when it comes to 
identifying suspects. Walsall North 
Conservative MP Eddie Hughes said 
that victims were being let down and 
added: “The disparity between the 
performance of forces proves that this 
can’t just be about money.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said a 
lack of resources was having a nega¬ 
tive impact on the force’s ability to 
fight crime. 

Suspects 

An investigation by the Chroni¬ 
cle’s sister paper, the Express & Star 
shows that in the four Black Country 
boroughs 86,194 crimes were reported 
to police between December 2016 and 
November 2017. 

But in 65,490 of cases (75.98 per 
cent) the force took no further action, 
while 58.6 per cent of reports saw no 
suspect being identified by officers. In 
Dudley police took no further action 
when dealing with more than four out 
of every five recorded crimes (81.41 
per cent), and failed to establish the 
identity of a suspect 63.32 per cent of 
the time. Sandwell’s ‘no action’ rate 
was 79.29 per cent, with 61 per cent of 
reported crimes involving no suspect 
being identified. 




west m Jlands 

police aru crime 


:omm'' c ' 






Lack of resources - Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson 


Meanwhile in Walsall officers took 
no action in 78.5 per cent of cases 
(16,521 of 21,152), with 60.78 per cent 
ending without the identification of a 
suspect. 

The situation was slightly better in 
Wolverhampton, where police took ac¬ 
tion on 35.27 per cent of 20,426 crimes. 
However, no suspect was identified in 
49.37 per cent of all reported crimes in 
the city. Other forces posted far lower 


‘no suspect’ figures. In West Mercia it 
was 45 per cent, while the figure for 
Staffordshire Police was 41 per cent. 
Across the country 4.2 million crimes 
were recorded by police forces over the 
same period, with suspects identified 
in 48 per cent of cases. 

Walsall North MP Mr Hughes said 
he plans to write to Mr Jamieson re¬ 
questing a ‘detailed explanation’ of the 
performance of the region’s force. 


bensons 

"beds 


CHOICE 


BATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen meaning the work is carried out properly 
and on time. We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and working families which make up 95% of our customers.” 



EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR ^ 

£ 3950*00 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
.15 SQM Wall Tiles 


Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 




VAT 


IN 

qualifying 
CASES 


We will 

supply and fit a 
luxury chrome heated 
ladder rail worth £200 

'REE with every 
bathroom fitted 
in January 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong cubicle & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 


FOR FREE 
FRIENDLY [ 

ADVICE AND A '- 

WARM WELCOME PHONE US NOWTO 
BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 


Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

01902 861908 

' Jnit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, 
_ Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

visa CS* oi 384 287222 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


FREE 

DELIVERY* 


It's bigger, brighter 
and better than ever 

New mega store 
NOW OPEN 


Unit 4b Gallagher Retail Park, 
Wednesbury WS10 9QY 




Follow us on. 


‘Excludes shop floor clearance models, 


O i© 


bensonsforbeds 


Shop online, in store or by phone ML 
bensonsforbeds.co.uk • 0121 505 7671 
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l8 Lifestyle 


Vintage dogs 
on lookout 
for ‘forever 
home’ 

ANTIQUES AND B J 
COLLECTIBLES Tfl 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



THE message at this time of year for an¬ 
yone receiving a puppy as a gift is ‘A Dog 
is for Life - not just for Christmas’ and this 
should be heeded by everyone - animals 
are not to be treated as presents that can 
be returned once the recipient gets tired 
of them. 

However, there 
are some dogs 
available this fes¬ 
tive season who 
won’t need much 
looking after and 
are proving very 
popular with the 
gift hunters - 
they are the vin¬ 
tage collectable 
models made by 
Sylvac! 

Sylvac models 
were very much 
sought after in 
their heyday (the 
thirties, forties and fifties) but were not so in 
more recent years. 

However, they are making their way back onto 
the antiques centres’ shelves and catching the 
eye of collectors. 

Sylvac has been in business since the Victorian era 
but it was in the 1930s that their animal figurines re¬ 
ally caught the public eye. 

Dogs and rabbits were the best sellers, along with 
some rather evil looking cats, and many breeds of 
dogs were replicated in 
model form. 

The models were 
made in various col¬ 
ours, green and orange 
being the most mem¬ 
orable although you 
can find the occasional 
pink-glazed dog! 

There is a good deal 
of Sylvac around but 
that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t collectable, prices 
are very reasonable 
and there is definitely 
an increasing market 
for these pieces. 

And of course there 
are many other dog 
figures to choose from 
as festive gifts if you’re 
buying for a dog lover, 
also look out for those 
made by Royal Doul- 
ton, Beswick and Staffordshire. 

So you CAN give a loving home to a dog this Christ¬ 
mas -just make sure it’s a model unless you’re buying 
a real one for keeps! 

The Old Mill Antiques Centre, in Mill Street, Low 
Town, Bridgnorth is open seven days a week from 
10am until 5pm. 

This year, for the first time ever, we are opening for 
late-night festive shopping until 8pm every Wednes¬ 
day until Christmas and Charlie’s Tea Rooms will be 
open at the same time. 

There is free parking for customers. 



Themes used to celebrate the big occasions 



CHRISTMAS is over, decorations are down 
and packed neatly into boxes ready for next 
year’s celebrations. 

I seem to have an extra box every year, 
new candles, contemporary decorations, ad¬ 
ditional lights and baubles. Incredible really, 
more money spent every season. 

We theme our Christmas day, in 2016 it 
was 1920s gold and black, this last one was 
tartan, so the newest box is filled with Royal 
Stewart bunting, Mackintosh ribbons, a 
stag’s head and more. 

Looking on my Facebook feed this process 
is not unusual, the shops were full of cushion 
covers, table decorations, crockery and bed¬ 
ding in varied ideas and concepts to get your 
creativity going, festive knitwear and match¬ 
ing family outfits incredibly popular for all. 

It isn’t just Christmas, I’m sure New 
Year’s Eve arrangements are also organised 
by theme and I know Easter, stag and hen 
parties, baby showers and weddings are har¬ 
monised by an idea or style. 

These themes cost, every detail is an ex¬ 
pense and there is no end of buyers ready to 
spend, even those on a tight budget. 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


It is a modern-day concept, our homes 
co-ordinate by colour, tone and highlight and 
we change them as the newest trends feature 
on the high street. 

This coming spring pretty, jewelled intense 
brights and iridescent, pearlized metallic are 
the order of the day, old English library, fonts 
and letter artwork, travel and culture, brick¬ 
work and upcycling everything. 

Pantone have announced their colour of 
the year as ultra violet, described as a celes¬ 
tial shade of purple. Expect to see it in our 
homes and on our clothes and accessories and 
it may even feature on your Christmas tree 
in December. 

We will see pretty, outdoor florals and hand 
drawn prints on our garments, rusty art and 
bright vegetation greens teamed with subtle 
neutrals. 

Basic design will no longer be popular, new 



shapes, sculptural design and unusual pat¬ 
tern cutting will be seen in most garments 
and the trend towards genderless style will 
continue and grow. 

Hair will be dripping locks of Rapunzel’s 
waves, slicked back with a centre parting or 
chopped boyish cuts and dyed to shades of soft 
pink, headpieces galore. 

Lips red or hot pink, accentuated cheek¬ 
bones, smudged lids and eyes black and scat¬ 
tered with a glittery finish. 

The new year brings all these current, fash¬ 
ionable concepts, endless resolutions, a newly 
planned life, a thrill for what is ahead. 

There is so much on offer to us both in¬ 
formative, thought provoking and material 
that our personalities positively glow with the 
new possibilities before us. 

The excitement of the festive season is over 
for another year and 2018 has arrived. 

Be positive, happy and enjoy everything 
that is new and exciting. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, 

www.jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Experts suggest slurping down six to eight glasses of water daily 


A good night’s sleep will replenish your body - so turn off your mobile phone 


Reclaim body and mind 
after festive excesses 



Too much wine can cause a puffy face 


FEELING bloated, broke and bat¬ 
tered by the festive party sea¬ 
son? Join the club... Christmas 
is well and truly over - and now 
all there is to look forward to is a 
cold, dark and dry January. 

But you don’t need to battle through 
the first painful weeks of 2018 with an 
unshakeable hangover. We asked some 
health experts for their top tips for a 
January refresh. 

Here’s how to reclaim your body and 
mind after the festive excess... 

Say goodbye to wine face 

Waking up with a puffy face and dark cir¬ 
cles under your eyes from too many glasses 
of vino was likely a familiar sight in De¬ 
cember. Now that party season is over, it 
can take time for our skin to recover from 
excess wine and fizz. “Alcohol affects your 
skin in many ways,” says dermatologist Dr 
Justine Hextall from The Harley Street 
Medical Group. “Keeping hydrated and ap¬ 
plying an antioxidant eye serum will help 
with noticeable eye bags,” she advises. 

For a cheaper and more holistic ap¬ 
proach, nutritionist Christine Bailey sug¬ 
gests loading up on lunchtime watermelon 
to give skin a January boost. “Like berries, 


ByAnna > Williamso|^^^_ 

watermelon is a fabulous source of potent 
antioxidants,” she says. 

Banish the bloat 

You’ve devoured the mince pies and gob¬ 
bled too much turkey. It was fun at the 
time, but now you’ve started to resemble 
Father Christmas with a festive bloated 
belly. Rob Hobson, head of nutrition at 
Healthspan, explains: “A poor diet can 
mess with the balance of bacteria in your 
gut, which can cause bloating.” He suggests 
sipping on mint tea after eating. Not only 
does it ease digestion, but it will relax the 
gut wall and relieve excess gas. 

Invest in your emotional wellbeing 

Being cooped up in close quarters with 
family, with mountains of washing up and 
too much booze on the go, can get pretty 
stressful at the best of times. When Janu¬ 
ary comes around, your emotional health 
may need as much of a boost as your body. 
Healthspan psychologist, Dr Meg Arroll, 
believes that at the start of the year, is im¬ 
portant to take some time out for you. “The 
festive period can leave you mentally and 
emotionally drained. Engage in activities 
such as diaphragmatic breathing, yoga, Tai 
Chi, meditation and mindfulness to combat 
a chronic stress state.” 


Give your gut flora a boost 

You’ve beaten the bloat, so now it’s time 
to give your gut a boost and keep your mi- 
crobiome in check. “Too much stress and 
too many late nights can put your gut 
bacteria out of balance, which can lead to 
reduced immunity and make you more sus¬ 
ceptible to winter bugs,” says Helen Bond, a 
dietitian from ProVen Probiotics. She sug¬ 
gests improving your microflora by eating 
fermented foods such as and kimchi, sauer¬ 
kraut, and fermented milk drinks like kefir. 

Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate 

You might be undertaking dry January, 
but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t keep a 
glass beside you all day. “Drinking alcohol 
dehydrates your body, causing your kidneys 
to send water straight to your bladder, in¬ 
stead of being absorbed into the body,” says 
Dr Anshu Bhagat. Christine recommends 
counteracting this by slurping down six to 
eight glasses of water daily. 

Get some Zzzs 

Between work parties, festive drinks and 
train journeys to far-flung relatives, there 
isn’t much time for replenishing shut-eye. 
“Try a cup of warm Montmorency cherry 
juice before bed to help you wind down for 
a long night’s sleep,” says Christine. “The 
juice contains one of the few food sources of 
melatonin - our sleep hormone.” 




























Conwoman is jailed for 
stealing pension money 


A WOMAN who stole a pension¬ 
er’s food and heating cash after 
tricking her way into her home 
has been jailed for three years. 

Selina Spencer knocked at the 
67-year-old’s bungalow in Wolver¬ 
hampton asking for a pen and paper 
in March last year, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

When the victim turned her back to fetch 
the items, 32-year-old Spencer ‘barged her 
way’ into the property in 
Woodcross, near Coseley, 
and asked for a carrier 
bag, said Mr Mark Phil¬ 
lips, prosecuting. 

While the pensioner 
was in the kitchen, Spen¬ 
cer slipped into the liv¬ 
ing room and stole £120 
from a purse on the table. 
When the older woman 
returned, Spencer fled. The victim was 
forced to ask her family for help as the 
amount stolen, her pension money, was all 
she had to live on for the week. She said the 
theft had knocked her confidence. She was 
fearful Spencer would return. 

The pensioner was described as ‘being 
confused sometimes’ which made her vul¬ 
nerable. She lived in a row of bungalows 
occupied mainly by the elderly and Spencer 
would have known that, which was why she 
was in the area, claimed Mr Phillips. 

Spencer, who lives with her partner on 
wasteground in Bilston, was picked up after 
being identified by CCTV cameras. She ad¬ 
mitted robbery and was already known to 
officers as a drug addict with a history of 
past offending to fund her habit. She had 
accumulated 16 convictions for 68 offences 
since 1999, with burglaries and shoplifting 
featuring increasingly over the past decade. 

Defending Spencer, Mr Jon Roe said fol¬ 
lowing her last prison release on licence, 
she had stayed free of drugs for 11 months 
but then lapsed. 



Selina Spencer 


Molineux farewell to Foz 





Danny Batth leads out Foz’s family and, inset, John Hendley 


WOLVES players paid an emotional 
tribute to long-serving club employ¬ 
ee John ‘Foz’ Hendley, whose death 
has left many at the club he loved 
devastated. 

Crowds and players at Molineux 
bid farewell to him on Saturday at 
their FA Cup fixture against Swan¬ 
sea City. Mr Hendley died recently, 
aged 67, and a host of past and 
present players, managers and staff 
members have paid tribute. 

A video tribute was played before 
kick-off showing pictures and clips 
of him throughout the years - in¬ 
cluding holding various trophies 
and being presented a celebration 
cake on the pitch. 

Pictures also showed the 
long-serving fan with former boss 
Mick McCarthy, Noel and Liam 


Gallagher, and also playing football. 
Foz had been a Wolves fan since he 
was 15-years-old and had long been 
affiliated with the club in a variety 
of roles. He officially joined Wolves 
in 1999 working with the club’s 
media team including on the match- 
day programme. 

Foz was said to be a regular at 
every Wolves game, home or away, 
and attended the club’s recent win 
at Bristol City. 

He was also a keen historian of 
the club and many supporters will 
remember him from videos the club 
produced in the 1990s. 

Current and former captains 
Danny Batth and Jody Craddock 
joined Foz’s family in laying wreaths 
behind each goal.The ground then 
took part in a moment’s applause. 



PARRYS INTERNATIONAL TOURS LTD 

Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay, West Midlands, WS6 7QX 


CALL FOR A BROCHURE 

01922414576 


www.parrys-international.co.uk 


► Visit Our Open Day on Sunday 14 th January from 10am 


HaRvevs 


We’ve jusb 
moved in 

New mega sbone NOW OPEN 


Unit 1 Gallagher Retail Park, Axletree Way, 
Wednesbury WS10 9QY 



Follow us on... O # O harveyshq 


Shop online, in store or by phone 
harveysfurniture.co.uk 0121 505 5722 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



From only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Thanks to our daylight lamps, you can enjoy a natural sunlight effect all year round. 

The flicker-free light helps reduce eyestrain, making it the perfect light for reading and long periods of 
studying. 

Also great for hobbies such as needlework, model-making and painting, helping to make colours more true 
to life while improving contrast. Available in a choice of stainless steel-effect or brass-effect, these lamps 
include a 27W low energy bulb that is equal in light output to a standard 150W bulb. A spare bulb is also 
available. 

The floor lamp measures 133cm high tilted at 90 degrees, and the base measures L26 x W33cm. The table 
lamp measures 41cm high tilted at 90 degrees, and the base measures L22 x W18cm. 

D3943 Table lamp stainless steel-effect £49.99 Was £79.99 
D5553 Table lamp brass-effect £49.99 Was £79.99 
D3944 Floor lamp stainless steel-effect £74.99 Was £99.99 
D5552 Floor lamp brass-effect £74.99 Was £99.99 
D3948 Spare bulb £9.99 


Daylight Lamps 



Oil Filled Radiator 


Only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Combat the cold this winter with this 2000W oil-filled radiator. 

With a nine fin design, adjustable thermostat and three temperature settings to choose from, this efficient 
heater will ensure your home is kept chill-free throughout the colder months. Its castor wheels make 
moving the radiator from room to room a breeze, and the simple controls are easy to use and understand. 
There are three heat settings (800W/1200W/2000W) giving you the option of warming the room to a 
comfortable temperature before switching to a lower setting, helping to maintain the warmth while using 
less energy - saving you money on your electricity bill. Features a cable tidy for convenient storage. 
Measures L41 x H55 x W24cm. 

G0091 White Oil Filled Radiator 
G1328 Black Oil Filled Radiator 


Compact 

Dehumidifier 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Simple to operate, just place in any room affected 
by damp. 

It uses Peltier technology (no compressor) to suck 
up to 250ml of water from the air each day. 

The built-in fan blows out warm air to help dry out 
damp areas even faster. 

Compact and portable, it comes with an AC/DC 
power adaptor. Measures L15 x W13 x H22cm. 

D2676 Compact Dehumidifier 




Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

79902 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 2nd October 2017 - 2nd January 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (79902), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ IU Mastercard EE Visa EE Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£4.95 


















































































Young actors get their chance 

A SEARCH for undiscovered talent starts This year, acting auditions will take place 
when the National Youth Theatre of Great at MAC Birmingham on February 24 and 
Britain heads to Birmingham in February 25 and backstage interviews will take place 
as part of a nationwide sweep. at The Old Rep Theatre on February 17 and 

Successful applicants will join a cele- 18. Following auditions at Mac Birmingham 
brated company of talented individuals, for NYT’s Intake Acting Course, successful 
following in the footsteps of various alumni, applicants aged 14-17 will gain a space on 
They include Helen Mirren, Chiwetel NYT’s Junior Acting Course; successful ap- 
Ejiofor, Daniel Craig, Matt Smith and Bir- plicants aged 18-25 will join NYT’s three- 
mingham’s own Sope Dirisu, title role star week senior acting course, 
of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 2017 Speeches should be from a published play 
production of Coriolanus. and learned by heart. 

Driver in tree 
crash banned 
after shandies 


A DRINK-DRIVER crashed his car into a tree injuring himself and two 
passengers after only consuming ‘two shandies’ the previous night. 

Robby Hanson had been driving his friends back from a night out in Walsall 
town centre when he lost control of the Renault Megane, claiming it was be¬ 
cause of ice on the road, around 3.11am on Sunday, December 17. 

They sustained bruises and cuts to the head Walsall Magistrates’ Court heard. A mem¬ 
ber of the public helped and made sure they got to Walsall Manor Hospital for treatment 
where police caught up with Hanson, aged 31, of Southbourne Avenue, Alumwell. 

He admitted being the 


Ex-Israeli soldier on 
song for Glee Club 



Singer Irit, who has released an album called Hello 

ISRAELI-BORN, London-based singer-songwriter Irit is 
heading to Birmingham’s Glee Club next month. 

She is set to release her debut album Hello on February 
16, ahead of her Birmingham show three days later. 

Irit was previously a soldier and a sniper, as well as a 
stage actress in a theatre group, TV talk show host, docu¬ 
mentary maker and a comedienne among. 

Irit found her voice whilst playing with Last Of Songs, 
the electronic covers band from Tel Aviv, before going on 
to write her own songs. As she started writing her own 
songs, she found herself gravitating toward a more organic 
sound, drawing inspiration from the elaborate Middle East¬ 
ern scales and rhythms she had heard growing up. 

She relocated to London in 2015 and met producer Jona¬ 
than Quarmby, who has worked on her debut album. 

For further information or to book tickets go to glee, 
co .uk/performer/irit 


driver of the vehicle and 
blew a positive breath test 
before being taken to Blox- 
wich police station where 
his alcohol level was of¬ 
ficially recorded to be 57 
microgrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath 
- above the legal limit of 35 
microgrammes. 

Hanson claimed he had 
been drinking heavy on the 
previous Friday without eat¬ 
ing much but told officers he 
had only had two shandies 
on Saturday night whilst 
drinking at a pub prior to 
his friends asking him if he 
could pick them up. 

It emerged at court that 
he had previous convictions 
for failing to provide a speci¬ 
men and drink driving. 

Copious 

Hanson admitted the lat¬ 
est charge of driving a motor 
vehicle when alcohol levels 
were above the limit. Mag¬ 
istrates fined him £120 and 
handed him a £30 surcharge 
and £135 in court costs. 

While they gave him a 
maximum driving disqual¬ 
ification for 40 months be¬ 
cause the offence led to a 
crash which led to people 
being injured. 

Speaking in his defence 
Brij Chaudhry said: “He had 
copious amounts to drink 
on the Friday but had not 
driven the previous day. 

“On Saturday evening at 
a pub he had two shandies 
and goes home to see his 
dad. He received a phone 
call from friends who were 
out asking if he could give 
them a lift.On his way back 
from picking them up there 
were icy road conditions. 

“He loses control and col¬ 
lides into a tree. There is no 
suggestion of bad driving.” 


iwo women die after collision 
of car and van on motorway 


TWO women have died following a crash 
between a car and a van, which closed part 
of a Midland motorway for eight hours. The 
crash happened on the M42 near Sutton 
Coldfield, in the early hours, last Friday. 

Emergency services were called to the 
motorway between junctions nine and 10 
northbound near Curdworth, at 3.20am. 

An ambulance service spokeswoman said: 
“Sadly, it quickly became apparent that 
nothing could be done to save two passen¬ 
gers in the car, two women, and they were 
confirmed dead on scene.” 


Two men, believed to be the driver and 
third passenger from the car, were assessed 
by ambulance staff and were found to have 
sustained minor injuries but they did not 
require hospital treatment. 

The male van driver sustained back pain 
and a hand injury in the collision. He was 
taken to Heartlands hospital. 

The motorway reopened at 11.15am. 

The van driver, a 37-year-old man from 
Birmingham, was arrested on suspicion of 
driving under the influence of drugs and 
has since been released under investigation. 



CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 


5 Ways Isle 


• FREE Estimates • FAST Fitting Service 
• FREE Parking on site at our stores 
• Additional savings on housefulls 
m • We beat any like for like quote 


RUGELEY 


Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 
9am - 5pm Saturday 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 
9am - 5pm Saturday 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01543 897070 


Tel: 01543 270652 


Tel: 01889 579074 


Tel: 01543 410956 


SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 
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HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 
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Piano man looking 
for key to success 


IT’S a cliche but there’s 
something truthful in the old 
saying attributed to The¬ 
odore Roosevelt: ‘nothing 
worth having comes easy’. 

Just ask James Sayer. Like 
countless musicians he started 
with a dream. To be a world-re¬ 
nowned artist. 

He’s got talent in his piano-playing 
fingertips. It has led to being noticed 
by the likes of Sir Tom Jones, Mumford 
& Sons’ producer Matt Lawrence and 
The Doobie Brothers’ Michael McDon¬ 
ald. 

That’s why James put faith in him¬ 
self and his music by upping sticks 
from Halesowen and moving to the Big 
Smoke to chase that dream. 

“I’ve been lucky in London,” says 
the 29-year-old former Windsor High 
School and King Edward VI College in 
Stourbridge pupil. “I work most nights. 
It’s still pretty tough, but I get to go 
all around the world and it has been 
amazing.” 

He is a full-time musician. He can 
count recording sessions, gigs, private 
parties and functions, touring band 
slots and being one of the resident pi¬ 
ano players at the capital’s swanky Sa¬ 
voy Hotel among his income streams. 
It is a nomadic lifestyle, and one that is 
not aligned to plentiful sleep. 

“I’m unsigned so I pump everything 
in to supporting myself,” he adds. “It 
means you’ve got to want it really bad. 
It was tough at first, but now I am lucky 
enough to live in a nicer area in north 
London. 

“I am lucky enough to work full-time 
and all that money goes on rent or re¬ 
cording my own music. I was doing 
a private party last night for example 
and I didn’t get back until 4.30am this 
morning. 


Playing piano at a top London hotel has won 
Halesowen’s James Sayer some famous fans 



Hard-working musician James Sayer 


“But it’s rewarding and a great feel¬ 
ing, I am doing what I want and it 
makes it easier.” 

Unfortunately for James, success in 
London does mean that he gets to see 
his friends and family less often. But 
despite living among the bright lights 
he hasn’t forgotten his roots. When he 
does get the chance to play in the Mid¬ 
lands he does, and he has a show lined 
up at Jools Holland’s Jam House in Bir¬ 
mingham on Thursday, February 8. 

Comparisons 

“It’s nice to be able to play there,” 
he admits. “I try and get back every 
six weeks or so now but it’s not always 
possible. Hopefully all my family and 
friends will be piling in and it will be 
good to see them.” 

Fusing elements of blues, folk and 
rock in his music, playing such venues 
inevitably leads to comparisons with 


Jools himself. But that’s not something 
James minds. 

“I’ve been compared to him and 
that’s fine because I love him,” he 
laughs. 

“I haven’t been able to meet him 
yet but a couple of his musicians have 
played with me before and said they 
enjoyed it. 

“I also love Van Morrison and ob¬ 
viously Elton John as a piano player. 
I also love Billy Joel’s timeless music 
and the old soul of Ray Charles. 

“There’s also Michael McDonald 
from the band The Doobie Brothers. 
I’ve got to know him and he is in my 
opinion the greatest singer ever.” 

That’s quite a claim, especially as 
another of the vocal greats who spot¬ 
ted him playing at The Savoy and 
asked for his details was a certain Sir 
Tom Jones. After a while one of his en¬ 
tourage approached James. “He asked 
for my number and said Sir Tom liked 
my playing style and wanted to know 
more about me. We exchanged details 
and I am hoping we can get some work 
done together in the near future.” 

Hopefully that might lead to some 
more international work for James, 
who already has some globe-trotting 
under his belt. 

He was previously spotted by Amer¬ 
ican group Ruen Brothers and played 
with them in 2015 at Radio 1’s Big 
Weekend in Norwich before the huge 
American festivals Austin City Limits 
in Texas and Coachella, in Indio, Cal¬ 
ifornia. 

He has also had some successful 
shows further south in Brazil, where 
they ‘love their blues and metal’, while 
also getting plenty of airplay in Holland. 



For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


03300 130 051 

omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


fcall: 03300 130 051 

omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Dubrovnik 

Discovery Cruise 

Departing Sunday 13 May 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Dubrovnik incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 7 nights B&B in a lower deck cabin on the cruise 
ship 

✓ 5 lunches and 2 dinners on board 

✓ Guided walking tour of Dubrovnik Old Town 

✓ Visits to Mljet, Hvar, Korcula, Trstenik, Elaphiti & 


Sipan Islands 


8 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 1200 


Lake Maggiore 

& Como 

Departing Sunday 13 May 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Milan incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 7 nights DBB at the Hotel Flora, Stresa 

✓ Lake Maggiore cruise with visits to Isola Bella & 
Isola Pescatori, Three Lakes tour of Maggiore, 
Lugano & Como and scenic railway excursion to 
Locarno, Switzerland 

✓ Services of a resort representative 


8 Days 

by Air 


now from 

£ 909 


Madeira 

Pearl of the Atlantic 
Departing Monday 19 Feb 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Madeira incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 7 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Raga, Funchal 
(breakfast, lunch, dinner, afternoon tea/coffee 
and cake and selected drinks during meals) 

✓ Services of a representative 


Cyprus Winter Sun 

Departing Wednesday 21 Feb 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Paphos incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 7 nights DBB at the Dionysos Central Hotel, 
Paphos 

l/ 1 glass of wine or beer plus tea and coffee 
served with dinner 

✓ Services of a representative 


8 Days 

4 from 

by Air 

| £ 734 


8 Days 

| from 

by Air 

£ 781 
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* Monday Night Bingo ft ft jf J 

* Thursday Night Rock N Roll 50’s 60’s 70’s | * 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★* 


Olde Hall Lane, Great Wyrley, West Midlands WS6 6LL 

Tel:01922 417271 


p 

Olde 

Wyrley 

n 

Hall 


20% Discount During January 
on Wednesday Carvery 

10% Discount during February 
on Wednesday Carvery 

SPEND £25 ON FOOD TUESDAYS DURING JANUARY | 
AND RECEIVE A FREE BOTTLE OF HOUSE WINE 


To advertise in this space call Sharon Oscar 01543 465335 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 11,2018 
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\ ANTIQUE COLLECTORS N 
▼ & VINTAGE FAIR 

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SATNAV ST14 8BD) A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTED A50 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
13TH & 14TH JANUARY 

100 + STALLS INSIDE + 

OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM-4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 
. ANTIQUE FORUM 

N 01782 393660/07921659798 


□ 


After Laughter we 
are heading to gig 


BIMDCK1YIUI 

BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 



www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIGITAL 




There wasn’t a 
pinhole of 
light at the end 
of the tunnel 


G rammy Award-winners 
Paramore returned with 
their fifth album, After 
Laughter, in spring 2017. 

The new wave group 
from Tennessee topped 
the American rock charts and enjoyed 
a top 10 hit in the main charts on both 
sides of the Atlantic as critics were 
dazzled. 

The Observer said: ‘After Laughter could be one of 
the year’s best pop albums’, the Sunday Times Culture 
added: ‘After Laughter is a blast’, NME wrote ‘a pop 
triumph’, The Sun said ‘their best music in years’ and DIY 
awarded it full marks and described it as ‘perfect’. 

The trio - Hayley Williams, Zac Farro and Taylor York - 
have returned to the UK for a five-date, whistle-stop arena 
tour, which reaches Arena Birmingham on Sunday. 

The shows are the band’s first since June last year, 
when they played five intimate gigs - including one at the 
Royal Albert Hall - to coincide with the release of After 
Laughter. 

Having previously performed sold out shows at the 
02 Arena, Wembley Arena, and co-headlined Reading & 
Leeds Festivals in 2014, fans are in for something special. 

Their recent show at the Royal Albert Hall was a 
triumph with DIY writing: They say what doesn’t kill you 
only makes you stronger and tonight, against the iconic 
backdrop of the Royal Albert Hall, Paramore prove to be 
at their most powerful yet’. The Evening Standard added: 
‘Eighties-style synths and sleek guitars ruled the night at 
this animated gig’. Q described it as ‘perfect’. 

Paramore are four-times Grammy nominees and won 
the Best Rock Song trophy at the 57th Annual Awards. 
They have long established themselves as international 
rock superstars. 

Their previous self-titled album Paramore hit number 
one in the UK and US upon release, and showcased a 
string of blockbuster singles including two two-times 
RIAA platinum-certified hits, plus smashes Still Into You 
and Ain’t It Fun. 

The band has enjoyed a truly remarkable run of 
critically-acclaimed albums and singles since coming 
together in Nashville in 2004, from 2005’s gold- 
certified debut, All We Know Is Falling and 2007’s 
two-times platinum-certified breakthrough, RIOT! 

-with its three-times platinum-certified hit, Misery 
Business, as well as the platinum-certified 
singles crushcrushcrush and That’s What You 
Get - to 2008’s worldwide platinum Decode 
and 2009’s platinum-certified Brand New Eyes 
and its Grammy-nominated smash, The Only 
Exception. 

Frontwoman Hayley has grown up in the 
spotlight. She formed the band following the 
divorce of her parents, when she was 
14, and signed her first record deal 
a year later when Atlantic snapped 
her up. 

A poetic and sensitive lyricist, 
she helped the band to flourish 
alongside peers like My Chemical 
Romance and Fall Out Boy. 

The band took their time over 
After Laughter, following the 
international success of their self- 
titled 2013 record. 

Hayley says: “I didn’t even 
know if we were going to make 
another record . . . There was a 
moment when I didn’t even want it 
to happen. Then it was like, I want 
it to happen, but I don’t know how 
we’re going to do it.” 

The songs were written following 
a lengthy period of introspection 
by Hayley, who went into therapy. 

“For the first time in my life, there 




T/| 


wasn’t a pinhole of light at the end of the 
tunnel. I thought, I just wish everything 
would stop. It wasn’t in the sense of, 

I’m going to take my life. It was just 
hopelessness. Like, ‘What’s the 
point?’ I don’t think I understood 
how dangerous hopelessness is. 
Everything hurts.” 

The band were keen to make a 
break with the past and their re¬ 
branding involved bringing in an 
LA designer, Scott Cleary. He was 
keen to underscore the band’s new 
sound and direction by creating 
, an impossible trident optical 
illusion as the album’s 
artwork. 

“The band came to me 
when they were recording 
the album in LA. We’ve been 
I friends for a while so we 
i were spending a lot of time 
together while they were in 
town from Nashville. They 
F asked me if I’d be interested 
in doing the album artwork 
and band re-brand, to which 
\ I jumped at the chance. They 
had some ideas around 
the 80s vibes of the record, 
and a few visual references 
they were feeling. I did the 
usual ‘listen to the record, write/ 
draw a bunch of stuff and came 
up with the idea of a landscape 
where colors, shapes and textures 


would represent sounds and moments on the record. 
They were sold from my first concept, which is very rare, 
but just shows we were all on the same page. The band 
were great to work with—it helped being friends, as I 
didn’t need to go through a bunch of people to get fast 
opinions. I created a computer-generated layout of the 
whole artwork, then recreated each element in real life 
(lots of crafting), photographed it, then brought it back 
into the landscape. Sonically, the record is very ‘real’ and 
I wanted the imagery details to have that finishing touch.” 

After Laughter dealt with a range of topics, including 
death. Hayley was determined to mull over the things on 
her mind - and also wanted to become a kinder person. 

“Man, I was just taught to be nice. I’m going to be 
gone one day, and I have to accept that tomorrow isn’t 
promised. Am I OK with how I’m living today? It’s the only 
thing I can help.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
























Lucy O'Byrne as Maria 


Do-Re-Maria returns 


THE hills are alive with The Sound of Music 
again as the wholesome alpine fresh 
musical returns with one of the most popular 
Marias of recent years in the spotlight. 

Lucy O’Byrne, who returns to the iconic role of 
Maria, found fame when she was the runner up of BBC 
One’s The Voice in 2015. With Will.i.am as her mentor 
Lucy made history as the first classical singer to reach 
the final. 

The Irish singer won rave reviews for her 
performance as Maria Von Trapp in the 2016 UK 
touring production of The Sound of Music, being 
hailed as ‘quite possibly the best Maria since Julie 
Andrews herself by The Scotsman. 

Following the tour Lucy won the coveted role of 
Fantine in Cameron Mackintosh’s world record- 
breaking musical phenomenon Les Miserables, which 
she performed in the West End until earlier this year. 

Neil McDermott takes the role of Captain Von Trapp, 


played by Christopher Plummer in the much-loved 
1965 film. Neil played the recurring role of Ryan Molloy 
in EastEnders. Fie is also a regular on stage with roles 
in the West End including Chief Weasel in The Wind in 
the Willows and Lord Farquaad in Shrek. 

This famous show began with the true story of 
the Von Trapp Family Singers and their escape from 
the Nazis after their beloved Austria became part of 
the Third Reich. Baroness Maria von Trapp’s 1949 
autobiography inspired Richard Rodgers, Oscar 
Flammerstein II, Floward Lindsay and Russel Crouse to 
create the Broadway musical in 1959. 

The unforgettable score features some of the most 
memorable songs ever performed on stage, including 
Edelweiss, My Favorite Things, Do-Re-Mi, Climb 
Ev’ry Mountain, So Long, Farewell and, of course, 

The Sound of Music. Produced by Bill Kenwright, this 
production is at Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre 
from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Coward's way at 
Birmingham Rep 



This weekend marks the final 
opportunities to catch Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre’s winter hit, The 
Hundred And One Dalmatians. 

Once Cruella and co finally give 
up on their diabolical plan to turn 
those adorable puppies into a 
winter coat, following Saturday’s 
final performance of the family 
favourite show, Birmingham Rep 
swings into its new season. 

One of Birmingham’s premier 
amateur theatre companies, Hall 
Green Little Theatre, stage Noel 


Coward’s comedy Hayfever, 
about 1920s ‘bohemians’, at the 
Centenary Square theatre from 
January 26 to February 3. 

More Noel Coward, pictured, 
arrives when an old favourite 
returns to the main house. Emma 
Rice’s acclaimed production of 
classic romance Brief Encounter, a 
West End hit, will be staged in the 
main house from February 2 to 17. 

In The Door venue at The Rep 
on January 26 and 27 (the latter 
including a matinee) Antonia Beck 


and Lucy Nicholls will confront 
their shared fear of the inevitable 
with The Death Show, a production 
unafraid of laughing at the Grim 
Reaper. A happening at New York’s 
Central Park Zoo, in which a pair of 
male penguins tried to hatch a rock, 
is the inspiration for a children’s 
show with dance which looks at 
the meaning of family. Penguins is 
at The Door from February 1 to 18, 
several performances are sold out. 

See birmingham-rep.co.uk or call 
0121 236 4455. 


A night of Glee 
with Abigoliah 

One of the world’s fastest 
rising female comics 
will make a rare West 
Midlands appearance 
when she features at 
Birmingham’s Glee Club 
this weekend. 

Abigoliah Schamaun 
will feature tomorrow 
night (Friday) when she 
joins a bill with Jake Lambert 
and Fin Taylor. Abigoliah grew 
up in rural Ohio and at the tender age of 18 moved 
to New York to seek her fame and fortune. She 
didn’t find it so moved to London where she has 
won acclaim as a stand-up comedian and actor. 



Dig in to this gentle 
comedy boxed set 

All three series of gentle comedy Detectorists are now 
available on DVD in a boxed set which is well worth 
digging into. Mackenzie Crook and Toby Jones, two 
fine character actors, play bickering pals who are 
devoted to metal detecting, both dream of making 
that big hoard-like find. They face difficulties in their 
personal lives and make enemies in their hunt for 
ancient gold. This gem was shown on BBC Four 
and may have passed by some viewers who would 
appreciate its slow burn comedy. It’s a reminder that 
The Office’s Mackenzie Crook, soon to be seen as a 
terrifying druid in Sky Atlantic’s Britannia, is a master 
of comic timing. He also wrote and directed. Guests 
include Diana Rig and Peaky Blinders’ Aimee-Ffion 
Edwards. The three series and Christmas special are 
available in a boxed set, as is a DVD of series three. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 
atthe PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


JANUARY FEBRUARY 


TALON 


Friday 19 & Saturday 20 
January 
7.30pm 
£24 



FORBIDDEN NIGHTS 

Thursday 8 
& Friday 9 
February 
7.30pm 
£21 



DICK WHITTINGTON 


Thursday 25 to Sunday 28 
January 
Various 
times 
From £10 


Whitnfioton 


LEGENDS OF 
AMERICAN COUNTRY 


Saturday 17 
February 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



ex 

X 

Cannock 

//Chase 

Box Office 

Inspiring 

healthy 

01543 578 762 

lifestyles 


tickets.princeofwales.live 


Ticket 


IVk MOOR HALL Hotel & spa 



To advertise 
in this space 

please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 
or Debbie Tavner 
01543 465333 
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Book your wedding on selected dates in 2018 
and choose from 

•A free doughnut wall 

•A free “Pimp your Prosecco” bar 

•A free candy cart 

Tcs & Cs and minimum numbers apply. 



Visit www.moorhallhotel.co.uk to see our wedding photo gallery. 


Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield 
T: 0121 308 3751 www.moorhallhotel.co.uk 
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SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 13 



The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8pm) 

Emma Willis presents the 
second round of Blind 
Auditions, as Will.i.am, Jennifer 
Hudson, Oily Murs and Tom 
Jones take their places in the 
famous spinning chairs once 
again. As ever, the competitors 
are invited to step onto the 
stage and sing to the coaches' 
backs, meaning they must 
judge the performance based 
on the quality of the voice 
alone. All four coaches will be 
pitching against each other to 
fill their teams ahead of the 
Battle and Knockout rounds, 
with the coveted recording 
contract with Polydor of offer to 
the ultimate winner. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Live Athletics - Great 
Edinburgh Cross Country. Coverage 
from Holyrood Park. 3.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10 
Celebrity Mastermind. 5.40 BBC News. 
5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 And They’re Off for Sport Relief. 
Ore Oduba hosts a sporting 
challenge in which celebrities 
compete in a series of bizarre races. 
6.40 Pointless Celebrities. John 
Cooper Clarke, Suzannah 
Lipscomb, Mark Horton, Alice 
Roberts, Maggie Aderin-Pocock 
Jim Al-Khalili, Kate Williams and 
Robin Ince compete in an 
Academia-themed edition. 

7.25 Wedding Day Winners. Tim and 
Chris from Leicestershire compete 
against Richard and Kelly from 
Northern Ireland for the chance to 
win a televised wedding and a 
dream honeymoon. 

8.25 Casualty. A reunion with an old 
friend gives Max cause to re¬ 
evaluate his relationship with his 
estranged wife Zoe, and Elle 
reveals she wants to tell Blake that 
Jacob is his father. 

9.15 BBC News; Weather. 

9.35 Hard Sun. Renko persuades 
hungry young journalist Will 
Benedetti to stir up trouble by 
posting a story about the “Hard 
Sun” conspiracy, and immediately 
finds herself in the crosshairs of 
Security Services agent Grace 
Morrigan. As the truth is made 
public, a surgical strike from the 
government manages to diffuse 
the situation, transforming what 
should be a panic-inducing 
revelation into a laughable hoax. 
However, the dossier remains 
unaccounted for, meaning Grace’s 
search is not over. Meanwhile, 
Hicks races to catch a murderer 
obsessed with the impending end- 
of-days, and over at the facility, 
Daniel receives an unexpected 
visitor. Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Agyness Deyn. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.55 The NFL Show. 

12.25 Film: Mister John. (2013) 1.55 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.10 The 
Pets Factor. 7.30 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 7.45 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers. 

8.30 Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 Robot 
Wars. (R) 10.00 Steve Backshall’s 
Extreme Mountain Challenge. (R) 11.00 
Pets - Wild at Heart. (R) 12.00 The Hairy 
Bikers’ Mediterranean Adventure. (R) 

1.00 A Vicar’s Life. (R) 1.30 Back to the 
Land with Kate Humble. (R) 2.30 Rome 
Unpacked. (R) 3.30 Brendan Foster: A 
Life in Athletics. (R) 4.15 Flog It! (R) 

5.00 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 5.30 
Tom Kerridge’s Lose Weight For Good. 
(R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall explores the curious 
creatures of the Jurassic Coast, 
including the cuttlefish and the 
tern, as his wildlife expedition in 
the West Country continues. 

7.00 A House Through Time. David 
Olusoga focuses on the 1850s to 
the 1890s, revealing how a widow 
changed the Liverpool dwelling 
into a boarding house, and 
uncovering stories of infidelity and 
murder. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Corporal Jones 
misplaces £500 donated by local 
shopkeepers to provide a new 
canteen for servicemen, so the 
platoon tries to help him 
remember where he put it. (R) 

8.30 Grand Tours of Scotland’s Lochs. 
Paul Murton continues his Grand 
Tour with a chilly swim across 
Loch Ba high on Rannoch Moor, 
and struggles against the elements 
while trainspotting. 

9.00 Live at the Apollo. Dane Baptiste 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London, introducing sets by 
Desiree Burch and Chris 
McCausland. (R) 

9.45 Dl XL. Sarah Millican, Cariad Lloyd 
and Alice Levine join Alan Davies 
and Sandi Toksvig for an extended 
edition of the unconventional quiz, 
this time focussing on “Objects 
and Ornaments”. 

10.30 Madonna Rebel Heart Tour. 

Footage from the American pop 
singer’s 2015-2016 international 
tour, featuring performances of 
her recent hits, and classic tunes 
such as Material Girl, Holiday, and 
Like a Prayer. 

12.30 Film: Night Train to Lisbon. 

(2013) 2.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.25 Save Money: Good 
Food. (R) 11.55 Countrywise. (R) 12.25 
ITV News; Weather. 12.35 Dancing on 
Ice. (R) 2.30 Film: Free Willy 2: The 
Adventure Home. (1995) Family 
adventure, starring Jason James Richter. 

4.20 The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

5.20 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 5.30 ITV News; Weather. 5.45 
The Brits Are Coming. 

6.45 Take Me Out. A gymnast from 
London, a bird-watcher from 
Manchester, a Yorkshire pig- 
farmer, and a vintage car 
enthusiast from Worcester seek 
the approval of Paddy 
McGuinness’s single ladies. 

8.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
presents the second round of 
Blind Auditions, as Will.i.am, 
Jennifer Hudson, Oily Murs and 
Tom Jones take their places in the 
famous spinning chairs once 
again. As ever, the competitors are 
invited to step onto the stage and 
sing to the coaches’ backs, 
meaning they must judge the 
performance based on the quality 
of the voice alone. All four coaches 
will be pitching against each other 
to fill their teams ahead of the 
Battle and Knockout rounds, with 
the coveted recording contract 
with Polydor of offer to the 
ultimate winner. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon invades the homes of 
another three anonymous 
celebrities, and challenges Frankie 
Bridge, Jonathan Ross and Ben 
Shephard to guess who lives 
there. 

10.25 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Jaws 2. (1978) A man- 
eating shark menaces teenagers 
adrift off a seaside resort, while 
the police chief tries to alert the 
community. Thriller sequel, 
starring Roy Scheider. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 6.25 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.50 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.15 The King of Queens. 

(R) 7.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.35 Frasier. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 
Frasier. (R) 10.05 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.35 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.05 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Darts: BDO 
Lakeside World Professional 
Championships. Rob Walker presents 
live coverage of the eighth day of the 
event. 

6.00 A Place in the Sun. Ben Hillman 
helps ex-RAF officers Simon 
Stenning and Amanda Butcher find 
a winter home on the Caribbean 
island of Antigua, showing them 
five properties for their £330,000 
budget. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Spying on the Royals. The 

conclusion of the two-part 
documentary about surveillance 
on Edward VIII and Wallis 
Simpson. In the wake of the 
abdication, the couple took a 
holiday in America, unaware they 
were being spied on by US 
intelligence agencies as well as 
British. The outbreak of the 
Second World War saw them 
move on to Lisbon, where their 
dealings with a known Nazi 
collaborator raised concerns for 
MI5. (R) 

8.00 Queen Victoria’s Last Love: Abdul 
Karim. The monarch’s relationship 
with Indian servant Abdul Karim, 
which led to jealousy in the royal 
household when he rose from 
waiter to become one of Victoria’s 
closest confidants. (R) 

9.00 Film: Mission: Impossible - 
Rogue Nation. (2015) Premiere. 
The team of secret agents faces 
being shut down when the head of 
the CIA convinces the US Senate 
that it is too dangerous. The 
operatives of the Impossible 
Mission Force become fugitives 
when they defy orders and plot to 
bring down a shadowy society of 
assassins. Spy thriller sequel, 
starring Tom Cruise, Jeremy 
Renner, Rebecca Ferguson and 
Simon Pegg. 

11.40 Film: Transporter 2. (2005) 

1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.15 Coast vs 
Country. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors: Deadly Pursuits. (R) 11.55 
Police Interceptors: Rookies and Raids. 
(R) 12.55 The A-Team. (R) 1.55 The 
A-Team. (R) 3.00 FIA Formula E: Preview 
Show. A look ahead to the Marrakech 
ePrix. 3.30 FIA Formula E Race: 
Marrakech. The Marrakech ePrix. 5.15 
Dogs Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

6.10 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 
An insight into how very young 
pups begin to develop complex 
emotional responses to everything 
from relationships with litter- 
mates to their bond with humans. 
7.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups. 
Joe Pasquale celebrates another 
selection of hilarious celebrity 
pranks committed to film, with 
first-hand accounts from the 
people responsible for pulling the 
stunts, and the poor stars on the 
receiving end. Among the tricks 
highlighted are Ant and Dec 
springing a surprise on Jamie 
Oliver in his own restaurant, and 
Made in Chelsea star Jamie Laing 
pranks his own mother. Take That’s 
Mark Owen is annoyed by a bogus 
lawyer, and football manager Jose 
Mourinho stages an elaborate joke. 
Includes commentary by singer 
Amelia Lily, Towie star James 
“Diags” Bennewith, weather 
presenter Laura Tobin, and athlete 
Kriss Akabusi. 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady plays 
Cupid for more singletons looking 
for love, and this time, he helps an 
insurance manager arrange a date 
with one of three self-described 
“cougars”. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Barnsley 
v Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Nottingham Forest v Aston Villa. 
10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Blackburn Rovers v Shrewsbury 
Town and Portsmouth v 
Scunthorpe United. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Katie Price vs 
Ben Fogle. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Jonah 
Hex. (2010) 4.30 Access. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken 
History 8.00 Alaska - Earth’s Frozen 
Kingdom 9.00 Spiral 11.10 The Vietnam 
War 12.05 Top of the Pops: 1985 12.45 
Great Guitar Riffs at the BBC 1.45 Alaska 
- Earth’s Frozen Kingdom 2.45 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History 
3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.35 Totally You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 3.45 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 4.45 FYI Daily 4.50 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 5.25 Film: The Lord 
of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring 
(2001) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring (2001) 9.00 Film: 2 Fast 2 Furious 
(2003) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 2 
Fast 2 Furious (2003) 11.10 Family Guy 

12.10 American Dad! 1.05 Release the 
Hounds: Love Island 2.05 Ibiza 
Weekender 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

2.15 Rosemary & Thyme 3.20 Film: 
Columbo: Short Fuse (1972) 4.55 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.00 On 
the Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Warwick 4.00 
Film: From Russia with Love (1963) 5.10 
FYI Daily 5.15 Film: From Russia with 
Love (1963) 6.20 Film: Kelly’s Heroes 

(1970) 7.20 FYI Daily 7.25 Film: Kelly’s 
Heroes (1970) 9.25 Film: Payback 
(1999) 10.25 FYI Daily 10.30 Film: 
Payback (1999) 11.30 Film: Maximum 
Conviction (2012) 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 
Film: Maximum Conviction (2012) 1.35 
Car Crash Global: Caught on Camera 
2.35 Storage Wars: Texas 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 12.00 Film: 

The Borrowers (1997) 1.45 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
3.00 The Goldbergs 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Abraham Lincoln: 
Vampire Hunter (2012) 11.05 Gogglebox 

1.15 Rude Tube 2.20 Gogglebox3.15 
First Dates 4.05 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

1.00 The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
(2004) 2.50 Robinson Crusoe on Mars 
(1964) 5.05 Short Circuit (1986) 7.05 
Unstoppable (2010) 9.00 Dumb and 
Dumber To (2014) 



42nd Street 

New York City, 1933, and Peggy Sawyer, just off the bus from out-of-town hicksville, manages to 
miss the auditions for the dazzling new Broadway show but Peggy's impromptu dance routine is 
later spotted by the casting director, who decides to take a chance on her after all... 

All the stops are pulled out as this classic tale of Broadway's Golden Age comes to London, 
directed and co-written by veteran Mark Bramble and featuring the showstoppers We're In The 
Money, Lullaby of Broadway, Shuffle Off To Buffalo, Dames, I Only Have Eyes For You and 42nd 
Street. 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days Self-Drive - Evening Show 

Departing Friday 9 Feb 
Price Includes... 

✓ 1 night B&B at the Ibis Shepherd's Bush 
Hotel, London 

✓ 42nd Street theatre ticket - Grand Circle 
(evening performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


Kinky Bools 

Faced with bankruptcy due to competition from foreign sources, one small village's shoe factory 
owner embarks on a daringly different business strategy, ladies' shoes in men's sizes for the drag 
queen and cross-dresser market. 

This true story, which in 2005 was released as a successful film, is the tale of W.J. Brooks Ltd of 
Earls Barton, Northampton, and its startling move into fetish footwear under the "Divine" brand. 
With an original score by Cyndi Lauper, this story then became a multiple Tony-award winning 
Broadway show, later crossing the Atlantic to London's Adelphi Theatre. 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days Self-Drive - Evening Show 

Departing Friday 9 Feb 
Price Includes... 

✓ 1 night B&B at the Ibis Shepherd's Bush 
Hotel, London 

✓ Kinky Boots theatre ticket - Upper Circle 
(evening performance) 

✓ Free time in London 





★★★★★ 

“The mother of all show-biz 
musicals” 

The Daily Telegraph 


2 Days 

Self-Drive 


only 

£ 139 


“An absolute hoot of a 
show!” 

The Times 



Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to 


availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 

1 For more information AC1 Quote 033 numbers are free within 

or to book, please call: UOOUU lOU UO 1 OMRT 

oni^eat 3 omegabreaks.com/RT 

#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 14 



McMafia 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Benny uncovers information 
about a shipment of heroin 
being smuggled from Pakistan 
into India. He does not realise 
that Dilly is spying on him, and 
after a robbery, gains all the 
information he needs to pull off 
a heist - however Semiyon 
warns that it is Alex's decision 
whether the operation goes 
ahead. Karin is suspicious 
about the fund Alex is using to 
move Semiyon's money around, 
while Rebecca becomes 
concerned when she discovers 
Alex has a secret second phone. 
In Prague, Vadim resolves to 
find out who Benes is in league 
with. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 2.30 The Truth About 
Looking Good. (R) 3.30 Big Cats. (R) 

4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05 
Attenborough and the Sea Dragon. (R) 
6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. The team reports 
from the Somerset Levels, where 
Matt Baker discovers a project to 
protect the common crane, a bird 
that now thrives in the area thanks 
to an unlikely partnership. Anita 
Rani meets an apple farmer, Adam 
Henson prepares for winter on his 
farm, and Charlotte Smith reports 
on the dangers of swimming in the 
sea. Plus, the first in a series of 
features on life as a rural vet. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
tries to convince Mr Newbold that 
Mrs Featherstone has an exciting 
past. Eric and Cyril take up tandem 
cycling, and Leroy’s latest task 
involves dressing up as a banana. 

8.00 The Coronation. Documentary 
about the queen’s coronation in 
1953, featuring an interview with 
the monarch, who shares her 
memories and discusses seeing 
her father crowned as a child. 

9.00 McMafia. Benny uncovers 
information about heroin being 
smuggled into India - but he does 
not realise Dilly is watching, and 
now has all the information he 
needs to pull off a heist. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s two 
Premier League matches - 
Bournemouth v Arsenal at the 
Vitality Stadium and Liverpool v 
Manchester City at Anfield. 

II. 30 Man Like Mobeen. New series. 

Sitcom about a reformed drug 
dealer trying to look after his 
younger sister. Mobeen faces a 
moral quandary. 

11.50 Man Like Mobeen. Aks is 
suspended from school for 
fighting, and Mobeen’s uncles 
urge him to consider an arranged 
marriage to provide the girl with a 
much-needed female role model. 

12.15 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 Coast. (R) 7.00 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 7.45 Gardeners’ World. 

(Ft) 8.15 Greatest Gardens. (R) 8.50 
Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.15 Raymond Blanc: How 
to Cook Well. (R) 11.45 Food & Drink. 

(Ft) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: The Masters. Mark Selby v 
Mark Williams. 5.35 Ski Sunday. 

6.20 Film: Mr Holmes. (2015) 
Premiere. An elderly Sherlock 
Holmes retires to a seaside 
farmhouse in the aftermath of the 
Second World War, and struggles 
to cope with his diminished 
faculties. Assisted by his 
housekeeper’s inquisitive son, he 
tries to piece together the events 
of the one case that he failed to 
solve. Period mystery based on 
Mitch Cullin’s novel A Slight Trick 
of the Mind, starring Ian McKellen. 
8.00 Yellowstone: The Wildest Winter. 
Kate Humble, Patrick Ayree, 
scientists and wildlife cameramen 
examine the changing seasons at 
Yellowstone National Park during 
2016, and the effect on the local 
American wildlife. In the first 
episode, Patrick follows the grizzly 
bears, who are taking a risk with 
the weather by leaving their winter 
dens early. Meanwhile, Kate gets 
to grips with the science behind 
this frozen season. (R) 

9.00 Dragons’Den. Debrah Meaden, 
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman, Tej 
Lalvani and Jenny Campbell once 
again take their places in the 
boardroom, as more would-be 
entrepreneurs pitch their business 
plans. This time, a former 
bricklayer hopes his mortar-board 
invention will help him build a 
working relationship with a 
Dragon, and a mother-of-two 
seeks an investment for her child¬ 
tracking device. Plus, a hopeful 
snack industry pioneer pitches 
crisps inspired by astronauts, and 
a 25-year-old designer enlists the 
aid of a Paralympian to 
demonstrate her product designed 
for wheelchair users. 

10.00 Film: The Water Diviner. (2014) 
Premiere. An Australian travels to 
Turkey after the First World War to 
discover what happened to his 
sons. Period drama, directed by 
and starring Russell Crowe. 

11.45Snooker: The Masters. 

12.35 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 

2.35 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 3.35 
Holby City. (R) 4.35 This Is BBC Two. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 

(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(Ft) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10.8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 River Monsters. 
(Ft) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 12.00 
The Voice UK. (Ft) 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.40 Britain’s Brightest Family. 
(R) 2.10 The Cruise: Return to the 
Mediterranean. (R) 2.40 Film: Death 
Becomes Her. (1992) Black comedy 
fantasy, starring Goldie Hawn and Meryl 
Streep. 4.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.4.45 ITV News; Weather. 5.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present the 
skating challenge, with judges 
Jayne Torvill, Christopher Dean, 
Jason Gardiner and Ashley Banjo 
assessing the celebrities’ 
performance on the ice. This week 
features the first skate-off of the 
series, as two contestants and 
their professional partners 
compete to avoid being eliminated 
from the contest. 

8.00 Vera. The detective investigates 
when a seemingly beloved 
resident of a coastal community is 
fatally driven off the road, and digs 
up the victim’s past in the hope of 
unmasking the killer. Crime drama 
based on Ann Cleeves’ series of 
novels, starring Brenda Blethyn. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 
11.10 Next of Kin. A GP’s brother is 
kidnapped on his way home to the 
UK from his clinic in Lahore, and a 
counterterrorism unit is anxious to 
trace his son. Thriller, with Archie 
Panjabi. (R) 

12.05 Great Art. Tim Marlow explores 
the legacy of 19th-century art collector 
Paul Durand-Ruel. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
Viewers get the chance to participate in 
live interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 Sunday Night at 
the Palladium. With Maroon 5, Earth, 
Wind & Fire and Ella Henderson. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.05 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. (R) 
6.10 The King of Queens. (Ft) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick & 
Easy Food. (R) 1.05 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.35 The Simpsons. (Ft) 2.05 Film: Two 
by Two. (2015) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Tara Flynn. 

3.50 Channel 4 News. 4.15 Darts: BDO 
Lakeside World Professional 
Championships. Rob Walker presents 
live coverage of the men’s final. 

8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the 
World. The miniature train begins 
its 71 -mile journey, and the train 
ferry build in the previous episode 
does not work as well as expected. 
Further down the line, the track 
teams have to work quickly in 
heavy rain while fending off 
midges, while other engineers 
have to find a way to span a 60- 
metre viaduct that could flood at 
any moment. 

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. The 

remaining recruits are put through 
rounds of gruelling training by 
special forces instructors in 
Morocco’s Atlas Mountains. They 
must abseil more than 200 feet 
from the top of the El Mansour 
Dam, and undertake a gruelling 
mountain climb in high 
temperatures while each carrying 
40 pounds on their back. They are 
also forced to accept their own 
personal weaknesses and find 
ways to turn them to their 
advantage, as the instructors will 
be looking for those who are able 
to find strength in adversity. 

10.00The Big Fat Quiz of Everything. 
Vic Reeves, Bob Mortimer, Claudia 
Winkleman, Miranda Hart, 
Jonathan Ross and Nish Kumar 
answer Jimmy Carr’s questions on 
the past 100,000 years of human 
history. (R) 

12.00 Film: Killing Them Softly. (2012) 
Crime thriller, starring Brad Pitt. 1.45 
Grand Designs Australia. A family builds 
a new home on a plot in the garden. (R) 
2.40 Location, Location, Location. 
Catching up with a couple who were 
looking for a home in Hitchin, 
Hertfordshire. (R) 3.35 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. 4.00 Gillette World Sport. 4.30 
Coast vs Country. A couple look for a 
property in Cornwall either by the sea or 
in a rural area. (R) 5.25 Four in a Bed. 

(R) 5.50 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. 
(Ft) 5.55 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.15 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.25 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (Ft) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.45 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.10 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.25 Nella the Princess Knight. 8.40 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.25 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.30 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Blind Date. (R) 

I. 00 Will & Grace. (R) 1.30 Film: Are We 
There Yet? (2005) Family comedy, 
starring Ice Cube. 3.15 Film: Dennis the 
Menace Strikes Again. (1998) Family 
comedy sequel, starring Justin Cooper. 
4.40 Film: Garfield. (2004) Family 
comedy, with the voice of Bill Murray. 

6.10 Film: Pixels. (2015) Premiere. 
Aliens declare war on Earth having 
seen video games from the 1980s 
and interpreted them as a threat. 
Their attack comes in the form of 
deadly recreations of classic video 
games, so the US government 
recruits four former arcade 
champions to repel the attack. Sci- 
fi comedy, starring Adam Sandler 
and Peter Dinklage. Edited for 
violence. 

7.10 5 News Update. 

7.15 Film: Pixels. (2015) Concluded. 
8.00 Billionaire Babies: 24 Carat Kids. 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of another day for the illustrious 
inhabitants as they cope with the 
day-to-day complications of life 
under the all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother, while also dealing with 
one another’s quirks and foibles. 
10.05Film: Grown Ups 2. (2013) Four 
friends try to relive their youth, but 
find their kids have a thing or two 
to teach them on the last day of 
school. Comedy sequel, with 
Adam Sandler and Chris Rock. 

II. 55 One Night with My Ex. Suspicions 

of cheating destroyed the trust 
between Kenya and Saed, and they 
have not seen each other for two 
years. They are reunited to talk 
about what went wrong. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Voyager: To the Final 
Frontier 9.00 Neil Armstrong - First Man 
on the Moon 10.00 The Sky at Night 

10.30 Churchill’s First World War 12.00 
The Story of Maths 2.00 Neil Armstrong 
- First Man on the Moon 3.00 Voyager: 

To the Final Frontier 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

12.35 Take Me Out 1.50 The Voice UK 
3.20 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.20 FYI 
Daily 4.25 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 

5.25 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Two Towers (2002) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers (2002) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

12.30 Film: That Awkward Moment 
(2014) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 Film: That 
Awkward Moment (2014) 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Foyle’s War 6.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 8.00 Secret Life of Dogs 

9.00 Tonight at the London Palladium 
10.00 Film: Chicago (2002)12.15 
Lewis 2.15 Blue Murder 3.30 Road to 
Avonlea 5.10 On the Buses 5.35 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.50 Pawn Stars 1.40 Hornblower 3.50 
Film: Kelly’s Heroes (1970) 4.50 FYI 
Daily 4.55 Film: Kelly’s Heroes (1970) 
6.55 Film: The Adjustment Bureau 
(2011)7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: The 
Adjustment Bureau (2011) 9.00 Film: 

The Krays (1990) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: The Krays (1990)11.20 Film: 
Inside Man (2006) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: Inside Man (2006) 2.00 The Car 
Chasers 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Melissa & Joey 1.30 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Life of Pi (2012) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 11.30 Gogglebox 1.35 
Rude Tube 2.30 First Dates 3.25 
Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Master of the World (1961) 1.00 
The Core (2003) 3.45 Hulk (2003) 6.25 
The Book Thief (2013) Second World 
War drama, starring Sophie Nelisse. 9.00 
Non-Stop (2014) An air marshal on a 
transatlantic flight searches for a terrorist 
threatening to kill the passengers one by 
one. Action thriller, with Liam Neeson and 
Julianne Moore. 11.05 Blood Ties (2013) 
Crime drama, starring Clive Owen and 
Billy Crudup. 1.40 Beauty (2011) 3.55 
Close 


HUGE NEW SHOWROOM 



BUY NOW PAY 2019 


W < Select wine 
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HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY - WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


TABLE TOP COOKERS SINGLE OVENS 


BUILT-IN DOUBLE OVENS COOKER HOODS 




UNDER COUNTER FRIDGES 



ESTABLISHED 1980 - 38 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

FREEPHONE 0800 328 3384 
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BELLING • STOVES • DE DIETRICH BAUMATIC • GORENJE • SERVIS • MONTPELLIER • SHARP • LG • ICE KING 
• HOTPOINT • INDESIT • BEKO • SMEG • STATESMAN • CDA • HOOVER • CANDY • SWAN 






|empir« appl I ces ( J N n exurhe^L C ge n wlrehouse) 


special opening offers Green Lane, Cannock, WS11 


Proud supporters of 

: G®*' 

**P tH ~ ri 


Telephone 01543 544545 

Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
I empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances Biy 
OPENING HOURS Monday - Saturday 9-6pm Sunday 10.30-4.30pm 


loi’j 


m 


CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
FLUSH SASH WINDOWS, SOLID CONSERVATORY ROOFS 


Head Office Select House, Walsall Road, 12 Months Interest Free - 
Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ Finance Available 

Open: Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 5.00pm, 

Sat lO.OOam - 4.00pm Terms and Conditions apply 

Authorised and Validated by The Financial Conduct Authority. We are a credit broker and not a lender. 

We offer credit facilities from one lender Select Windows (Home Improvements) Limted 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Wrong Mother, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Kaylene gives birth to twins after in vitro fertilisation, 
but when she needs help with home care, the nurse 
she hires turns out to be the unhinged woman who 
donated the eggs for the procedure. Thriller, starring 
Vanessa Marcil and Stephen Snedden. (2017) 

TUESDAY 

False Pretenses, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman’s life is left in tatters when her wealthy 
husband finds he has been conned out of millions by 
his best friend, and kills himself. Escaping the painful 
memories, she moves elsewhere and slowly begins to 
rebuild her life - until the conman hunts her down. 
Thriller, starring Peta Wilson. (2004) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Murderer Upstairs, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A mother protects her stepdaughter after the teenager 
witnesses the murder of her best friend. But before 
long, she comes to the terrifying possibility that the 
girl may be the actual killer. Thriller, starring Josie 
Davis, Tiera Skovbye and Cameron Bancroft. (2017) 



THURSDAY 

Her Dark Past, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

After a shooting incident leaves her in a coma, a 
woman awakens after three months with no 
memory of her true identity. Even more of a 
puzzle is what she could have done for someone 
to want her dead, and as she rediscovers her dark 
past, she must earn redemption along the way. 
Mystery thriller, starring Anna Lise Phillips and Kevin 
Ryan. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Spring Breakers, Channel 4,12.20am 

Four teenage girls are desperate to enjoy a wild 
spring holiday in Florida, and resort to robbery to fund 
it. Their brush with the law brings them to the attention 
of a sleazy gangster, who seduces them further into a 
life of crime while giving them the hedonistic 
experiences they crave. Drama, starring James 
Franco, Selena Gomez, Vanessa Hudgens, Ashley 
Benson, Rachel Korine, Gucci Mane, Heather Morris 
and Ash Lendzion. (2012) 


Channel 4 look to carry 
on the winning formula 


I n 2012, to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary, Channel 4 
broadcast a ‘mash-up night’ in 
which some of its biggest 
personalities popped up in one 
another’s shows. 

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and 
Jon Snow appeared in Channel 4 
Newsreaders do River Cottage, 

Alan Carr joined Location, Location, 
Location’s Kirstie Allsopp to poke 
around other peoples’ houses, The 
Million Pound Drop was hosted by 
Phil Spencer with Davina McCall 
playing the game, and the Made in 
Chelsea cast staged Come Dine 
With Me. 

However, the most memorable of 
the job-swap programmes was the 
merging of comedy panel show 8 
Out of 10 Cats and long-running 
daytime quiz Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr took over as host for 
the one-off special alongside short- 
skirted purveyor of numbered and 
lettered tiles Rachel Riley, while Cats 
regulars Sean Lock and Jon 
Richardson competed as team 
captains and Joe Wilkinson joined 
Susie Dent in Dictionary Corner. 


The show was an unexpected 
success - it was the second most 
watched programme on Channel 4 
that week. 

Since then, 92 episodes of 
‘Catsdown’ have aired and it was 
even nominated for a British 
Comedy Award in 2014. 

So what has made the show so 
popular over the years? 

The participants seem to think that 
it is down to their chemistry and 
banter with each other, and in 
Lock’s case, not really caring about 
the result. 

“It’s a bit odd because normally 
you go on Countdown, you lose, 
and you’re never seen again,” he 
said in an interview with Time Out in 
2013. 

“Whereas I go on Countdown, I 
lose, and I’m back again, to get 
wupped over and over. 

“Because Jon is like a freak. He 
always gets the same as Dictionary 
Corner and they’ve got a f***ing 
computer! He plays with his mum; 
he’s got a Countdown clock in his 
loft. He does! Seriously!” 


However, the studious Richardson 
might find it difficult to concentrate 
tonight as the quiz returns for its 
11th run. 

On his team is Wilkinson who, in 
the past, has appeared as Riley’s 
assistant, often dressed in costume 
while using props, offering special 
prizes, replacing letter tiles with 
symbols and turning up despite 
having been ‘fired’. 

The other regular captain, Lock, is 
absent due to other commitments 
but he has an able deputy in Kevin 
Bridges. 

The Glaswegian comic has been 
one of the country’s most popular 
performers for the last decade now 
and tickets for his hotly anticipated 
tour Brand New are selling out fast. 

Bridges will be joined on the panel 
by Jessica Knappett, best known for 
playing Meg in the TV series 
Drifters, which she also created, and 
Lisa in The Inbetweeners Movie. 

Finally, performance poet Dr John 
Cooper Clarke, aka the Bard of 
Salford, joins the sensible Ms Dent 
in Dictionary Corner. 



8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown, Friday, Channel 4, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1, 9pm 

Part one of two. A woman is murdered and the 
forensic evidence takes the team to a cosmetic 
clinic where the victim had been receiving various 
treatments seemingly for free, but Nikki and Silva 
are frustrated by the CEO of Hamilton Ashe hospital 
when he blocks access to Karen’s medical records. 
Meanwhile, when his daughter Rosie turns up at 
the Lyell as her mum is in hospital over a 
pregnancy complication, Thomas must play the 
doting father for a few weeks - a role that does not 
come naturally. 

TUESDAY 

Britain’s Favourite Dogs: Top 100 
ITV, 7.30pm 

Britain is a nation of dog lovers, with one in four of 
us sharing our homes with a canine. But which of 
the 217 recognised breeds (and the thousands of 
cross breeds) can claim to be the nation’s favourite? 
Sara Cox and Ben Fogle are about to find out as 
they reveal the results of one of the most 
comprehensive surveys on dog ownership ever 
undertaken in the UK. As well as running down the 
chart of the best-loved breeds, they’ll also be 
hearing from famous owners, including Geri 


Halliwell, Simon Gregson, Phillip Schofield, Holly 
Willoughby and Prince Harry, exploring the key 
characteristics of the popular pooches that made 
the top 100, and sharing inspiring stories about 
some heroic hounds. 

WEDNESDAY 
Millionaires’ Ex-Wives Club 
BBC2, 9pm 

Few divorces are painless, but as this 
documentary discovers, it seems the 
more money is at stake, the fiercer the 
fight - and thanks to a change in the 
law which means a 50/50 split is now 
the starting point, London has 
become the leading battleground in 
high-profile cases. Press coverage of 
such cases sometimes suggests that 
the ex-wives are just out for what they 
can get, but this programme meets 
two women who went to war with 
their former spouses to find out 
what really motivated them. It also 
examines the toll the legal 
proceedings can take on the 
women, as Michelle Young 
explains why she clocked up 65 
court hearings, 13 sets of 


lawyers and some huge debts in her fight to prove 
that her former husband wasn’t the penniless 
bankrupt her claimed, while Lisa Tchenguiz 
explains why her own family’s wealth funded her 
costly divorce battle. 

Kiri 

Channel 4, 9pm 

Social worker Miriam is put under 
increasing pressure to admit she 
is to blame for what happened 
to Kiri, while the young girl’s 
foster family of Jim, Alice and Si 
also find themselves thrown 
into the media spotlight. 
Elsewhere, Kiri’s grandfather Tobi 
searches for his son, Nate, the 
prime suspect in the case, 
which sees him face up to 
some uncomfortable 
truths about his 
relationship with him. 
The four-part drama 
continues, starring 
Sarah Lancashire, 
Lucian Msamati 
and Felicia 
Mukasa. 


THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

Famous thriller author Frank O’Toole is found 
stabbed through the heart after taking an early 
morning swim in the ocean. Suspicion soon falls on 
the victim’s wife Valerie, but with eyewitnesses 
confirming he was swimming alone, how could 
anyone, let alone the prime suspect, have got from 
the house to the sea without being detected? Away 
from the investigation, Dwayne concentrates on 
finding a date for a voodoo love festival. Whodunit, 
guest starring Simon Callow, Imogen Stubbs, and 
Sian Gibson of Car Shame fame. 

FRIDAY 

Monty Don’s Paradise Gardens 
BBC2, 9pm 

The presenter visits gardens that represent and 
symbolise the four areas of Islamic civilisation - 
Andalucian, Moghul, Persian and Ottoman - 
revealing the importance of Paradise Gardens 
celebrated in the Koran. He begins his quest in 
Spain, where he discovers their basic building blocks. 
In Morocco, he sees the wide variety of paradise 
gardens from an enormous royal walled meadow, to 
a secret inner city courtyard. Then in the Iranian 
desert, he uncovers the mystery to their creation. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 

Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. In the main, it can’t 
be left (9) 

8. Stir caused by 
short notice and 
nothing more (3) 

9. Electric chair 
occupied by rulers? 
(4,2,5) 

11. Support for one 
who gives a lesson 
(7) 

12. One asked to stay 
made a random 
surmise, we hear 
(5) 

13. Part of the world 
where there’s a 
daily rising! (6) 

15. Those who occupy 
it may be given 
plenty of time (6) 

17. The principle is the 
same both ways (5) 

18. Present 
indisputable 
evidence again and 
reprimand (7) 

20. The North Sea (6,5) 

22. Shelter put back for 
the sea-dweller (3) 

23. Editress upset 
about northern 
heretic (9) 


Down 

2. Fasten an 
unfinished row of 
seats (3) 

3. Insolvent stock 
exchange operator 
loses a letter (5) 

4. Describing the 
mountains when 
one is in diverted 
plane (6) 

5. Briefly the same bet 
for the old lady (7) 

6. Hairdresser’s staff 
(7,4) 

7. A girl will show you 
the Swiss lake (9) 

10. Lots of interest may 
attract people to 
this (7,4) 

11. Minor tale ruined by 
the circus performer 
(4-5) 

14. Spotted description 
of plain cake (7) 

16. Marie’s unusual 
hosts (6) 

19. Carefully examine 
soft dress (5) 

21. Yes, it’s one of the 
pupils, we hear (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Benefit (9) 

8. Nothing (3) 

9. Rude (11) 

11. Tackle (7) 

12. Weird (5) 

13. Drift (6) 

15. Made great efforts (6) 

17. Pitiless (5) 

18. Type of sword (7) 

20. Anarchy (11) 

22. Name for the sun (3) 

23. Unsafe (9) 


Down 

2. Obscure (3) 

3. Bravery (5) 

4. Among (6) 

5. Ingredient (7) 

6. Question (11) 

7. Innocent (9) 

10. Incessantly (11) 

11. Great slaughter (9) 
14. Let (7) 

16. Protect (6) 

19. Flavour (5) 

21. Small French coin (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Amends; 8 Inkpot; 

10 Scuttle; 11 Islet; 12 Year; 13 Skins; 17 Sight; 
18 Iron; 22 Agree; 23 Incense; 24 Annual; 

25 Tuners. Down: 1 Cat’s eye; 2 Refusal; 

3 Edits; 4 Ensigns; 5 Spill; 6 State; 9 Deck chair; 
14 Liberal; 15 Printer; 16 Intense; 19 Pagan; 

20 Trunk; 21 Scrub. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Repair; 8 Hasten; 10 Protect; 

11 Tract; 12 Ewer; 13 Below; 17 Vague; 

18 Free; 22 Lower; 23 Upright; 24 Silent; 

25 Manner. Down: 1 Prophet; 2 Opposed; 

3 Liken; 4 Caution; 5 Steal; 6 Unity; 9 Strenuous; 
14 Vagrant; 15 Brigand; 16 Fetters; 19 Close; 

20 Dwell; 21 Break. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which annual publication was first 
published in 1700 as Voices of the Stars? 

2. What did Ben Corson and Roger Staughton 
invent? 

3. Which 'absurdist’ playwright died in March 
1994? 

4. Which US city was designed by French 
engineer Pierre L’Enfant? 

5. What is the BBC’s 24-hour news-and-sport 
radio network called? 


6. Who wrote the classic US satirical novel 
Main Street? 

7. Who presented Hampton Court Palace to 
Henry VIII in 1525? 

8. What is the capital of Zimbabwe? 

9. Which king of France did Marie Antoinette 
marry? 

10. What is a devil’s coach-horse? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bay of Naples; 2 Nellie Melba; 3 Dublin; 
4 Salzburg; 5 Apple; 6 Canterbury; 7 Princess 
Anne; 8 Start the Week; 9 Thermal insulation; 

10 Italy. 

Niner: SHRINKAGE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

785349 gives a fruit, 

485691 gives more fruit, 

696237 gives a South American fruit. 
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STOCK 

CLEARANCE 


UP TO 



80 % 

OFF 


EVENT 




HOME, 


HURRY WHILST STOCKS LAST 

WHEN IT'S GONE IT'S GONE! 


Bradford Mall, The Saddler Centre, Walsall WS1 1YS 


tjhughes.co.uk 


TJ HUGHES 

The Discount Department Store 
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This break Leeds to perfect mix 


FOOD and footie - that’s certainly the way to 
the heart of the two boys in my life and we 
were combining the two with a weekend in 
Leeds. 

Home for the weekend was the four-star Novotel 
which was just a five-minute walk from the train station. 

The hotel bar - The Sugar Factory - is sparkly and 
metallic with a chilled out atmosphere. We supped on 
sumptuous cocktails while we watched sport on the 
huge TV screens, sitting on comfy leather sofas. 

Novotel catered for both the youngsters and the 
adults with a gym, web corner and games area for the 
young ones. 

The hotel was in an ideal location close to the city 
centre. It was easy to get around on foot because the 
centre seems to be based on a grid system and when 
we ventured out with our Family Day Rover passes it 
also seemed so simple on public transport. 


MATCH 

Our reason for being in Leeds was for a football 
match at Elland Road - both my husband and son were 
over the moon that we managed to have a great view in 
the press box. 

The match had switched to a Friday night, so that 
gave us plenty of time to explore this eclectic city. 

Just 10 minutes bus ride from the hotel was the 
Emmerdale Studio Experience. For fans of the soap 
this is a dream. On the 80-minute guided tour at the 
former ITV studios, you can find out how story lines are 
put together, visit the make-up department, sit at the 
Woolpack bar and wander through the model village. 

We had now worked up an appetite and made our 
way back into the centre for lunch at Pizza Fella, in 
Vicar Lane. Peering through the window the restaurant 
looked totally unassuming from the outside with its 



Impressive - The Corn 
Exchange in Leeds 


v j \ 



contemporary bare wooden interior, but the pizzas were 
to die for. 

In the evening, it was the off to Meat Liquor in Trinity 
Leeds. Trinity has about 120 shops with plenty of bars 
and restaurants. 

Meat Liquor was very retro and funky with 70s-style 
tables and it was back to basics with kitchen roll on the 
table and sauces. 

There is so much more to Leeds than bars and 
restaurants. It is home to the Royal Armouries, which 
is outstanding and jaw-dropping for both adults and 


youngsters alike. The museum is home to the UK’s 
largest collection of arms, armour and artillery. There 
are six themed galleries - and it is free. 

If you still have time there is also shopping with a 
mixture of independent, boutique and mainstream 
shops. 

Leeds is bidding to become European Capital of 
Culture 2023 and you can certainly see why they 
describe it as a ‘diverse and vibrant culture’. 

It was voted one of the top 10 European cities in 
2017 by Lonely Planet. It boasts more than 300 bars 


and restaurants and a walk through the streets in the 
evening just goes to show it is thriving. 

Sport is also big in the city and Leeds has hosted 
huge events including Tour de France Grand Depart in 
2014 and the Rugby World Cup in 2015 was hosted at 
Elland Road. 

Leeds is a mixture of old and new with a wonderful 
collection of buildings, bars and restaurants and 
attractions. And let’s just say that we had far more 
success with the food than the footie. 

LISA BAILEY 
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YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 


31 


BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Two-bedroomed 
bungalow is very 
well presented 

In a quiet cul-de-sac position, this highly attractive 
and very well presented two-bedroomed detached 
bungalow in Lydford Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, is 
deceptively spacious. 

Being just a few minutes walk from Bloxwich High 
Street and King George V Memorial Playing Fields, 
it is for sale through Marrion & Co estate agents at 
£249,950. 

Having gas central heating and double glazing, its 
accommodation briefly comprises an enclosed storm 
porch, an entrance hallway, a lounge, a breakfast 
kitchen, conservatory, two bedrooms, a shower 
room, a tandem garage with a utility area, a driveway 
and well maintained fore and rear gardens. 

This attractively-styled detached bungalow forms 
part of this popular residential development known as 
Sefton Park. 

Also adjoining King George V playing fields, this 
sought-after development is situated within the 
catchment area for the Walsall Academy and many 
other local schools. Frequent and regular public 
transport services are also available nearby together 
with access to the Midland motorway network. 

In more detail the front garden is mainly laid to 
lawn, and the driveway provides parking for several 
vehicles, leading to the tandem garage. 

The entrance hallway has pull down loft ladders and 
a storage cupboard. The lounge has a bay window 
to the front and a contemporary feature fireplace 
housing a flame-effect electric fire. 

Having a range of high gloss white wall and 
base units with contrasting work surface over, the 
breakfast kitchen includes an integrated fan-assisted 
electric oven, a hob with an extractor over, space for a 
fridge/freezer and a door through to the conservatory. 

Bedroom one has fitted wardrobes. Bedroom two/ 
dining room has a window to the front. The shower 
room/WC has a a white high gloss vanity unit and a 
low level WC, a double walk-in shower cubicle with a 
Triton instant electric shower. 

The utility room has a base unit with a work 
surface over with space and plumbing for a washing 
machine. The rear garden is very private, being 
mainly laid to lawn with a patio and a garden shed. 



BLOXWICH £249,950 


TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY ■ 


AGENT: Marrion & Co 
TEL: 01922 404446 
EMAIL: sales@marrion.co.uk 




KEY FEATURES 

Detached bungalow 
2 bedrooms 
Deceptively spacious 
Quiet cul-de-sac 
Conservatory 




Bobby Singh, Esq 



YOU DESERVE MORE 

loveyourpostcode.com* | 01922 215116 1 0800 862 0870 



LOVEYOUR® 

POSTCODE 
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Deceptively Spacious 
Hall, Lounge 
Dining Room 
Refitted Kitchen 


Refitted Bathroom 


• Dorma Detached Bungalow 

• Entrance Hallway 

• large Family Lounge 

• Seven Bedrooms 


Sitting Room 
Kitchen/diner, Utility 
En-suite and shower room 


Parking 


Rear Garden 


2 Bedrooms 


NO CHAIN 


Bathroom and Shower Room 


Double Garage 


• Modem Apartment 

• Second Floor 

• Open Plan Lounge/Diner 

• Bathroom 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• 2 Allocated Parking 

• Viewing Essential 


• Modem Extended Detached 

• Through Hallway, Lounge/diner 

• Kitchen, Dining Room 

• Guest WC 


• En Suite to Master Bedroom 

• Family Bathroom 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• Integral Garage 


Detached Bungalow 
Sought After Location 
Through Hallway 
Lounge 

Refitted Kitchen 


Utility Room 


• Adjacent to Tumberry Estate 

• 3 Reception Rooms 

• Breakfast Kitchen, Conservatory 

• Utility, Guests WC 

• 4 Bedrooms 


En-Suite Bathroom 


Double Garage 
Must Be Viewed 


2 Double Bedrooms 


NO CHAIN 


Viewing Recommended 


• Entrance Hallway 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner, 

• Three Bedrooms 


• Bathroom And Wc. 

• Gardens, 

• Driveway 

• Detached Garage. 


• Traditional Spacious 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Gardens 

• Viewing Essential 


WILLENHALL 

ASHMORE LAKE ROAD 

■ H 


WALSALL 

GILLITY CLOSE 
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‘ 


01922 

663399 


£120,000 Offers Over 


OFFERS OVER £500,000 


ESSINGTON 

HOUGH WAY 


BLOXWICH 


74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 


POPULAR COURT 

m \ 


E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 




£239,950 


£118,000 


BLOXWICH 

LYDFORD ROAD 


BLOXWICH 

BEALEYS CLOSE 

iiM 


Free 


Valuations 


- y 


No Sale 


No Fee 


* 


r > 




Experienced 


Sales Team 


£249,950 


£325,000 


BLOXWICH 

LANCASTER PLACE 


WALSALL 

WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD 


Wit 


Established 1994 


V‘m tf*'’ Jm 


rightmove^* 


OFFERS OVER £113.000 


£94.950 
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PROPERTY 



Town house would 
be ideal first buy 


REEDSWOOD 

£130,000 


This superbly presented three-bedroomed end 
town house in Norfolk New Road, Reedswood, 
Walsall, is for sale through L&S Prestige Estates 
at offers over £130,000. 

The living accommodation comprises an entrance 
hall, a lounge, a modern fitted kitchen/diner, 
three nicely proportioned bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. The property also benefits from having 
double glazing and gas central heating throughout. 

Outside there is both a garden and a driveway to 
the fore and an enclosed garden to the rear. 

The property is superbly situated for easy access 
to a wide range of local amenities. There is a choice 
of popular schools and excellent transport links, 
including Junction 10 of the M6. This really would 
make an excellent first-time buy and interested 
parties are strongly encouraged to arrange internal 
viewing. 

Call L&S Prestige Estates on 01902 606595 or 
visit www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


Four-bedroomed 
detached family 
home on edge 
of town centre 

BLOXWICH 

£239,950 

- 

Within walking distance 
of Bloxwich town centre, 
this modern detached 
family home in Park Road, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, is 
extended and very well 
presented. 

Ideally located, it is for sale 
through Webbs Estate Agents 
at £239,950. 

It is situated in a private 
gated development on the 
edge of Bloxwich town centre, 
being close to good schools, 
local amenities and bus 
routes. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises a through hallway, 
a lounge/diner, a kitchen, a 
dining room, a guest WC, four 
bedrooms, an en-suite to the 
master bedroom and a family 
bathroom. 

Outside there is an integral 
garage, driveway and 
landscaped gardens. 

Call Webbs Estate Agents on 
01922 663399 or visit www. 
webbsestateagents.co.uk 




K.Stuart Swash 

PROPERTY AUCTION 


NEXT SALE 


13th March 2018 


Entries to date include: 

Residential and other properties for renovation. 
Investments and Land. 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 
(01902) 710626 / 424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


Entries now invited for 
our next auction 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


"based on 2016 figi 
up for number of l< 


jures from Essential Information 
lots sold for auctioneers based 
West Midlands 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Sell Online from f 99 Inc VAT 



Church Road, Short Heath, Willenhall w Pooles Lane, Short Heath, Willenhall § Burleigh Close, Summer Hayes, Willenha 


Offers in the Region Of £280,000 


Offers in the Region Of £235,000 


Offers in the Region of £175,000 
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Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 


bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 


» 88 

'mm? 


Netley Road, Bloxwich Walsall 

n _n.:.. pon nnn 



willenhall@skitts.net 

bilston@skitts. net 
dudley@skitts. net 
greatbridge@skitts. net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbnomwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 


01902 631151 

01902 353578 
01384 214 996 
0121 520 2255 
01902 686868 
0121 505 1818 
01902 732324 
0121 530 4240 
01902 788188 
0121 520 2255 



P 2 

^71 

P 1 

EPC E 



Stamping Way, Bloxwich Walsall 

Offers in the Region Of £174,950 


Victoria Avenue, Bloxwich Walsall 

Offers in the Region Of £259,500 


Station Road, Walsall 

Offers in Excess Of £180,000 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 


Par Court, Bloxwich 

• Impressive Detached Family Home 

• Five Bedrooms 

• Open Plan Living Space 

• Upgraded Fixtures & Fittings 

• Granite Kitchen Worktops 

• Excellent Energy Efficiency Rating (B-84) 




Lichfield Road, Willenhall 

• Substantial Detached Home 

• Six Bedrooms 

• Four Reception Rooms 

• Three Bathrooms 

• 27" Kitchen/Diner 

• EPC-D67 


£350,000 



Field Road, Bloxwich 

• Beautiful Detached Family Home 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• EPC-C80 


£239,950 



Long Lane, Great Wryley 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Extended Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Potential for Further Extension 

• Superb Views Across Open Fields 

• EPC-D62 


£225,000 



Griffins Crescent, Walsall 

• The Kingsford' Design by Taylor Wimpey 

• Popular Saddlers Brook Development 

• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Easy Access to Local Towns and the M6 

• Granite Tiled Flooring in Hall & Kitchen 

• EPC-C79 


£190,000 



Coronation Avenue, Willenhall 

Refitted Shower Room 
Delightful Rear Garden 
Off Road Parking 
Must Be Viewed!! 

EPC - E 43 


Beautiful Traditional Semi-Detached 
Three Reception Rooms 
Extended Kitchen 
Victorian Fireplace in Dining Room 
Fitted Wardrobes in Two Bedrooms 



Woodall Street, Bloxwich 

• Four Bed Detached 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Guest W.C. 

• Family Bathroom 

• EPC-C 79 


£180,000 



Usk Close, Bloxwich 

• Well Presented Semi-Detached 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Driveway for Two Cars 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• EPC - D 68 


£140,000 


Gerrard Road, Willenhall 



• Extended Semi-Detached 

• Side Garage & Driveway 

• Desirable Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Modern Kitchen 

• EPC-TBC 



£150,000 




Odell Road, Leamore 


• Refurbished Three Bedroom Property 

• Lounge with Bay Window 

• Refitted kitchen/Diner 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 


• Three Generous Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Ideal First Time Purchase 

• EPC-C76 



Ferndown Close, Turnberry Estate 

• Four Bedroom Detached Property 

• Secluded Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Potential to Extend (STPP) 

• Double Garage 

• EPC - TBC 



£350,000 



Station Road, Rushall 


• Modern Taylor Wimpey Built Town 
House 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• En-Suite to Master Bedroom 

• Downstairs W.C. 


• Currently Let for £600pcm 

• Ideal First Purchase or Buy-to-Let 

• NO CHAIN 

• Must Be Viewed!! 

• EPC - B 85 



Somerfield Road, Bloxwich 

• Extended Mid-Terrace 

• Main Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• EPC - E 54 


£ 120,000 



Wenlock Gardens, Leamore 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached House 
■ Lounge with French Doors 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Gas Central Heating 

• EPC - D 68 


£115,000 



Hadley Way, Beechdale 

• Deceptively Spacious Mid Town House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Generous Living Room 

• Bathroom with Separate Shower Cubicle 

• EPC - C 73 


Saldavian Court, Pleck 

• Two Bedroom Flat 

• Ideal Buy-To-Let (450pcm) 

• Cul-de-sac Location 

• Close to Pleck Park 

• Garage to Rear 

• EPC - F 30 


Bloxwich Road, Leamore 

• FOR SALE BY CONDITIONAL ONLINE 
AUCTION 

• Full terms and conditions are available at 
www.sdlauctions.co.uk/online-auctions 

• CASH BUYERS PREFERRED DUE TO A 
COAL MINE 


Wareham Close, Walsall 

• One Bedroom House 

• Ideal Buy-To-Let (450pcm) 

• Lounge with Feature Fireplace 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 

• EPC - D64 


Marsh Street, Walsall 

• Studio Apartment in Walsall Town Centre 

• Separate Shower Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Balcony with Canal Views 

• Close to all amenities 
■ EPC-E 78 


Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 



Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford •Stoke-on-Trent • Telford •Walsall • Wednesbury *Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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Tel: 01922 404446 


212 High Street, Bloxwich, WS3 3LA 


rightmove, 

(^)nTheMarket: 



Church Street 

Bloxwich 

• End town house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed (where specified) 

• Through Lounge, Dining Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Front and Rear Gardens 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

• Bathroom/WC 

£ 100,000 


Stoney Lane 

Bloxwich 

• Traditional Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating, Double Glazed (W/S) 

• Rear Lounge, Front Dining Room 

• Family Room, Kitchen 

• Conservatory, Guest WC 

• 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Garage, Large Driveway 

• Mature Gardens 

£365,000 


Mattesley Court 

Bloxwich 

• Over 55 years of age Development 

• 40% Ownership 

• Second floor apartment 

• Residents lounge, restaurant 

• Hair salon, shop, laundry room 

• 2 bedrooms, wet room/WC 

• Fitted kitchen, lounge 


• Ample parking and a 


a £35:do<r de '" 


Charlotte Street 

Walsall 

Ground floor flat 
Gas centrally heated 
PVCu double glazed 
Kitchen, lounge 
Double bedroom 
Paved rear yard 
bathroom/WC 
NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£59,995 


Water Reed Grove 

Walsall 

• Self contained 2nd floor apartment 

• Centrally heated & PVCu Double Glazing 

• lounge/dining room, kitchen 

• 2 bedrooms 

• Allocated parking space 

• Bathroom 

• Communal Gardens 

• No Onward Chain 

£82,950 




RICS 

(•) iTheMarket com 


Pelsall Road 

Brownhills 

• Traditional Semi-Detached House 

• Refurbished throughout 

• Through Lounge/Diner 

• Re-fitted kitchen, 

• Utility Room, 

• Conservatory, 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Re-fitted Bathroom 

£194,950 


Long I 


j Lane 

Great Wyrley 

• Traditional extended semi detached House 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge, Dining Room 

• Breakfast Kitchen 

• Conservatory, Utility Room 

• Downstairs W.C. 

• Family Bathroom, Driveway, Small Garage Rear 
Garde 

• No Onward Chain 

£224,950 



Westminster Road 

Rushall 

• Detached bungalow 

> Gas centrally heated 

> PVCu double glazed 

> Lounge, kitchen 

• dining room (alternative bedroom 4) 

> 3/4 Bedrooms 

> bathroom/WC, Garage 

•d,iv.wayg«,den S£259 , 950 



Bealeys Close 

Bloxwich 

• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu Double Glazing 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Study 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen, Utility Room, Conservato 

• Four Bedrooms, 

• Ensuite Bathroom 

• Family Bathroom, Detached Double Garage 
Driveway 

• Private Rear Garden 

£325,000 , 


Paddock Gardens 

Walsall 

• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen 

• 5 Bedrooms - Master En-suite 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Garage 

• Driveway 

• Larqe Rear Garden 

£600,000 


We know the value of good service... 
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Peugeot 5008 SUV has right recipe 



By Carmel Stewart 

At this stage in our buying lives, money 
matters and, with a starting price of less 
than £24,500 and an excellent standard 
spec list, the new 5008 SUV from Peugeot 
ticks all the fiscal boxes and a few more 
besides. 

Added to that is the fact that it is spacious, 
easy to drive, comfortable and, with room 
enough for seven, immensely practical. 

If you are not a school-runner, don’t be 
put off by the multiple seats. Such is the 
sophistication of this modern design that 
everything fits into a neat package 4.64m in 
length - that’s just over 15 foot in old money 
- and those two rearmost seats neatly and 
easily drop into the boot floor when not in use. 

The middle row individually adjusts 
backwards and forwards and can incline 
separately. The front seats may, at first 
sight, be off putting to those of us of larger 
dimensions. The two seats, separated by a 
large central console, are described as ‘body- 
hugging’ but are more supportively friendly 
than grippingly unfriendly. 

Engine choices number seven - two petrol 
and five diesel - with five and six speed 
manual transmissions depending on engine 
size plus an excellent automatic available as 
an option. 

Trim levels number three - Active, Allure and 
GT Line - together with a top spec GT version 
which is uniquely powered by a 2.0litre Blue 
HDi 180hp engine coupled with an eight- 
speed automatic transmission. 

On the road, behind the neat and tidy flat- 
topped/bottomed, fully adjustable steering 
wheel, the 5008 offers an excellent drive with 
very decent road holding and all-absorbing 


suspension. Although engines up to 2.0litres 
and 181 bhp are available, the award-winning 
1.2 petrol Pure Tech Engine of the Year, 
with 131 bhp at its disposal, proved to be a 
revelation with plenty of unwavering power, 
smoothly delivered via the six-speed manual 
transmission. 

Prices for the 5008 start at £24,495 and 
include a very generous standard spec with 


remote central locking, Bluetooth, DAB radio, 
three Isofix fittings, cruise control, spare 
wheel, all-round electric windows and rear 
parking sensors as well as is Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto connectivity. 

A step up to Allure adds Connect SOS, 
tinted rear windows, a 180-degree reversing 
camera and Tom-Tom navigation. Inevitably 
the price increases, in this case to £26,295. 


The GT Line, which starts at £28,195, 
includes self-levelling headlights, sporty front 
design, and a smartphone charging plate (a 
£120 option on Active and Allure) while the 
GT version adds leather seats and multiway 
adjustable electric seats with massage 
function while upping the starting price to 
£35,695. 

The new 5008 is the third SUV to be 


launched by Peugeot in the past 18 months, 
following in the tyre treads of the 2008 and 
the highly successful all-new 3008 which has 
sold more than 200,000 units globally in just a 
few months. 

The runaway success of the Peugeot 3008 
is no guarantee that the larger 5008 will be as 
successful but there is really no reason why it 
shouldn’t. 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 

MOTORING Express&Star 
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Accountancy 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


Gardening 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


c 


Aerials 


Digital Rapid Aerials 




■Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 0AP 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 


DISCOUNTS 

FREE 

QUOTATIONS 



L "* dgital© sky 

A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


Dalton and Jones 

General Builders 

All types of building works 
landscaping, drives, roofing 
plastics and patios 

For best price first call 


Carpentry 




6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX Thursdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


J P Techniclean 


Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains, Leather 
0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766102 Mobile 

^ Local Family Run Business 

^ www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 


Double Glazing 


IE WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 
Credit Si Debit cards taken 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractops.ltd@gmail.com 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES . 

♦WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS* 

"BEAT IMPENDING 2018 TIMBER PRICE HIKES" 


6' X 5' 


6' X 4' 


6'x2' 


STANDARD TANALISED 


£15.00 


£17.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 


8-BAR OVERLAP 


STANDARD TANALISED 


£ 10.00 


£ 11.00 


Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


♦GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688,07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


Roofing 


SPECIAL HALF 
PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 
Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 £ 

Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 £ 

Stairs and Landing £38 £ 

Upholstery 
Chair £20 £10 

2seatersofa £32 £16 

3seatersofa £38 £19 

Leather 
Chair £30 £15 

2 Seater Sofa £40 £20 


:rcc 


Carc 
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WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATI0”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
□1543 504900 E4 HRS 

07748 108035 Est 30 

years 



jaraen LUite 

Garden Services 2003 

A ife • Complete Landscape Service • Low Maintenance Gardens 

• Patios • Block Paving & Gravel Drives • Fencing • Sheds 

• All Work Guaranteed • FREE Estimates Oh > 

• Suppliers and installers of Artificial Grass 

: 01922 496861/07817 398107 
www.garden-rite.co.uk 


Call: 




Plumbing & Heating 


iiiliferliWEflliis' 

(West Midlands) 

Over 30 years' experience 

• Servicing • Repairs 

• Gas Safety Checks 
Factory Trained Engineers 

• All Work Guaranteed 



Call 01922 446678 or 07973 784593 
Put your boiler in safe hands!!! 


Weothm 

0 I JtilbsAnooiflAlkAn 


07970 

310068 


Plastering 

CA Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 
• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 




####### 


mm 

VIDEO OFFERS 

wm^mM 




quote offerSO’ 


tf.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 
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"ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 



JACKSON-HATELEY 
CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE JANUARY 
SALE STARTS TODAY 

Some models to clear at cost price 
Get your fantastic bargain now. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 

All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton _ 


« 


1 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



Caravans from £10,995 
Near Aberystwyth 

12 months owner season! Amazing 
facilities, funding options available 
from 10% deposit (T&C’s apply) 

Call Ciaran on 07542456117 
or email 

CiaranAndrewWilliams@outlook.com 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


PIANO LESSONS; 

5 Week Starter Course i 

IDEAL GIFT ! 

5 Lessons only £40 i 
Fun & Friendly Piano jJ 
Teacher , 


Call Dawn Elizabeth on:, 
07973 705739 1 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




Home & 
Services 


Lotus liiylor 




House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


CREAM LEATHER three piece 
suite, with pouffe, immaculate con¬ 
dition, hardly used, £350. Details 
01889 577390. 

TWO CREAM leather armchairs, 
reclining, good condition, £95 the 
two. 07944 093675. 


AT SHEDRITE Free Installation on 
all product orders till end Jan. Wil- 
lennall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£15 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


C B SHE 

_K5fl FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

Call: 01922 495066 , 
w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


V_ 


Building Services 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


Aerials 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


M&S DIGITAL AERIALS Aerials 
and satellite supplied and 
fitted/repaired multiroom TV 
hanging same day service 07542 
035943. 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


V_ 


Carpet Fitters 


__» suppl_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

PORTWRy 
FEMCIMQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
H pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922 898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 



2018 m_ 


Express & Star 

BUSINESS 

AWARDS 


Could you be Tradesperson of the Year? 

To find out how, go to: 

businessawards.expressandstar.com 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


House Clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

Painters/ ^ 

^ Decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 

FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


N 

Plans Prepared 

v_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

Plastering 

v _ 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


\ 

Oven Cleaning 

v 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

N 

Removals 

V_ 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

A DJ REMOVALS/ house clear¬ 
ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346 /07912 980177 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227 

\ 

Roofing 

v_ 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Roofing 

37 years experience 

FREEPHONE 
(0800) 220 - 729 

^ ROOFING 

M S GUTTERING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


\ 

Skip Hire 

V 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 

07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 




Express & Star 

OVEN CLEANERS! 

CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


Upholstery 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 
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4 

Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


FREE TO good home, ginger/white 
male indoor neutered cat, 10 years 
old. 07527 708736. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


5 V 

Business & 
. Farming 


\ 

Storage 


STORAGE GARAGE WS6 

Security post, 247 access. £70pcm. 
£100 Deposit, 07748 527049 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


-N 
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Property 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 


HOME BUYERS 

Hfl I W* the easy way to sell your house 

fi -- -- 


We Buy Houses For Cash 


Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

Gre+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o££er today! 


Call 01922235885 

or text "Cash" to66777 ye^homebuyers.com | 



We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




(WQISSlJSlJSlI 

J9accommodation.com 


TWO BED house to let, Willenhall, 
recently modernised, £530pcm. No 
Dss. 07830 429612. 


Jobs 


CLASS 2 DRIVER HGVx 2 
18T CURTAINSIDE 

required for 

SUPERIOR SECTIONS 
LIMITED WALSALL WS2 

39 hour week but flexibility is 
required 

Hours 6am - 2pm but hours 
may vary with earlier / later 
starts required to suit delivery 
times 

Hold a valid class 2 licence, 
Digital Tachograph card, 
Driver CPC card. Professional 
driving experience 
Contact 
Howard Fox 
Email: 

hfox@superiorsections.com 
01922 620333 


WELDER REQUIRED Mig & Tig on 

tubular furniture must have experi¬ 
ence small engineering firm in 
Walsall i.woodair@btconnect.com 
01922 710204 


Full Time General 


Due to continued growth, 
we are seeking a versatile 
Production/Service Engineer 
to join our team in Brownhills. 


f^trahl 


PRODUCTION & 

SERVICE ENGINEER 

Salary: £24,000k-£26,500k 

As Production and Service Engineer you’ll be a 
hands-on member of the team. The role is full 
time Monday to Friday 8.30am-16.30pm and 
you’ll be met with a salary Up to £26,500 p.a. 
depending on your skills and experience. 

You will need to be qualified to a minimum BTEC 
HNC in electronics/ electrical engineering and 
have at least 2 years experience of electronics/ 
electrical and/or mechanical assembly. 

Field Service experience would be a distinct 
advantage though not essential 

Email your CV with a covering letter to 
mikerichards@xstrahl.com 

Closing Date: 31st January 2018 


s? Inshore 


yin 


WE ARE NOW 
RECRUITING! 


SUPPORT WORKERS £8.00ph 
/ SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph 

FULL TIME & PART TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Apply today: 

www.inshoresupportltd.co.uk 

or call Stephanie on 91384 421469 

for an application pack 


SALES OFFICE MANAGER 

Advance Appliances design and manufacture a range of unique heating products. 
We are looking for a manager to help the company grow and achieve sales and 
commercial objectives. The role will be based in our Brownhills Sales Office. 
You must be a strong communicator, able to build relationships and have bags of 
initiative and energy. 

You need to be literate, numerate and articulate with strong IT skills. Your learning 
skills will be well developed as we give full product training. In exchange we offer 
an attractive salary and an opportunity to build and develop a team. 

The position will suit someone who is already working but in an environment 
where they feel stifled and unable to demonstrate their full value, and who is 
motivated by seeing their actions lead to company growth. 

Please email CV to: geoff@advanceappliances.co.uk 
Advance Appliances Ltd 

Unit 4, Coppice Side Industrial Estate, Brownhills, WS8 7EX 



HAWKINS SPORTS & SOCIAL 
CLUB Cheslyn Hay - require 
experienced weekend bar staff. 
Also weekend Cleaner required 
Call 07811 378021 



INERNAL SALES ASSISTANT - 

Bloxwich. Customer enquiries, 
preparing quotes, arranging visits 
etc.Forward CV with covering letter 
with current salary details to: 
nicky@surespancovers.com 
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Motoring 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



MULTI TRONIC 


2012 reg. 

4 door saloon. 
Grey. 

6 months MoT. 
FSH, 133,000 miles 
Excellent condition. 
Photo on request. 

£8,850 ono. 
0755 7979582. 


IsasssBi 


LOW MILEAGE 


CITREON PICASSO XSARA 

2004, low mileage of 64k, 
serviced, long MoT, 
good condition. 

Bargain £600 o.n.o. 

0121 357 5026. 



E240 


Metallic beige, 8 mths MoT, 
96,000mls. Good condition 
slight rust on front wing. Ideal 
wedding car. 

£800 ono 
07766 835047 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT MEGAN ESTATE 
MoT till July 2018, 

£750 ono. 

For more info call 
01785 841272. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 2004, 29,000 
Miles, Dark Blue, electric windows, 
air bag, air con, long MoT, CD 
Player£900 ono 07794724128 

TRANSIT CONNECT 

55 plate, 5 months MoT, 
good runner, 
ready to go. 

£650. 

07792 299612. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



Vehicle Hire 


13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 

S ick-ups Open seven days. 
1902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 


spares & 
accessories 


Mobile Mechanics 

\_ 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 


available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ I 


MB MOTORS 

MOBILE MECHANIC 


• MOT’S Diagnostics 
•Servicing • Air con 

• Tyres • Auto Electrics 


07809 871733 


mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 



Local 


Information 



LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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MR MAGIC 

Happy new Year. 

I want to say you are truly 
wonderful, caring and loving. 
Thank you for the past year, for 
giving me strength to carry on. 
Here's to another year with you 
my love. 

Love you forever and a day. 
Mrs Magic. 

xxxxx 



★ ★★ 

PROFESSIONAL, 
DIVORCED MALE 50'S 

Own home, car, seeks genuine 
female for friendship, nights 
out. 

A new year may be a new 
start. 

Cannock and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P21032, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Walsall Council, Planning, 

Engineering and Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management Procedure Order 2015 
(as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications can 
be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www.walsall.gov.uk/ 
planning. Representations can be made online, email: planningservices@walsall. 
gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, Engineering and Transportation, Civic 
Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 1DG. Representations should be made within 
21 days of the date of this notice. Please note: Your letter and personal details will 
form part of the planning file which is a public document and will be available for 
inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a 
request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

17/1634 Ali Saqib FOR: CHANGE OF USE FROM TRAVEL AG ENTS TO HOT FOOD 
TAKEAWAY AT: SUBHAAN TRAVEL, 83, MILTON STREET, WALSALL, WS1 4LA 
17/1547 Calderfields Golf and Country Club FOR: SIDE EXTENSION TO EXISTING 
CLUBHOUSE PROVIDING BUGGY STORAGE AT GROUND FLOOR WITH OFFICE/ 
MANAGEMENT FACILITIES OVER. AT: CALDERFIELDS GOLF AND COUNTRY 
CLUB, ALDRIDGE ROAD, WALSALL, WS4 2JS 

17/1676 Sanobar Property FOR: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING HOUSE 
AND ERECTION OF 37 APARTMENTS WITH ASSOCIATED ACCESS AND 
LANDSCAPING. AT: 9, BROADWAY, WALSALL, WS1 3EX 
17/1665 Adrian Veasey FOR: FIRST FLOOR SIDE EXTENSION ABOVE EXISTING 
KITCHEN AND STUDY ADJACENT TO PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY WILL43 AT: 56 , 
MAGNESS CRESCENT, WILLENHALL, WV12 4QW 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


17/1617 WATMOS FOR: 2X3 BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOUSES. (SITE 
ADJACENT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY WAL30). AT: LAND ADJACENT 48, 
PORTSEA STREET, WALSALL 




BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 
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Advertise your business on the 

Express & Star website 


www.expressandstar.com 



To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Masi 


old Division Two, but 1988/89 (15) and 1989/90 (21) would 
prove to be better campaigns on a personal level. 

However, Goodman’s love affair with the Baggies be¬ 
came shaky in 1991 as he made a £900,000 move to 
Sunderland. Goodman has since explained that Albion’s 
decision to sell him was purely for the financial benefit of 
the club as they made a handsome profit on what they paid 
Bradford for him. 

His three-year stay at Roker Park saw him net 42 goals 
in 116 appearances, but soon after the Black Cats’ relega¬ 
tion to the third tier he was on his way back to the West 
Midlands, brought in by Taylor on the same day as John 
de Wolf from Feyenoord. Partnering either Steve Bull or 
David Kelly up front, he helped guide Wolves to the play¬ 
offs twice in three seasons - falling though at the semi-fi¬ 
nal stage on each occasion. 

But perhaps Goodman’s finest moment in a Wolves shirt 
would arrive at Elland Road on March 7,1998, as he scored 
the only goal of the game to send Wolves into their first 
FA Cup semi-final in 17 years. Defeat to Arsenal stopped 


Last year, Don was one of the football luminaries at a ‘Smile for Joel’ event. Back from left, Joe Mayo, Ally Robert¬ 
son, Matt Murray, Don, Ray Graydon, Front, from left, Darren Wrack, Joel’s brother Owen Richards, and mother 
Suzy Richards, with ex-Wolves’ Mel Eves and John Richards 


Walsall’s goalscorers Darren Byfield and Don celebrate 
winning the Nationwide League Division Two play off 
final at the Millennium Stadium, in May 2001 


Wolves match winner Don celebrates after his winning 
goal gave Wolves FA Cup quarter final victory over 
Leeds in 1998. But then Arsenal spoiled the party 


Yorkshire lad Don has 


Black Country at heart 


FEW players can claim to have won the 
hearts of both Wolves and Albion fans, but 
few scored goals like Don Goodman. 

It is 24 years since then Wolves boss Graham Tay¬ 
lor splashed out £l.lmillion to sign the striker from 
Sunderland, bringing him back to the Black Coun¬ 
try three years after leaving The Hawthorns. 

He had been a huge hit with the Baggies, scoring 63 
goals in 163 appearances, and while his time at Wolves 
was a little less prolific - 39 goals in 154 games - it built 
to a crescendo that saw him net an FA Cup quarter-final 
winner against Leeds in his final season. 

Avoided 

Born in Leeds on May 9, 1966, only weeks before the 
whole nation were partying having lifted the World Cup, 
Goodman was perhaps destined to become a footballer. 
‘The Don’ started his career with Bradford City in 1984, 
but it was in the Black Country that the striker really 
made a name for himself, impressing Ron Saunders 
enough to fork out £50,000 in March 1987. 

He made his debut against Oldham later that month 
and, a few weeks later, netted his first goal in a 1-1 draw 
with Crystal Palace. Just seven league goals would follow 
in 1987/88 as Albion narrowly avoided relegation from the 


them going to Wembley and he finished his Wolves career 
with a flourish, netting three goals in his final four games. 
That would not save him from Mark McGhee’s clear-out 
in the summer though and - aside from a brief loan stint 
at Barnsley - he spent three years out of English football 
at Sanfrecce Hiroshima in Japan and Motherwell in Scot¬ 
land. 

However, the Black Country came calling again in 
March 2001 - and this time it was the Saddlers. 

Promotion 

Aged 34, his goal record was drying up - but one of the 
three he scored was a vital equaliser in the play-off final 
win over Reading that won promotion to the second tier. 

He spent another year at Walsall before moving on to 
Exeter City, but the West Midlands called one last time 
- joining Stafford Rangers for a season before retiring - 
and he is now carving out a successful career as television 
pundit with Sky Sports. 


The Don, in his West Bromwich Albion colours in a 
four-year stint during which he scored 60 goals 


COME VISIT US AT 

PADDY POWER 

BROWNHILLS 

38 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS, WS8 6EL 

FREE £3 BET 

PRESENT THIS VOUCHER INSTORE TO REDEEM 


bloke 




WDDYW® 


WHEN 


THE P|H| STOPS 0 


BeGambleAware.org 0 © 


I 


m 


With his former Wolves strike partner, Steve Bull, Don 
took part in a charity golf event which was held at Shif- 
nal Golf Club in May last year 


Former Wolves manager, the late Graham Taylor with 
new signings John de Wolf and Don Goodman at 
Molineux in 1994 


Staff will hand over a £3 voucher to be used in shop, 
customer. No duplicates. Over 18 years old only. Padd 1 
bets are exclusive of free bet stake. While stocks last. 


Valid in Paddy Power Brownhills only. One per 
f Power betting rules apply. Returns on winning 






























The boy Don good! Player who 
crossed Black Country divide 
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Dobson delight as he joins Saddlers 


Wood work 
hard for win 
to top table 

Paget Rangers 2 Walsall Wood 3 

A LAST minute winner for Wood took 
them to the top of the table on goal 
difference, the Bears had twice fought 
back from a goal down and looked to 
have won a point after equalising in the 
82nd minute, but a super strike by Tony 
Clarke gave Wood an extremely hard 
fought victory. 

It was an attacking start by both sides. 

The breakthrough came on 33 min¬ 
utes, a suicidal back pass was caught by 
Benton and then thrown behind for a 
corner when he realised what he’d done. 
Peter Till delivered the right wing flag 
kick Hurren climbed highest heading the 
ball back to the near post, Jake Hum¬ 
phries turning to force the ball home 
from close range. 

Agar and new signing Lei Brown were 
always dangerous but the final ball was 
just missing. A debatable free kick just 
outside the D on 55 minutes was fired 
low into the left hand corner by Dean 
Morris for a deserved equaliser. 

The sides swapped chances until on 77 
minutes Craig Deakin was fouled wide 
right, Till delivered the free kick beyond 
the far post, Tolley powered a header 
back into the centre, Agar scoring with a 
powerful header into the roof of the net. 

Within five minutes the hosts were 
back on level terms, a long ball for¬ 
ward by Bradley saw Carter hold off a 
defender and slide the ball under the 
advancing Ransome. From a goal kick 
Wood played the ball up to the left of the 
box, Clarke held the ball up before firing 
home a peach of a low drive. 

Fans ready to grill 
Whitney and board 
members of club 

WALSALL fans are being urged to at¬ 
tend a public meeting in a bid to get an¬ 
swers about how the club is being run on 
and off the field. 

The Walsall Football Supporters Trust 
has issued a rallying call to all Saddlers 
fans after the club announced they 
would hold a fan focus meeting today, 
Thursday. 

Last week, the trust threw its support 
behind a planned protest due to take 
place during Saturday’s game with Ox¬ 
ford. 

A vocal section of the club’s fan base 
have become frustrated with how Jon 
Whitney is managing the team, and how 
owner Jeff Bonser is running the club. 

Those supporters plan to stand outside 
the Banks’s Stadium during Saturday’s 
match instead of buying tickets. 

But before then fans have been given 
a chance to grill Whitney, as well as chief 
executive Stefan Gamble and club secre¬ 
tary Dan Mole at a focus meeting. 

The meeting will take place at the 
Banks’s Stadium, from 6.30pm. 

Questions to the trust can be emailed 
to walsalll888@aol.com 



George Dobson 


GEORGE Dobson says he doesn’t re¬ 
gret joining Sparta Rotterdam in the 
summer - but revealed he couldn’t say 
no when Walsall moved to re-sign him. 

The midfielder signed a two-and- 
a-half year deal at the Banks’s Sta¬ 
dium after having his contract at the 
Eredivisie side terminated by mutual 
consent. 

Dobson spent last season on loan 
at The Banks’s from West Ham and 
made 26 appearances. Dobson made 


five Eredivisie appearances. And while 
he enjoyed the experience under for¬ 
mer Netherlands boss Dick Advocaat 
at Sparta, he is now delighted to be 
back in the West Midlands. “It was a 
completely different experience play¬ 
ing in Holland,” Dobson said. 

“The playing style was different and 
it was tough living away from home. 
It was a completely different lifestyle. 

“When I was out of the team I found 
it quite tough. It’s something I defi¬ 


nitely don’t regret, but once I got the 
opportunity to come back to Walsall I 
jumped at it.” 

Boss Jon Whitney admitted he was 
delighted to finally land Dobson. 

“George is a player who is really 
highly thought of here, not just from 
myself but the players as well,” Whit¬ 
ney said. “He really improved his fit¬ 
ness when he was here and we tried 
to get him on a permanent in the sum¬ 
mer.” 


Penalties 
dismay for 
Darlaston 

DARLASTON Town (1874) bowed out 
of the Birmingham County FA Vase at 
the third round stage losing out 4-3 on 
penalties to Everards Brewery league 
leaders Rugby Borough. 

Darlaston started the game at a quick 
pace. Tyrone Clarke- 

With just one defeat in 15 league 
games the visitors showed their cre¬ 
dentials playing their football from the 
keeper at every available opportunity as 
did Darlaston leading to some excellent 
build-up play from both sides. 

The pace of 49 goal striker Adam 
Shaw was impressive and he broke clear 
of the home defence twice, Shaw and 
Chater both sending long range efforts 
wide. A fine sliding block from Zuki 
Stanton prevented a certain Rugby goal 
after 31 mins. 

Darlaston opened the second half 
brightly Clarke-O’Connell had a goal 
bound effort blocked and just three 
minutes into the half Darlaston took a 
deserved lead. Taylor burst into the pen¬ 
alty area but was sent tumbling to the 
ground by Rugby keeper Logan Maketa. 
Sam Giles stepped up to dispatch the 
penalty with ease. 

In the 83rd minute Darlaston’s inabil¬ 
ity to defend set-pieces bit them again, 
an Alex Shaw corner from the right was 
headed across goal and Jamie Payne 
headed home. As the game went into 
the dying moments both sides had half 
chances to win the game, but none were 
taken and the game went straight to a 
penalty shoot out. 


ZELI Ismail and Daniel Agyei have been 
recalled to their parent clubs from loan 
spells at The Saddlers. 

Ismail, aged 24, joined in August from 
League One rivals Bury and boss Jon 
Whitney had expressed a desire to keep 
the winger at the Banks’s Stadium. 

The manager has also confirmed the 
loan of striker Daniel Agyei from Burn¬ 
ley would not be extended. He scored 
five times in 21 appearances. 

Whitney said: “Dan’s attitude has 
been really good but we couldn’t guar¬ 
antee him minutes here. We would have 
loved to have kept Zeli but he’s Bury’s 
player so they have called him back.” 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, January 11,2018 


CLASSY KIDDER 
BEAT WALSALL 


Kidderminster 21 Walsall 13 

WALSALL Rugby Club would 
have been fairly confident of 
achieving a good result when 
they made their latest visit to 
Kidderminster. 

The Worcestershire team are rooted near the 
foot of the league table. But the home team per¬ 
formance belied their lowly league position, play¬ 
ing with a great deal of confidence and showed 
some superb ball retention skills. 

The rather lethargic approach of the Walsall 
players was evident at the start of the game. 
Flanker Matt James took the ball at the kick off, 
but lacked support as the home team managed to 
regain possession. 

No8 Mason crashed over for a score from close 
range with Pinner adding the conversion. But, 
in a rather frantic opening five minutes, Walsall 
levelled. The ball was spilled at the restart and 
the visitors were quick to get forward, with Rod 
Dickson breaking through and from 30 metres 
which, Roger Weston converted. 

Meanwhile, at the other end of the pitch 
Weston put over two well struck penalties to es¬ 
tablish a 13 - 7 interval lead. 

In the second half, the hosts’ driving and sup¬ 
port play proved to be very effective. The Walsall 
defence tried to repel the attack, and although 
Mason was stopped, flanker Protheroe made the 
final try scoring charge with Pinner adding an¬ 
other conversion. An injury to No8 Lucak added 
to Walsall’s worries. They tried, however, to get 
back in the game with Nico Watkins and Rob An- 
gell making good runs. 

But a rather harsh penalty deep in Kidder¬ 
minster territory resulted in more good forward 
drives by the hosts with lock forward Phillips 
getting the final touchdown. 

Pinner’s conversion proved to be the final 
score of the afternoon. 

This Saturday Walsall will face a severe test 
in defending their unbeaten home record when, 
promotion chasing, Leek are the visitors to 
Delves Road. 


Trio’s fighting spirit rewarded 



From left, Wictor Horodecki, Felicity Williams and Henry Leighton 


THREE young martial arts students have been 
recognised for their commitment to their club. 

Wictor Horodecki, Felicity Williams and 
Henry Leighton were presented with a certifi¬ 
cate of 100 per cent attendance having trained 
every Thursday evening since Black Star Ai¬ 
kido club opened in November at Brownhills 
Memorial Hall. 

Chief instructor, 3rd Dan Andrew Leighton, 
was proud to make the presentation and gave 


a further merit to Horodecki of most improved 
student, for impressing teachers with his en¬ 
thusiasm, efforts and progress. Leighton said: 
“Our training allows the students to develop 
respect for themselves and their training part¬ 
ners along with learning counting, reading out 
loud and basic interaction and social skills.” 

Classes are for aged five and upwards. Call 
Andrew Leighton on 07966 488171 or email 
info@blackstaraikido.com for more details. 


On-loan pair back 
with parent clubs 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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MNA Recruitment specialise in 

^A We firmly believe that finding the 

As part of Britain’s largest 

fixed price recruitment solutions for 

right candidate for your business ® 

independent regional news 

businesses within the West Midlands. 

. shouldn’t cost the earth. We’re 

company, MNA Recruitment draw 

Brought to you by MNA Media, the 
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' f d and are proud to offer affordable 4 

businesses in finding the right 

selling newspapers Express & Star 

recruitment solutions to suit your 

candidate for more than 140 years. 

and Shropshire Star, our expert 

budget. Our experienced team take 

Today, our mix of print, digital and 

recruitment team have an unrivalled 

the time to tailor a package to find 

agency solutions allow us to offer 

knowledge of local recruitment 

your ideal candidate. The price we 

the complete recruitment solution 

within the West Midlands. 

agree with you is exactly what you 

for your business. 
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pay, no hidden fees. 
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We take the hard work out of recruitm 
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DEDICATED 

ACCOUNT 

MANAGEMENT 


HE IDEAL 
CANDIDATE 


Whilst we pride ourselves on 
offering affordable recruitment 
solutions, we don’t scrimp on quality. 
With access to the latest technology, 
our team provide high quality 
candidate screening, ensuring we 
find you the ideal candidate to fill 
your vacancy. 


At MNA Recruitment, we believe 
that our role doesn’t stop when 
the vacancy is filled. Our expert 
team can offer your business 
additional services to support all 
your employment needs. We provide 
affordable HR services, training and 
development programmes for you 
and your staff. 


For us, customer service is a 
top priority. We provide all of 
our customers with a dedicated 
account manager, who will tailor 
a recruitment package to suit 
your budget and find you quality 
candidates. You will also receive 
regular performance reports, 
allowing you to analyse and track 
candidates. 


SMART 

SEARCH 


ant - visit: www.mna-recruitment.co.uk or call 01902 319645 
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Find your ideal candidate with MNA Recruitment 

Call 01902 319645 or visit: www.mna-recruitment.co.uk 


OUR EXPERT TEAM 
HAVE OVER 100 
YEARS COMBINED 
EXPERIENCE IN THE 
LOCAL RECRUITMENT 
MARKET 





OUR EXCLUSIVE 
‘GUARANTEED TO FILL 
YOUR VACANCY’ 
PACKAGE HAS BEEN 
USED BY OVER 1000 
LOCAL COMPANIES 


MNA Recruitment 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1ES 
t: 01902 319645 

e: sales@mna-recruitment.co.uk 



WHATEVER THE 
JOB WE HAVE THE 
IDEAL PACKAGE TO 
GET YOU RESULTS 







